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PREFACE 


How far the law of libel (as it now stands) may 
affect is best to be ascertained by a reference to 
the declaration of Lord Abingdon, in 1779, 
inserted, verbatim, at page 49, first volume of this 
“Secret History.” The following pages are in- 
tended as a benefit, not to do injury. If the facts 
could not have been maintained proper methods 
ought to have been adopted to have caused the 
most minute inquiry and investigation upon the 
subject. Many an arrow has been shot, and in- 
numerable suspicions entertained from what motive 
and by whose hand the bow was drawn, yet here 
all mystery ceases and an open avowal is made. 
Would to Heaven for the honour of human nature 
that the subjoined documents were falsehoods and 
calumniations invented for the purpose of malign- 
ing character, or for personal resentments ; but 
the unusual corroboration of events, places, times, 
and persons will not admit the probability. In 
the affair of the ever lamented death of the Prin- 
cess Charlotte, the three important letters com- 
mencing at page 1 5, volume second, are of essential 
importance, and deserve the most grave and delib- 
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ous defenders of the same lady’s cause. Well may 
it be observed that vanity is too powerful, — 

“ The seals of ofBce glitter in their eyes, 

They leave the truth, and by their falsehoods rise.” 

These remarks are not intended as any dispar- 
agement to the private characters or virtues of 
those statesmen whose talent was great and well 
cultivated, but to establish the position which it is 
the object’ of this work to show, that justice has 
not been fairly and impartially administered when 
the requirement was in opposition to the royal 
wish or the administration. 

Within these volumes will also be found urgent 
remonstrances against the indignities offered to 
the people of Ireland, whose forbearance has been 
great and whose sorrows are without a parallel, 
and who merit the same regard as England and 
Scotland, Much is omitted relative to the private 
conduct of persons who occup)'' high stations, but 
should it be needful it shall be published, and all 
the correspondence connected therewith. It is 
true much honour will not be derived from such 
explanations, but they are forthcoming if requisite. 

The generality of readers will not criticise se- 
verely upon the diction of these prefatory remarks ; 
they will rather have their attention turned to the 
truths submitted to them, and the end in view, — 
that end is for the advancement of the best inter- 
ests of society, — to unite more closely each mem- 
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EEPORT 

ON 

THE ADilNISTEATIOI 

OF THE 


INLAND CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT 

FOE THE 

OFFICIAL YEAR 187 2-7 3. 


The following statement sliows tlie strengtli of the Inland introduction 
Customs Department, the number of miles of Customs line, the Sthekothandreai-iza 
amoimt of goods taxed, and the gross realizations at the end of the Depabtmeht. 

year 1872-73, as compared with the previous year : — 


■- 

No. of 
officers.* 

No. of 
men. 

Miles of 
line. 

1 

i 

No. of 
mannds of 
salt taxed. 

No. of 
mnunds of 
sugar taxed. 

Gross realiza- 
tions. 

1872-73 

1 

319 

13,783 

2,376J 

68,97,141 

1 23,08,349 

Es. 

1,70,20,682- 

1 

1871-72 

320 

13,721 

2,318i 

66,88.516 , 

24,27,420 

1,62,09,874 

Difference 

-1 

-1-62 

+ 67 

+3,08,626 

-1,19,071 

+ 8,10,708 


The details of this table will be found in Statement No. II. Fluctuations in strenj 
The diminution of one officer is due to the fact that the duties of 
the Analyst are now performed bj’- a patrol, instead of by a separate 
officer. The increase of 62 men is due — Isi, to the sanction of 
a medical establishment of six men for the Mayo mines ; 2nd, to an 
increase of 57 men in the MultAn Division, due to the increased 
length of the line, owing to its diversion to meet the Indus line, as 
will be hereafter explained ; and 3rd, to an increase of ten men in 
the Hissar Division in consequence of certain alterations connected 
with the ArniwAla post. From this increase must be deducted 
eleven men dismissed in the local salt works now closed. Of the 
57 miles increase in the length of the line, 47 are due to the above- increase in length oj 
mentioned diversion of the Multdn or Satlaj line, and 5 to the 
consequent extension of the Indus line. The remaining increase 
of five miles is nominal, being merely a rectification of erroneous 
uneasurements in the Jbansi Division. 


* Sut-Asslatant Patrola are included iimongsl " officers,” instead of, as last year, amongst" men.” 

1 
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REPORT ON THE AMUNISTRATION OF THE INLAND 

Gross receipts 2. The foUovnng tahle epitomizes the results of the past four 

contrasted. ^ yGJirs administrtitioii of the Departnientj of details Tyill be 

found iu Statement No. III. : — ' 



Gnosa KECEiria. 

Chauoes, 

Net reoeipta. 

Percentage .and cliiirgo 
on reoeipta. 

- 

Salt. 

Sugar duty. 

Cl 

<§=>• 

o S 

» a 

MS, 

M '3 

Cl *M, 

O k, 

m o 
w 

Total. 

oT 

"a 

u 

s 

^ 1 

1 

% 

es 

1 «- 

Excavation and 
manufacture. 

a a 
cs 1 

- § 
a 3* 

Cl zi 
tsjo cj 

a o 

1 la 

1 

a 

Duty. 

Sale price. 




Ea. 1 

Rb. 

Ra. 

Ra. 

' Rs. 

[ 

I 

1 Ks. 

Ra. 

Rs. 

Us, 

1872-73 ... 

1,45,29,778 

10.67.898 

14,17,613 

6,392 

1,70,20,681 

17,96,481 

76,908 

0,99,908-28,72,297 

1.41.48.284 

16-87 

1871-72 ... 

1,37,80,505 

8,30,995 

15,92.800 

1 5.574 

l,62,09,s74 

17,98,025 

79,930 

8,89,81 8 '27,67,773 


17‘07 

1870-71 

1,40,76,201 

7,41,725 

14,10,250 

' 60,492 

1,62,78,668 

17,74,761 

62,559 

4,89.378 '23,26.698 

nEfwfKral 

14*29 

1889-70 ... 

1,63,42,966 

1,90,830^2, 4a,482| 

60,315 

1,68,32,692 

19,46,626 

61,862 

1,53,441 : 

21,53.829 

1,46,78,763 

12-79 - 


Under the head “ Sale price ” are included — 


One anna cess, Xsl . — The pvoceeds of the One anna cess at the mines charged 

to the purchasers of salt as the cost price in addition to the duty. 

Jiikimi cess, and 2nd . — The Hdkimi cess or Government share of the produce 

of certain of the Sultanpur Salt Works. 


receipts from sate of sail at 3rc^.— The receipts fi’om the sale of salt at the Samhhar Lake. 

Samonar, * 


ore s/,o.cn separatei!, from , of the above items Constitute dutj ou Salt, and are there- 

duiy on salt. fore showu Separately. 


Charges for excavation and 
manufacture are also shown 
separately, 


Amongst the charges, those for excavation at the Panjah mines 
and for manufacture at the Samhhar Lake are also shoivn sepa- 
rately. 


and all should be excluded In judging of the percentage of charges on receipts the above 
l'n’^e^e^pts”‘‘‘^^ cAa'-ffe* items should be excluded, as sh^ould also certain other charges at 
the Panjab mines which are met from the one anna cess — namely, 
tolls and special works in the mines. In Appendix A. it is explain- 
ed that the one anna cess defrays not only the miners’ wages, but 
tolls on the roads near the mines and the interest on the capital in- 
vested in the improvement of the mines. The whole of the charges, 
for the Sambhar Lake should also be excluded. 


as no direct profit is sought The Government do not seek to make a direct profit from 

from sale price of salt. g^le price of the Salt either in the mines or at the Samhhar 

Lake. If the charges are met by the receipts, that is all that is 
looked for — ^in other words, the charges might well be 100 per cent, 
on the receipts. The inclusion of these items, therefore, unfairly 
affects the percentage of charges on receipts, if we wish to show 
the percentage of cost in the realization of the salt and sugar duties, 
the main business of the Department of Inland Customs. For this 
reason I ivould also exclude the Sultanpm’ Hdkimi cess, which is 
not a Customs duty. 


Realizations and charges on 
salt and augarfor the past 
four years. 


3. Confining ourselves to the amount of salt and sugar* duties 
and small miscellaneous receipts, and to the charges incm’red in 
realizing this rereniie, we find the following figmes for the past 
four years : — 
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INTRODUCTION. 


CUSTOMS DEPAUTMEST FOR. THE OFFICIAL YEAR 1872-73. 


Year. 

Salt and angnr 
duties and mis- 
cellaneous re- 
ceipts. 

Charges incur- 
red inrealizing 
duties. 

Percentnge of 
charges on re- 
ceipts. 





Eb. 

Rs. 


1872-73 ... 


... 

••• 

1,69,52.591 

18,54,317 

11-62 

1871-72 

••• 

... 

... 

1,53,78,800 

18,35,485 

11 93 

1870-71 

••• 

... 

... 

1,65,36,745 

18,76,129 

12 07 

1869-70 

... 

... 

... 

1,66,41,760 

20,94,800 

12-59 


It mil be seen that there is a satisfactory decrease of per- Decrease of percentage 
jentage of cost since 1869-70, subsequent to 'which year my pre- cost since i8B9-7o. 
iecessor effected large economies by a judicious revision of estab- 
ishments. The receipts of 1869-70 -were extraordinarily large, J 3 ,,tr„„dinariiy large : 
jwing to causes ■which have been frequently explained, one of ceipta inie69-70atidfaiii 
ivhich ■was over- trading at the mines. This caused an over-stock- 
ing of the market ■which seriously affected the sales for the next 
iwo years. They have now, however, recovered their normal 
position. Another general canse for decrease of receipts lies in 
;he fact that towards the end of 1869 the local duty on Madras and 
Bombay salt was raised by five annas per maund. The line duty 
an imports from these Presidencies was diminished by an equiva- 
lent amount, so that instead of Ee. 1-8-0 per maund being credited 
to the Department, only Re. 1-3-0 has been credited since the duty 
was, raised. For some time, indeed, only Ee. 1-2-0 per maund was 
credited on the imports fr'om Madras, o^wing to the local authorities 
declaring the duty in the Presidency to be Ee. 1-14-0 out of the 
Es. 2, which was the sale price under Act XXIV. of 1869. More- 
over, the quantity of salt imported from Madras and Bombay has 
increased, and as this salt, now paying line duty of Ee. 1-3-0 per 
maund, displaces salt which paid us the full duty of Es. 3 jjer 
maund, another cause of decreased receipts of the Department is 
here seen. 

4. The following figures show the quantity of salt which has importations of salt ai 
in the last four years been imported from Madras and Bombay, and Sfaras^’^V BoSj“y,*‘ 
the amount of duty realized in those Presidencies on the same: — the duty realized in the 

Presidencies on the sanje 


Year. 

1 Imported prom Bombay. 

j Impokted fkom Mxdrab. 

TcTAI. ISIrORTED. 

Quantity, j 

1 

Duty. 

Quantity. 

Duty. ^ 

Quantity. 

1 Duty. 


Mds. 

Rs. 

Mds. 

Rs. 

Mds. 

Bs. 

1872-73 ... 

1871-72 . ... 
1870-71 

1869-70 

8,83,608 

8,48,995 

8,28,095 

7,67,671 

16,01,540 

15,33,785 

15,00,785 

12,94,266 

88,536 

1,01,748 

92,209 

1,01,676 

1,60,471 

1,88,885 

1,72,942 

1,57,312 

9,72,144 

9,50,743 

9,20,304 

8,69,246 

17,62,011 

17,27,670 

16,73,724 

14,51,568 


If this duty was credited, ^s it equitably should be, to the 
Inland Customs Department, the charges would be not much over 
ten per cent, on the receipts. The fluctuation of the receipts and 
charges -will be fully explained in this report when I deal ■with each 
division of the Department in detail. 


1/ this duty teas credit 
to the Inland Customs JD 
partmenf, the charges wou 
be not much over tenpercei 
on receipts. 


5. Generally speaking, it may be said that as regards salt ai 

duty there has been a healthy reaction from the depression of the \he"*past yesrnoua.^*^^ 
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,^past tw^o yeai’S ; as regards sugar duties, that the year has on the 
average been a fair one; though somewhat kept down hy the pau- 
city of Hindu marriages ; and as regards charges incurred in the 
collection of the duties, the increase is mainly due to the expenses 
incui-red in making the newline and buildings in the Multdn Divi- 
sion, for which a special grant of Bs. 11,270 was made. 

Supply of saittothecoun- Omitting Kohat, which lies outside the Inland Customs 

try in rear oft e me. following table shows the quantity of salt on which duty 

Duty-paid salt. and the amount of duty, for consumption in the area 

isolated by the line : — 



1872-73. 

1871-72. 

1870-71. 

1869-70, 

Quantity. 

Duty. 

Quantity. 

Duty. 

Quantity, 

Duty. 

Quantity. 

Duty. 

Panjab Mines (Shahpur Divi- 
sion! ••• 

Jlandi ... 

Line (British! ••• 

Line, Berar ... 

Internal Branch 

Local Salt Worts ... 

, 

Total Inland Cnstoms Depart- 
ment ... 

Bengal 

Grand Total 

Mds. 

13,66,494 

1,05,633 

37.42,374 

2,36,997 

32,669 

Rs. 

40,99,480 

66,021 

98,92.969 

2,80,274 

1,02,289 

Mds. 

12,67,635 

88,725 

36.78,362 

2,18,945 

19,861 

9,m 

Rs. 

38,02,605 

65,453 

94,58,696 

2,95,642 

62,669 

27,613 

Mds. 

12,21,467 

13,227 

37,36.592 

2,25,830 

19,207 

11,762 

Rs. 

36,64,402 

8,311 

99,46,429 

2,68,407 

69.825 

44,267 

Mds. 

14,97,153 

SB, i 4,690 
2,32,773 
17,269 

Rs. 

41,91,458 

1,03 7*5,821 
3,16,008 
53,656 

64,83,157 

tl,29,112 

1,44,41,033 

2,04,19,614 

62,12,689 

78,53,587 

1,37.02,478 

2,65,24,157 

52,31,075 

80,48,639 

1,39,90,635 

2,61,58,077 

66,61,885 

77,49,909 

1,62,35,042 

2,61,87,204 

1,36.12,209 

4,08,80,647 

1,30,66,176 

8,92,26,635 

1,32,79,763 

4,01,48,713 

1,33,11,794 

4,04,23,146 


Vifference between the quan- 
tity lohich paid duty and 
the quantity which actually 
crossed the line explained. 


Ko lack in supply as com 
pored with prenous years. 


Consumption of untaxed 
salt in addition to that 
U'hicli paid duty? 


the most dangerous source 
of vhich was the great 
Baline tracts in Behar, 


wbere, however, Act XXXI. 
of ISGI is now being intro- 
duced. 


The quantities of salt on which duty was paid at the Panjab 
mines and on the line do not quite coincide with the actual quan- 
tities which were actually delivered at the mines or crossed the 
line. This is due to the fact that the rawannas (or passes) are not 
all made use of in the same year in which the duty is realized on 
them. The actual quantities of salt delivered at the mines or 
crossing the line will be given bereafter. Substituting these for 
the figures given above, we find tbe following quantities of salt 
enter«l the markets for consumption in the area isolated by the 
line : — 


1872 73 
1871-72 
1870-71 
1869-70 


Maunds. Tons. 

1 , 35 , 80,998 4 , 98,894 

1 , 30 , 68,052 4 , 80,051 

1 , 33 , 08,346 4 , 88,862 

1 , 33 , 10,721 4 , 88,965 


This shows that in 1872-73 there was no lack in the supply 
as compared with the previous years. In addition to the duty- 
paying salt, a considerable amount, the quantity of which I' have 
no means of conjectuiing, was nff doubt consumed which paid no. 
duty at all. So far as this Department is concerned, the inost 
dangerous source of decreased receipts owing to illicit salt being 
consumed was the uncontrolled state of the great saline tracts in 
Behar. Act XXXI. of 1861 is now being introduced into that 
province, and it is hoped that the effect of the measiu-es now 
adopted may be good, though they hardly seem adequate to the 
necessities of the case. 
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FINANCIAL RESULTS. 


nuronT ON the administration of tde inland 

Imports from the Mnndi TliG imports from tlio lllandi State pay a duty of oidy ten ■ 

annas per mannd, but as the rode contains only 75 per cent, of 
salt and 25 per cent, of eartby matter, the tax on tlio salt is really 
as liigb as 13 annas 4 pic per maund. It is probable, indeed, that 
practically not much more than 50 per cent, of salt is actually 
extracted for use, in ivliicb case the tax rises to Re. 1-4-0 per maund. 
This is still low, and might, I think, be raised without danger or 
hardship. 


FINANCIAL RESULTS. 7. The gross realizations of the Department, divided amongst 

Dross realizations of the its ditferont branches, were as follows : — 

Department. ' 


JBij Branches, 


1872-73. 

1871-72. 

1870-71. 

1809-70. 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 


Ivohnt ... 

Fnnjnb Mines (Shnhpur) ... 

Mnndi ... 

Line ... ... ... 

Internal branch ... 

Local Salt Works ... 

Sambliar ... 

88,740 

41,85.708 

00,021 

1,10,34,029 

1,02,041 

... 

8,82,47.1 

78,027 

38,82,129 

55,453 

1,13,94,899 

1,11,493 

28,738 

0,59,135 

85,505 

30,85,910 

8,317 

1,17,07,227 

1,14,071 

40,880 

0,30,098 

1,07,023 

41,92,539 

1,19,88,275 

90,570 

... 

1,48,165 


Total 

1,70,20,581 

1,02,09,874 

1,20,78,003 

1,08,32,592 


iSy Governments. Distributing these amongst the different Governments to which ' 

they are now credited in the Budget, the figures are as follows: — 


Tear. 

j 

pAKj.^n. 

NonTii-WcsTcn:? Vnoxm- 

CCS. 

; OUDU. 

i 

CiattnAi. 

rnoviN- 

CCS. 

BcnAn. 

1 

Govt, or 
IxniA. 

Total. 

>5 -si 

M .X3 fe'd 1 

1 

Line. 

Total. 

1 

1 

Line. 

1 I 

lutcroal I 

Total. 

Internal. 

Line. 

Lino. 

Sara- 

bhar. 


Rs. 




Rb. 

Rs. 

Rb. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1872-73 

43,40,636 

47,93,313 

91,33,848 

62,18,681 

1,43,906 

53,02,547 

18,973 

13,42,401 

2,80,331 

8,89,473 

1,70,20,581 

1871-72 

40,16,009 

49,31,103 

89,40,714 

j48,03,764 

j 99,160 

49,02,910 

41,076 

13,04,317 

2,95,723 

0,59,135 

1,62,09,874 

1870-71 

37,79,792 

63,99,417 

91,79 209j 

47,20,948 

1,03,636 

48,30,483 

67,416 

13,11,401 

2,69,461 

6,30,693 

1,62,78,608 

1869-70 ••• 

46,99,662 

62,80,310 98,79,872 

51,36,364 

j 84,404 

52,20,823 

12,100 j 

12,63,429 

3,18,172 

I,49,!85 

1,68,32,592 


CnAEQEs. The charges similarly distributed are shown in the following' 

tables : — 


By Branches. By Branches ; — 



1872-7.3. 

1871-72. 

1870-71. 

1869-70. 

Central OtBce ... 

Kohat ... ... ... 

Panjab Mines (Sbahpur) 

Mandi ... ... ... 

Lino ... ... ... 

Internal Br.anoh 

Local Salt WorkB ... 

Sambhar 

Rs. 

80,489 

27,014 

2,07,461 

8,260 

13.75,560 

2,36,236 

9,38,278 

Rs. 

78,037 

27,667 

2,02,882 

8,080 

13,57,861 

2,31,007 

423 

8,00,726 

Rs.' 

84,961 

29,337 

1,66,397 

2,419 

13,77,496 

2,31,825 

27,640 

4,1 7,623 

Re. 

88,203 

27,016 

1,70,433 

16,22,398 ' 

2,37,664 ■ 

... 

8,121 


Total 

,28,72,297 

27,67,773 

23,26,698 

21,63,829 ■ 
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SECRET HISTORY OF THE 
COURT OF ENGLAND 


CHAPTER I. 

A Truthful Narrative — The Passion of a Prince — A Secret 
Marriage — Charlotte of Mecklenburg-Strelitz — An Ill-mated 
Pair — Lord Chatham in Disguise — The Civil List — War 
and Peace — A Christening and a Naval Victory — Toryism 
— Birth of Frederick, Duke of York — Poland. 

HE secret history of the Court of Eng- 
land, during the last two reigns, will 
afford the reflecting mind abundant 
matter for regret and abhorrence. It has, how- 
ever, been so much the fashion for historians to 
speak of- kings and their ministers in all the ful- 
some terms of flattery, that the inquirer frequently 
finds it a matter of great difficulty to arrive at 
truth. But, fearless of consequences, we will speak 
of facts as they really occurred, and only hope our 
readers will accompany us in the recital with feel- 
ings unwarped by party prejudice, and with a 
determination to judge the actions of kings, lords, 
and commons, not as beings of a superior order, 
but as men. Minds thus constituted will have 



' FINANCIAL RESULTS. 


kepout on the AE^IIINISTIIATION of the inlane 


By GoverjiKenls, 


And divided amongst Governments as follo’n's 


2 


1872-' 

73. 


I’ANJAB. 


iW 

■s 

p p.rt 


Line. 


■t 

1871-T 
72. i 

"■} 

:■} 


J870- 

71. 


1869."1 

70. 


Ka, 
, 40 , 97 , 800 ! 

37,77,030: 

35,92,030 

I 

44,02,109 


42 90,694 83,94,331 


Total. 


Es. 


Ha. 


44,61,000 

49,12,209 

47,51,470: 


82,28,740 

86,04,648! 

91,63,686] 


NoETU-IVnsTEim Tno- 

VINOE3. 


Line. 


Ka. 
,48,17,294 

44,04,267 

43,17,079 

4C,59,680: 


ei JZ 
c u 
65 


Ra. 
-24,320 

-07,980] 

I 

1-77,549 

80,470! 


Total. 


Ke. 
[47,92,9741 

43,30,277 

42,40,430 

44,73,210 


Oomi. 


S « 

63 


Cbs- 

TllAE 

VliO- 

viNcr.a. 


Line. 


Ua. 

-47,971 

-2.7,319 

[-20,905 

-54,014 


Ka. 

9,46,489 


noKAn. 


Ijlnc. 


Sambtiar. 


Kb, 

1,98,092 


Govr.itNsinsT or 
I.SDIA, 


Ra. 

■ 65,80.6 


0,00,001 2,14.2211—2,01,591 
9.09,r,78jl,69,965j-t-2,13,076 


7,04,010 


1,90,105 


ca 

o 


o 


Ra. 

— B0,4S9 
—78,037 
—84,901 


Total, 


-1-1,40,001] "88,203! 


Ks 
1,30,294 

2 80,228] 
-1-1,28,114 
-1-90,350 


ta . 


ra ^ 
c 6* 
2“ 
C3 *• 


Ks. 
1,41,48,284 

1,34,42,101 

1,39,51,970 

1,40,78,703 


Detaila of pcrccntogca of 
chargea on groaa receipta 
arc given in Statement No. 

m., 

but ' arc of little value, be- 
cause, 

lat, certain of the charges 
are not connected teitk the 
collection of duty on salt and 
sugar, and 


2nd, each branch and divi- 
sion of the Departmeni is 
mutually dependent on every 
other. 


THE THREE GREAT 
BRANCHES OF THE 
DEPARTMENT. 
Pakjab Mine.?. 
Receipta. 


In Statement No. III. tlic percentages of cliargc.s on gross 
reccijits arc given in detail; they arc however of very little value, 
first, because, as above explained, certain of the receipts and 
charges are not connected with the collection of duty on salt and 
sugar, and are not intended to show a surplus balance: as, for in- 
stance, the receipts and charges of tlie Sambhar Lake; the receipts 
and charges on account of excavation of salt from the Paujab 
mines. In these cases the charges are about equal to the receipts, 
and therefore unfavourabl)’' affect the percentage of the whole 
charges to receipts. But there is another more general reason 
why percentages of charges to receipts are of not much value in 
detail, and that is, that each branch and division of the Depart- 
ment is mutually dependent on every other, so that the financial 
result of any one branch or divi.sion of the Department convej’s no 
idea of its efficiency. The most striking instance of this is found 
in the case of the Internal Branch, which always shows a large defi- 
cit. But if the luteru.al Bivauch were abolislied, the country within 
the line would bo supplied with enormous quautities of illicit salt, 
which would undersell the duty-])aid salt and cause a most ruin- 
ous diminution in the receipts of the mines and the line and in. the 
sales at Sambhar. 

I shall now proceed to examine each branch of the Depart-^ 
ment in detail, and give such fvu’ther figures and explanations as 
•will, I hope, thoroughly elucidate the variations shown in the 
above abstract tables of receipts and charges. 

8. The receipts from the four sets of mines in the salt range 
for the last four years are shown in the folloudng statement; — 


Vear. 

o 

Najibs oe 

sA 

♦a 

M 

Ifi 

MIKCS. 

rt 

.C3 

’5) 

C5 

•A 

M 

Total, 

w 

s 

s 

*0 

o 

BO 

a 

Grand Total, 

_ 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

IRb, 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1872-73 ... 

... 

34.00,451 

1.88,9^2 

••<,17,824 

1,92,224 

40,93,48; 

86,28? 

41,86,709 

1871-72 ... 

• •• 

29,65.897 

3,97,220 

4,06,645 

2,02,843 

38,02,606 

79,324 

38,82,129 

1870-71 ... 

• •• 

27,99,092 

2,20,08 G 

4,45,040 

1,99,684 

86,64,402 

21,505 

36,86,910 

1869-70 ... 

... 

36,03,171 

4,20,486 

3,99,860 

1,61,940 

44,91,458 

1,081 

44,92,539 
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out alone. At length, the passion of his Royal 
Highness arrived at such a point that he felt his 
happiness depended upon receiving the lady in 
marriage. 

Every individual in his immediate circle, or in 
the list of the Privy Council, was very narrowly 
questioned by the prince, though in an indirect 
manner, to ascertain who was most to be trusted, 
that he might secure, honourably, the possession 
of the object of his ardent wishes. His Royal 
Highness, at last, confided his views to his ne,\t 
brother, Edward, Duke of York, and another per- 
son, who were the only witnesses to the legal 
marriage of the Prince of Wales to the before- 
mentioned- lady, Hannah Lightfoot, which took 
place at Curzon Street Chapel, May Fair, in the 
year 1759. 

This marriage was productive of issue, the par- 
ticulars of which, however, we pass over for the 
present, and only look to the results of the union. 

Shortly after the prince came to the throne, by 
the title of George the Third, ministers became 
suspicious of his marriage with the Quakeress. At 
length they were informed of the important fact, 
and immediately determined to annul it. After 
innumerable schemes how they might best attain 
this end, and thereby frustrate the king’s wishes, 
they devised the "Royal Marriage Act,” by which 
every prince or princess of the blood might not 
marry or intermarr)^ with any ])erson of less dc- 


THREE GREAT BRANCHES 
OF THE department. 


Increase due to the larger 
expenditure on improvements 
at the Mtt’jo mines. 


Hxperimentai excaiuttions in 
Jopi-ka-Tdla were continued 
during the gear, 


but Dr. Worth reports with- 
out any resuU, 


owing to difficulties, 


which have s>7icc been over- 
come. 


Construction of n wngon 
tramway in the low-levcl 
tunnel nooomplislied. 


Hew syetera of working 
the Mayo mines, which is 
detailed in Appendix A., 


REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE INEAND 

and tlie remainder, E,s. 2,07,4G1, is on account of tlie mines. In 
1871-72 tlie cxpenditm’c on this head ivas P»s. 2,02,802. The 
increase is entirely due to the larger expenditure of capital in 
ivories of imjirovemcnt in the jMayo mines under the supervision 
of Dr. Warth. This amounted to Its, 22,000 in 1872-70 against 
Rs. 10,550 in 1871-72. 

In the extr.act from Dr. AYarth’s rejiort printed as Ajipendix 
B. to mi' report for 1871-72 ivill he Ibund a statement of tlie 
drifts ivhicli remained to he completed in 1872-78, amounting to 
3,500 feet. These, I understand, liavc been generally completed, 
ivith the e.xception of about 300 feet of the loiv -level tunnel or 
main drift. Rs. 0,000 ivcrc sanctioned for this purpose. Rs. 3,000 
ivere also sanctioned for the continuance of experimental excava- 
tions in Jogi-ka-Tilla, a point in the salt range onli' 22 miles dis- 
tant from Jhelum. On this experimental shaft Dr. AVarth reports 
as folloivs : — 

“The trial excavation near Jogi-lca-Tilla has not yet led to a 
result, and the aspect is not very promising at present. The tun- 
nel has again met ivith a layer of tlcbris of sandstone, See., from 
strata more recent than the salt bed. The tunnel is driven hori- 
zontal to a length of 325 feet, and from thence a sloping shaft is 
ivorked down to a length of 70 feet. There has been difiiculty in 
continuing the shaft owing to the want ol’ fresh air. The .sloping 
mouth and the raised interior end of the tunnel had to be cut 
down to make the tunnel perfectly horizontal, and this had the 
effect of rendering the air jntre uj) to the mouth of the sloping 
.shaft. Delay was also caused bj' the unwillingness of the Khewra 
minors to work at Jogi-ka-Tilla, It was very difiicult to make 
them leave the Alayo mines, and the contractors had to lie changed 
twice. Now the work is going on again, and I hojie gypsum will 
be reached again, or perhaps we will come upon brine. Dp to the 
]n‘csent the interior of the mountain ajijicavs rcmai’kably dry. 
There is no trace of watei', the jiresence of which renders other 
mining operations so difficult. AA'^c ought therefore to continue 
the excavation at least as long as neither water nor brine appears. 
If, after all, the excavation shoidd not lead to the discovei-y of 
salt, an attempt at boring for salt might be made afterwards.” 

Besides the .above-mentioned grants of Rs. 9,000 and Rs. 3,000, 
a further sum of Rs. 10,000 was sanctioned for the construction 
of a wagon tramway in the low-level tunnel. This has been suc- 
ccssfidlj' accomplished for 1,700 feet, which is the completed length 
of the tunnel. 

All the salt is now bought out of the mines by this tunnel 
along the tramway to near the iveighing-hoirse. The tramway is 
there divided into two branches, each being on an embankment 15 
feet high. 

Down the sides of the embankment the salt is thrown out of 
the wagons, and at the foot the traders fill their bags close to the 
scales. 

In Appendix A. i\'ill be found a detailed explanation of the 
new system of working the Maj'o mines and of pa3'iug the miners, 
with other points of interest connected with the administration of 
the mines during the year 1872-73. Dr. Warth has spared him- 
self neither troiible nor thought in his elaboration of the new sys- 
tem. He has changed the whole aspect of the mines, which, I 
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unfeeling ministers compelled him to marry one of 
the most selfish, vindictive, and tyrannical women 
that ever disgraced human nature ! At the first 
sight of the German princess, the king actual^ 
shrunk from her gaze ; for her countenance was of 
that cast that too plainly told of the nature of the 
spirit working within. 

On the 1 8th of September, the king was obliged 
to subscribe to the formal ceremony of a marriage 
with the before-named lady, at the palace of St. 
James. His Majesty’s brother, Edward, who was 
one of the witnesses to the king’s first marriage 
with Miss Lightfoot, was now also present, and 
used every endeavour to support his royal brother 
through the “trying ordeal,” not only by first 
meeting the princess on her entrance into the 
garden, but also at the altar. 

In the meantime, the Earl of Abercorn informed 
the princess of the previous marriage of the king, 
and of the then existence of his Majesty’s wife ; 
and Lord Harcourt advised the princess to well’ 
inform herself of the policy of the kingdoms, as a 
measure for preventing much future disturbance 
in the country as well as securing an uninterrupted 
possession of the throne to her issue. Presuming, 
therefore, that this German princess had hitherto 
been an open and ingenuous character (which are 
certainly traits very rarely to be found in the mind 
of a . German of her grade), such expositions, inti- 
mations, and dark mysteries were ill calculated to 



IE* THREE GREAT BRANCHES 
OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

TIEPORT OJi THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE INLAND 


c- 


Then there ^vas the difll* 
culty ot erecting the en- 
gines, parts of which were 
found to be iniscoiistructcd 
and others misplaced. 


'Both Lieutenant deAVolshl 
and Mr. AYalker v.'ere laid 
\ip frcfiuently with fever, 
in spite of which they exert- 
ed thcDiBelvcs to the ut- 
most. 

It is expected the line 
will be Oi)en for Iralllc next 
October, 

and will prove highly rc- 
muneraiivc. 


out one coil of rope. Then there was the clifTiculty of erecting 
the engines with no ]woper workshops, and no litters but natives, 
two of whom were laid up Avith fever for six Aveelcs at a time. 
Parts of the engine Avero misconstructed and others mis])laccd. 
Lieutenant deWolski Avas of opinion that they could never liaA'C 
been put together and tested in England, and that the Avay in Avhicli 
thej" Avere packed and .sent out Avas not at all creditable to those 
concerned. These arc technical ]ioints on Avliich, no doubt, Lieu- 
teuaiit deWolski Avill rei)ort. Both Lieutenant deWolski and 
Mr. Walker were laid up frequently Avith fever, in spite of Avhich I 
am satisfied that the}" exerted tiiemselves to the utmost, and it is 
due to their energ}’ and ingenuity in OA'crcomiug dilTiculties that the 
Avork has progressed so far as it has. It is expected that the line 
AA'illbe open fortrallic next October, although more lias been spent 
on the line than Avas estimated ; there is every reason to believe 
that, unless some unforeseen accident occurs to interrupt its work- 
ing, it Avill proA'C highly remunerative. It is estimated that a 
li-cight charge of tAVO annas jier maund for carriage of the salt from 
the mines to Chak Nkiim Avill be profitable to the trader, and Avill 
provide a surplus revenue to Government Avhich Avill in four years 
rejiay the capital expended. 


Lisc. 


Hedge. 


Closing of tlio gnp be- 
tween the Satlnj nnd Indus 
lines, 


cilccted by diversion of 
the Satlnj lino from Mailsi 
to the north-west, 


and extension of the In- 
dus lino soutliwards. 


thereby rendering tlie salt 
revenue more sceure, and 
largely increasing the sugar 
revenue. 


Zeusih of the hedge in- 
creased by the above mea 
sure. 


11. The only important change made in the Customs harrier 
Avas in the !Miiltau Division. The Sathij line formerly ran paral- 
lel Avith that river on its right liank to a point near its junction 
Avith the Chenab, AAdiicb it crossed and then ]n'oceeded to Jatoi 
on the Indus. The Indus liuc stopped near Kot Sultan, about 
90 miles north. Thus, there AA’as a gap guarded only by the 
district establishments, tliroiigh which not only Kobat salt, but 
salt from Sindh and the Dera Jat, could be brought. The Satlaj 
line has nOAV been diverted from Mailsi to the north-west, pass- 
ing by Diiuiapur and Basti Malak, then taking a detoiu’ to the 
south of the sugar-trading towns of Shujabad and Khdngarb, it 
proceeds to Kiujar on the Indus. From Kinjar the new line 
runs north, parallel to the river, by Koresbi, Sanawa, Kot Adu 
and Dera Din Pauab, and meets the Indus line (Shahpur Dm- 
sion), which has been extended southwards to the boundary of 
the Dera Ishmael Khan and !Muzaffargarh Districts. B3' this 
means the gap has been closed. The triangidar tract bounded 
by the ncAv line betAvecn Mailsi and Kinjar, the Indus and the 
Satlaj rivers, has been thrown above or outside the line, and it 
is possible that a small amount of salt reA^enuo may be sacrificed 
in this tract, although it is belicA'ed that all but the poorest classes 
Avill continvie to consume Labor salt, to which they have been 
accustomed. On the other band, the salt revenue within the line 
has been rendered much more secure, and the sugar revenue AAdll 
be largely iucreased, as the whole Multdn line up to the point 
where it meets the Indus line near Kot Sultan has been declared 
a line for the collection of sugar export duties. The length of 
the Customs barrier has, by this measure, been increased bj’’ 47 
miles. The sanctioned cost of making the new line, Anth the 
necessary buildings, was Rs. 11,270, and the increased establish- 
ment involves a permanent increased expeuditiu-e of Rs. 371 per 
mensem, or Rs. 4,452 per annum. This expendiUu’e wilLbe abund- 
antly rejAaid b,y the iucreased security :of the salt revenue and 
the larger receipts from the exjAort duties on sugar. Owing priu- 
• cipaUy to this drversion of the Multan line, the total length of the 
(.'’ustoms hedge or barrier — that is, the whole line excluswe of the 
■ Indus portion and the divisions south of Iloshangabad — has iu- 
creased from 1,197 miles to 1,248 miles. 
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the search proving fruitless, the king was again, 
almost distracted. 

Every one in the queen’s confidence was ex- 
pected to make any personal sacrifice of feeling 
whenever her Majesty might require it ; and, con- 
sequently, new emoluments, honours, and posts of 
dignity were continually needful for the preser- 
vation of such unnatural friendships. From this 
period, new creations of peers were enrolled ; 
and, as it became expedient to increase the num- 
ber of the “privy cabal,” the nation was freely 
called upon, by extra taxation and oppressive bur- 
dens of various kinds, to supply the necessary 
means to support this vile system of bribery and 
misrule ! 

We have dwelt upon this important period, be- 
cause we wish our countrymen to see the origin 
of our overgrown national debt, — the real cause of 
England’s present wretchedness. 

The coronation of their Majesties passed over, a 
few days after their marriage, without any remark- . 
able feature, save that of an additional expense to 
the nation. The queen generally appeared at ease, 
though she seized upon every possible occasion to 
slight all persons from whom she feared any state 
explanation, which might prove inimical to her 
wishes. The wily queen thought this would effec- 
tually prevent their frequent . appearance at court, 
as well as cause their banishment from the council- 
chamber. 


HE THREE GREAT BRANCHES 
OF THE DEPARTMENT. 


JlIANBI. 

Good progress jnadc. 


Saoar. 

Ten miles of perfect green 
hedge added. 


HosnAKOABAD. 

Great improvement hashcen 
made. 


Kohat salt, 

Indus Liuo. 

Object of Us mainlenance. 


Statistics oi tEo Kobat 
mines. 


Indus Line expenses more 
than met by Kohat revenue. 


MPORT ON T13E ADMINISTKATION OF THE INLAND 

locusts will, Jis in 1872-73, settle on the hedge, and, if they do no 
worse, check its growth ; and finally, we have the natural decay of 
the trees to encounter, keeping us continually planting and trans- 
planting without cessation or intermission. In 1872-73 we had 
one more scourge in the shape of an Assistant Revenue Surveyor 
in the Bdh Pinuhat Tahsil of the Agra Division, who, before I 
could communicate with his superior, had cut gaps in the Bah 
andFathiahad heats in four places at his will and pleasure, destroy- 
ing wantonly what it has cost us, of all grades, years of labour to 
rear and bring to perfection.” Notwithstanding all this, the hedge 
in the greater part of the Agra Division flourishes to such a heiglit 
and thickness as to be, if not a “thing of beauty,” a standing 
monument of the industry of our oflicers and men and an impervi- 
ous barrier to smugglers. 

In the Jhansi Division good progress has been made, 14 miles 
having been added to the ])crfect barrier. Here complaints are 
made of the destruction caused by fires, and some difficulty is 
experienced in keeping down the grass near the hedge. 

In the Sagar Division 10 miles of perfect green hedge have 
been added since last year, and great pains are being taken to 
improve it. In this division there are more than six miles of stone 
wall. There is no dry hedge. 

Lastly, in the Iloshangabad Division great improvement has 
been made. Here, too, the hedge is all green ; 32 miles are quite 
efficient against 4 last year, and 98 mile.s are rapidly a])pi*oacliing 
efficiency. This hedge has all been made since 18G7-G8. The 
most efficient portion is in the eastern beats, where it is most 
wanted. 

13. It has been above stated that the cost of the Indus Yalley 
Line was Rs. 59,525 in 1872-73 against Rs. 57,785 in 1871-72. 
The object of this line is to prevent Kohat salt crossing the Indus. 
Its cost may, therefore, fairly be compared with the revenue 
derived from the Kohat salt. 


The follounng table gives the statistics of the Kohat mines for 
the past four years : — 
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4,96,216 

Rs. 
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85,665 
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29,337 

3,75,928 
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4,13,984 

Rs. 

88,745 

Rs. 

27.014 


The net revenue in 1872-73 was Rs, 61,731 against Rs. 50,470 
in the previous year. 

The Indus Line expenses were thus more than met by the 
Kohat revenue. 
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By this treaty, the original cause of the war was 
removed by the cession of Canada to England; 
This advantage, if advantage it may be called, cost 
this country eighteen millions of money, besides 
the loss of three hundred thousand men ! Every 
friend of humanity must shudder at so wanton 
a sacrifice of life, and so prodigious an expen- 
diture of the public money! But this was only 
the commencement of the reign of imbecility and 
Germanism. 

On the 1 2th of August, her Majesty was safely 
delivered of a prince. ’Court etiquette requires 
numerous witnesses of the birth of an heir-appar- 
ent to the British throne. On this occasion, how- 
ever, her Majesty’s extraordinary delicacy dispensed 
with a strict adherence to the forms of state ; for 
only the Archbishop of Canterbury was allowed to 
be in the room. But there were more powerful 
reasons than delicacy for this unusual privacy, 
which will hereafter appear. 

On the 1 8th of September following, the cere- 
mony of christening the royal infant was per- 
formed by the Archbishop of Canterbury, in the 
great council-chamber of his Majesty’s palace, and 
the young prince was named George Augustus 
Frederick. 

In this year, the city of Havana surrendered 
to the English, whose troops were commanded by 
Lord Albermarle and Admiral Pococke. Nine 
sail of the line and four frigates were taken in the 
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machinery was the keystone of all the mischiefs 
■^nd miseries of the nation. It was Lord Bute’s 
opinion that all things should be made subser- 
vient to the queen, and he framed his measures 
accordingly. 

The earl was succeeded by Mr. George Gren- 
ville. Little alteration for the better, however, 
was manifested in the administration, although the 
characters and principles of the new ministers 
were supposed to be of a liberal description ; but 
this may possibly be accounted for by the Earls 
of Halifax and Egremont continuing to be the 
secretaries of state. 

In this memorable year, the celebrated John 
Wilkes, editor of The North Briton^ was committed 
to the Tower, for an excellent, though biting, criti- 
cism on his Majesty’s speech to the two houses of 
Parliament. The queen vigorously promoted this 
unconstitutional and tyrannical act of the new gov- 
ernment, which was severely censured by many 
members of the House of Commons. Among the 
rest, Mr, Pitt considered the act as , an infringe- 
ment upon the rights of the people ; and, although 
he condemned the libel, he said he would come 
at the author fairly, — not by an open breach of 
the constitution, and a contempt of all restraint. 
Wilkes, however, came off triumphantly, and his 
victory was hailed with delight by his gratified 
countrymen. 

In the midst of this public agitation, the q 



CHAPTER II. 


Mr. Wilkes Is Tried — Prize-money — Female Tyranny — 
Enormous Supplies— The Death of a Generous Duke — 
Secret-service Money — Four-pence per Day — A Real 
Father to His Subjects — The Curse of the RoyaJ Born — 
Mis-spent Funds — Lord North — Letters of Junius — Doc- 
tor Wilmot — Anonymous Letters — Convincing Proof, 

URING the year 1764 much public 
anxiety and disquietude was manifested. 
Mr, Wilkes again appeared before a pub- 
lic tribunal for publishing opinions not in accord- 
ance with the reigning powers. The House of 
Commons sat so early as seven o’clock in the 
morning to consider his case, and the Speaker 
actually remained in the chair for twenty hours, 
so important was the matter considered. 

About the end of this year, the king became 
much indisposed, and exhibited the first signs of 
that mental abeiration which, in after years, so 
heavily afidicted him. The nation, in general, sup- 
posed this to have arisen from his Majesty’s anx- 
iety upon the fearful asjDect of affairs, which was 
then of the most gloomy nature, both at home and 
abroad. Little, indeed, did the multitudes imagine 
the real cause ; little did the priv^ate gentleman, 
the industrious tradesman, the worthy mechanic, 

13 



CHAPTER II. 


Mr. Wilkes Is Tried — Prize-money — Female Tyranny — 
Enormous Supplies — The Death of a Generous Duke — 
Secret-service Money — Four-pence per Day — A Real 
Father to His Subjects — The Curse of the RoyaJ Born — 
Mis-spent Funds — Lord North — Letters of Junius — Doc- 
tor Wilmot — Anonymous Letters — Convincing Proof, 

URING the year 1764 much public 
anxiety and disquietude was manifested. 
Mr. Wilkes again appeared before a pub- 
lic tribunal for publishing opinions not in accord- 
ance with the reigning powers. The House of 
Commons sat so early as seven o’clock in the 
morning to consider his case, and the Speaker 
actually remained in the chair for twenty hours, 
so important was the matter considered. 

About the end of this year, the king became 
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that mental abeiration which, in after years, so 
heavily afflicted him. The nation, in general, sup- 
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the industrious tradesman, the worthy mechanic, 
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ing to this circumstance, a new office was created, 
under the name of “Secretary of State for the 
Colonies,” and to which the Earl of Hillsborough 
was appointed. 

The Earl of Chatham having resigned. Parlia- 
ment was dissolved. Party spirit running high, 
the electioneering contests were unusually violent, 
and serious disorders occurred. Mr. Wilkes was 
returned for Middlesex; but, being committed to 
the King’s Bench for libels on the government, the 
mob rescued Wilkes from the soldiers, who were 
conducting him thither. The military were or- 
dered to fire on the people, and one man, who was 
singled out and pursued by the soldiers, was shot 
dead. A coroner’s inquest brought this in wilful 
murder, though the higher authorities not only ac- 
quitted the magistrates and soldiers, ’ but actually 
returned public thanks to them ! 

At this period, the heart sickens at the rela- 
tions given of the punishments inflicted on many 
private soldiers in the guards. They were each 
allowed only four pence per day. If they deserted 
and were retaken, the poor delinquents suffered 
the dreadful infliction of five hundred lashes. 
The victims thus flagellated very seldom escaped 
with life ! In the navy, also, the slightest offence 
or neglect was punished with inexpressible tor- 
tures. This infamous treatment of brave men can 
only be accounted for by the fact that officers in 
the army and navy either bought their situations 
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and other crafty and designing persons, to whose 
opinions and determinations he had become a per- 
fect slave. It is to be regretted that he had not 
sufficient nerve to eject such characters from his 
councils ; for assuredly the nation would have 
been, to a man, willing to protect him from their 
vile machinations ; but once subdued, he was sub- 
dued for ever. 

From the birth, a prince is a subject of flattery, 'll 
and is even caressed for his vicious propensities ; 'I 
nay, his minions never appear before him without 
a mask, while every artifice that cunning can sug- 
gest is practised to deceive him. He is n ot al- 
lowed _to mix in general society, and_therefore is I 
ignorant of the wants and wishes of the people 
oveF whom he is^destinecT^o reign. When he 
becomes a king, his*counselIors obtain his signa- 
ture whenever they desire it ; and, as his extrava- 
gance increases, so must sums of money, in some 
way or other, be extorted from his suffering and 
oppressed subjects. Should his ministers prove 
ambitious, war is the natural result, and the money 
of the poor is again in request to furnish means 
for their own destruction. Whereas, had the 
prince been associated with the intelligent and 
respectable classes of society, he might have 
warded off the evil, and, instead of desolating 
war, peace might have shed her gentle influ- 
ence over the land. Another barbarous custom ' 
is the injunction imposed upon royal succession 
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ncccssr^ry, invitations for splendid parties were 
given in order to assume an appearance of confi- 
dence and quietness v/hich her Majesty could not, 
and did not, possess. 

In this year, Lord Chatham publicly avowed his 
sentiments in these words: "Infuse a portion of 
health into the constitution to enable it to bear its 
infirmities.’' Previoms to making this remark, his 
lordship, of course, was well acquainted with the 
causes of the then present distresses of the coun- 
try, as well as the sources from whence those 
causes originated. But one generous patriot is not 
sufficient to put a host of antagonists to flight. 
The carl’s measures were too mild to be heeded 
b)' the minions of the queen then in power; his 
intention being “to persuade and .soften, not to 
irritate and offend." We may infer that, had he 
been merely a "party man,” he would naturally 
concur in any enterprise likely to create a bustle 
without risk to himself; but, upon c.xamination, 
he appears to have loved the cause of independ- 
ence, and was willing to sujjport it by ever}' 
personal sacrifice. 

About this time, the Duke of Grafton resigned 
his office of first lord of the treasur}', in which lie 
was succeeded by that disgrace to his country. 
Lord North, who then commenced his long and 
disastrous administration. Doctor Wilmot was a 
friendly preceptor to this nobleman, while at the 
university ; but it was frequently a matter of 
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the hour appomted. The doctor felt much sur- 
prised when he was accosted by — Lord Bute ! 
who immediately suggested that Doctor Wilmot 
should assist the administration, as her Majesty 
had entire confidence in him ! The doctor briefly 
declined, and very soon afterward commenced his 
political career. Thus the German princess always 
endeavoured to inveigle the friends of the people. 

Lord Chatham had been introduced to Doctor 
Wilmot by the Duke of Cumberland ; and it was 
from these associations with the court and the 
members of the several administrations that the 
doctor became so competent to write his unpar- 
alleled " Letters of Junius.” 

We here subjoin an incontrovertible proof of 
Doctor Wilmot’s being the author of the work 
alluded to: 



This is a facsimile of the doctor’s handwriting, 
and must for ever set at rest the long disputed 
question of “Who is the author of Juinus?” 
The people were really in need of the advocacy 
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CHAPTER III. 


Tyranny — Printers and the Proceedings of Parliament — The 
ICing Outwitted — The “ Thirty-nine Articles ” — Parliamen- 
tary Bickerings — East India Company — The Earl of Chat- 
ham and the King — Commercial Credit — Death of a 
Debauchee — The American Revolution — Heavy Taxation 

— An Unhappy Condition of Affairs — German Despotism 

— Cowardly Inactivity. 

HE year 1771 was productive of little 
else than harassing distresses to the 
poor labourer and mechanic. At this 
period, it was not unusual to tear the husband 
from the wife, and the parent from the child, 
and immure them within the damp and noisome 
walls of a prison, to prevent any interposition on 
the part of the suffering multitudes. Yes, coun- 
trymen, such tyranny was practised to ensure the 
secrecy of truth, and to destroy the wishes of 
a monarch, who was rendered incompetent to 
act for himself. 

Various struggles were made this year to curb 
the power of the judges, particularly in cases 
relating to the liberty of the press, and also to 
destroy the power vested in the attorney-general 
of prosecuting cx officio, without the intervention 
of a grand jury, or the forms observed by courts of 
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toward them. The contest finally terminated in 
favour of the printers, who have ever since con- 
tinued to publish the proceedings of Parlia- 
ment, and the speeches of the members, without 
obstacle. 

In this year, the marriage of the Duke of Cum- 
berland with Mrs. Horton took place. The king 
appeared electrified when the matter was • com- 
municated to him, and declared that he never 
would forgive his royal brother’s conduct, who, 
being informed of his Majesty’s sentiments, thus 
wrote to him : ‘‘ Sire, my welfare will ensure your 
own ; you cannot condemn an affair there is a 
precedent for, even in your own person ! ” — 
alluding to his Majesty’s marriage with Hannah 
Lightfoot. His Majesty was compelled to ac- 
knowledge this marriage, from the Duke of 
Cumberland having made a confidant of Colo- 
nel Luttrell, brother of Mrs. Horton, with regard 
to several important state secrets which had 
occurred in the years 1759, 17^0, 1761, 1762, 
and 1763. 

This Duke of Cumberland also imbibed the 
family complaint of bigamy ; for he had been 
married, about twelve months previous, to a daugh- 
ter of Doctor Wilmot, who, of course, remon- 
strated against such unjust treatment. The king 
solemnly assured Doctor Wilmot that he might 
rely upon his humanity and 'honour. The doctor 
paused, and had the courage to say, in reply, “I 
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therefore, deemed expedient to keep politics and 
religion as close together as possible, by enforcing 
the strictest obedience of all demands made upon 
the clergy, in such forms and at such times as 
should best accord with the political system of the 
queen. In consequence of which, the petitions 
were rejected by a majority of 217 borough- 
mongers against seventy-one real representatives 
of the people ! 

An act, passed this session, for “ Making more 
effectual provisions to guard the descendants of 
the late king, George the Second, from marrying 
without the approbation of his Majesty, bis heirs, 
and successors, first had and obtained,” was stren- 
uously opposed by the liberal party in every stage 
of its progress through both houses. It was gen- 
erally supposed to have had its origin in the 
marriage contracted but a few months before by 
the Duke of Cumberland with Mrs. Horton, relict 
of Colonel Horton, and daughter of Lord Irnham ; 
and also in a private, though long-suspected, mar- 
riage of the Duke of Gloucester to the Countess- 
dowager of Waldegrave, which the duke at this 
time openly avowed. But were there not other 
reasons which operated on the mind of the queen 
(for the poor king was only a passive instrument in 
her power) to force this bill into a law ? Had she 
not an eye to her husband’s former alliance with 
the Quakeress, and the Duke of York's marriage 
in Italy ? The latter was even more dangerous to 
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mercantile classes were further augmented by a 
great diminution in the gold coin, in consequence 
of wear and fraud, — such loss, by act of Parlia- 
ment, being thrown upon the holders. 

At this time the discontents which had long 
been manifest in the American colonies broke out 
into open revolt. The chief source of irritation 
against the mother country was the impolitic 
measure of retaining a trifling duty on tea, as an 
assertion of the right of the British Parliament to 
tax the colonies. 

The year 1774 bore a gloomy and arbitrary 
character, with wars abroad and uneasiness at 
home. The county of Nottingham omitted to 
raise their militia in the former year, and in this 
they were fined two thousand pounds. 

Louis the Fifteenth of France died this year of 
the smallpox, caught from a country girl, introduced 
to him by Madame du Barre to gratify his sensual 
desires. He was in the sixty-fourth year of his 
age, and in the fifty-ninth of'his reign. The gross 
debaucheries into which he had sunk, with the 
despotic measures he had adopted toward the 
Chamber of Deputies in his latter years, had en- 
tirely deprived him of his appellation of the “ Well- 
beloved.” Few French sovereigns have left a 
less respected memory. 

The year 1775 was also one of disquiet. The 
city of London addressed the throne, and petitioned 
against the existing grievances, expressing their 
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a thirst after blood is i^ver so effectually quenched^ 
as whe n it is rep ressed by the inIIuelice~of~kno\vl- 
edge, which t eaches humil?ty 7^odefaHbn^~b'enevo- / 
^^eT^dlhe practice of every otHeFwtue. IrH 
civilised society there cannot be an equality of 
propert}' ; and, from the dissimilarity in human 1 
organisation, there cannot be equality in the power / 
Ijind vigour of the' mind. All men, however, arej 
entitled to, and ought to enjoy, a perfect equality 
in civil and political rights. In the absence of 
this just condition a nation can only be partially 
free. The people of such a nation e.\ist under 
unequal laws, and those persons upon whom in- 
juries are inflicted by the partial operation of those 
laws are, it must be conceded, the victims of an 
authority which they cannot control. Such was,' 
unhappily, the condition of the English people at 
this period. To prevent truth from having aiA 
impartial hearing and explanation, the plans of 1 
government were obliged to be of an insincerej 
and unjust character. The consequences were 
the debasement of morals and the prostitution 
of the happiness and rights of the people. But 
power was in the grasp of tyranny, attended on 
each side by pride and cruelty ; while fear pre- 
sented an excuse for silence and apathy, and left 
artifice and avarice to extend their baneful influ- 
ence over society. British courage was stifled by 
arbitrary persecutions, fines, and imprisonment, 
which threatened to overwhelm all who dared to 
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' CHAPTER IV. 
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French Assistance in America — l.ord Chialiam the Champion 

— Ribbons and Garters — Hurkc vs. Xortlt — The Great Lord 
Abingdon — Riots — Defeat at Yorktown — A Political Coali- 
tion — Princely Pleasures — ’'The System ’’ — Irish Prosecu- 
tions — The Prince and Mrs. ntzhcrbcrl — A Heated Debate 
— The Prince Again — Splendid Fetes. 

the commencement of 1777 the sev- 
cral states of Europe had their eyes 
fixed on the contest between this coun- 
try and the colonics. The French government 
assisted the Americans with fleets and armies, 
though they did not enter into the contest pul>- 
licly. Queen Charlotte still persevered in her de- 
signs against America, and bore entire sway over 
her unfortunate husband. The country, as might 
be expected, was in a state of great excitement, 
owing to the adoption of measures inimical to the 
wishes and well-being of the people. The greater 
power the throne assumed, the larger amounts were 
necessarily drawn from the people, to reward fawn- 
ing courtiers and borough proprietors. 

This year thirteen millions of money were deemed 
needful for the public service, and the debts of the 
civil list a second time discharged ! At this time 
the revenues did not amount to eight millions, and, 
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speech, dclivcrc<i in ihc Hense of Lords, this 
intendew took j>;are. His lordship pressed tl’.c 
queen to relieve tiic peop-c. and, by every pr'ssi- 
hie means, to mitipne th.e public burdens. Lut, 
though her Mnjc.sty v.a,s gentle in her langu.-sgc, 
she cNjircssed her.sclf positively and dcnsively as Ijc- 
ing advcr.'-e to his vic'.v.s; and toed: the opportunity 
of reminding iiim of the secrecy of state affair, s. 
-\s Lord Cliatliam h:ul once giveir his stdemn 
jnomise never to permit those secrets to transpire, 
he resolved faithfully to keep lu'.s e.ngagcmcnt, 
though their di.sclosurc would have opened tin; 
eyes of the public to the disgraceful procecding.s 
of iurrseli and minister.';. 'J'he noble c.arl retired 
from hi.s roval audience in much confusion and 
agitation of mind : and on the following <kiy. Ajrril 
the ytli. went to the Ib.iuse, and delivered a most 
energetic .sjjccch, winch v.-ns replied to by the 
Duke of Richmond. Lonl Chatltam afterward 
made an effort to ri.se, as if labouring to give 
c.xprc.ssiun to sonic great idea ; liui, before he 
could utter a word, pressed his hand on iiis bosom, 
and fell down in a convulsive fit. The Duke of 
Cumberland and Lord Temple caught him in their 
arms, and removed him into the prince's chamber. 
Medical assistance being immediately rendered, in 
a short time his lordshiji in some measure re- 
covered, and was removed to his favourite villa 
at Haye.s, in Kent. Hopes of his complete re.s- 
toration to health, however, proved delusive, and 
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being supported by the queen, eveiy vote for 
supplies was carried by great majorities ; for the 
year’s service alone fifteen millions were thus 
agreed to. As the family of the king increased, 
extra sums were also deemed requisite for each 
of his children ; and what amounts could not be 
raised by taxation were procured by loans, — thus 
insulting the countr}-, by permitting its expenditures 
to exceed its means of income to an enormous 
extent. 

Many representations were made to Lord North 
that public opinion was opposed to the system 
pursued by ministers ; but he was inflexible, and . 
the generous interpositions of some members of 
the Upper House proved also unavailing. The 
independent members of the Commons remon- 
strated, and Mr. Burke brought forward plans 
for the reduction of the national cxi^enditurc and 
the diminution of the influence of the Crown ; but 
they were finally rejected, though not until violent 
conflicts had taken place, in which Lord North 
found himself more than once in the minority. 

About this time, Mr. Dunning, a lawyer and an 
eminent speaker, advocated, in a most sensible 
manner, the necessity of taking into consideration 
the affairs of Ireland ; but ministers defeated the 
intended benefit, and substituted a plan of their 
own, which they had previously promised to Ire- 
land ; namely, to permit a free exportation of their 
woollen manufactures. The unassuming character 
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not wish to deny. The memorable speech of Lord 
Abingdon proved his lordship to be one of these, 
and, as this speech so admirably distinguishes 
privilege from tyranny, we hope to be excused 
for introducing it in our pages. We give it in 
his lordship’s own words : 

“ My Lords ; — Although there is no noble 
lord more zealously attached to the privileges of 
this House than I am, yet when I see those privi- 
leges interfering with, and destructive of, the 
rights of the people, there is no one among the 
people more ready to oppose those privileges than 
myself. And, my lords, my reason is this : that 
the privileges of neither House of Parliament were 
ever constitutionally given to either to combat with 
the rights of the people. They were given, my 
lords, that each branch of the legislature might 
defend itself against the encroachments of the 
other, and to preserve that balance entire, which is 
essential to the preservation of all. 

“This was the designation, this is the use of 
privilege ; and in this unquestionable shape let us 
apply it. Let us apply it against the encroach- 
ments of the Crown, and not suffer any lord (if any 
such there be), who, having clambered up into the 
House upon the ladder of prerogative, might wish 
to yield up our privileges to that prerogative. Let 
us make use of our privileges against the other 
House of Parliament, whenever occasion shall 
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may arise betwixt the king and his people, on 
pain of imprisonment, until they bring forth the 
author.’ The statutes of the 2d of Richard the 
Second, Chapter 5, and the 14th of the same 
reign, are to the same effect. It is there enacted, 
that, ‘ No person shall devise, or tell any false 
news Or lies of any lord, prelate, officer of the gov- 
ernment, judge, etc., by which any slander shall 
happen to their persons, or mischief come to the 
kingdom, upon pain of being imprisoned ; and 
where any one hath told false news or lies, and 
cannot produce the author, he shall suffer impris- 
onment, and be punished by the king’s counsel.’ 
Here, then, my lords, two things are clearly 
pointed out, to wit, the person to be punished, 
and what the mode of punishment is. The person 
to be punished is the author, when produced ; the 
mode of punishment is by the king’s counsel ; so 
that, in the present case, the printer having given 
up the author, he is discharged from punishment ; 
and if the privilege of punishment had been in this 
House, the right is barred by these statutes ; for 
how is the punishment to be had ? Not by this 
House, but by the king’s counsel. And, my lords, 
it cannot be otheiAvise ; for, if it were, the freedom 
of the press were at an end ; and for this purpose 
was this modern doctrine, to answer modern views, 
invented, — a doctrine which I should ever stand 
up in opposition to, if even the right of its exer- 
cise were in us. But the right is not in us ; it is 
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be taken • into custody, and brought before this 
House ? If so, at whose suit was Mr. Parker to 
be examined ? Where are the records ? Where 
are the papers of appeal? Who is the plaintiff, 
and who the defendant? There is nothing like 
it before your lordships ; for if there had, and Mr. 
Parker, in such case, had disobeyed the order of 
this House, he was not only punishable for his con- 
tumacy and contempt, but every magistrate in the 
kingdom was bound to assist your lordships in 
having him forthcoming at your lordship’s bar. 
Whereas, as it is, every magistrate in the kingdom 
is bound, by the law of the land, to release Mr. 
Parker, if he be taken into custody by the present 
order of this House. Nothing can be more true 
than that, in our judicial capacity, we have a right 
to call for evidence at our bar, and to punish the 
witness if he does not appear. The whole body of 
the law supports us in this right. But, under the 
pretext of privilege, to bring a man by force to 
the bar, when we have our remedy at law, to ac- 
cuse, condemn, and punish that man, at the mere 
arbitrary will and pleasure of this House, not sit- 
ting as a court of justice, is tyranny in the ab- 
stract. It is against law; it is subversive of the 
constitution ; it is incompetent to this House ; and, 
therefore, my lords, thinking as I do, that this 
House has no right forcibly to bring any man to 
its bar, but in the discharge of its proper functions, 
as a court of judicature, I shall now move your 
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gaily and wastcfully spent the public money ; while 
jictitions were presented, praying " for a correction 
of abuses in the public expenditure.” Riots in 
many parts of England were the consequences of 
unju.stly continuing wars and taxation, and several 
hundred people were killed and wovmdcd by the 
military ; while many others forfeited their lives on 
the scaffold for daring to niisc their arms against 
tyranny. Lord George Gordon was also committed 
to the Tower on a charge of high treason ; but no 
jury’ of his countiy'men could be found to consider 
his undaunted attempt to redress the people's griev- 
ances as treasonable, and he was, consequently, 
honourably acquitted. The influence of her Maj- 
esty, however, kept a minister in office, though 
contrary' to the sense of the wisest and best part 
of the community; and a ruinous war was .still 
permitted to drain the blood and money of the 
many. 

War might probably be considered by those in 
power a legal trade ; but was it not continued for 
the untenable purpose of avarice? We think it 
was. There did not appear to be any rational hope 
for reform or retrenchment, while men versed in 
corruption were so enriched, and had an almost 
unlimited sway over the councils of the reigning 
authority. Popular commotion was dreaded ; yet 
the ministers could not be prevailed upon to dispel 
the cause of an.xiety by conciliatory measures, — 
by a timely redress of grievances, by concession of 
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gentlemanly exploits, so that his dissembled appear- 
ance was received, by those unacquainted with him, 
as the sure and incontestable mark of a great and 
noble soul. But, before our pages are concluded, 
we fear we must, in duty, prove him a widely dif- 
ferent character. It is true, his acquaintance 
with political characters was chiefly amongst “ the 
Wliigs ; ” it may also be added that those “ Whigs,” 
so particularly intimate with this prince, did not 
gain much b)'’ their connection with him, but finally 
became as supine and venal as himself. They de- 
termined that, as the heir apparent, he should not 
be allowed to suffer any deterioration of greatness, 
and the principles and practices of so mighty ah 
indmdual were considered by them to constitute a 
sufficient patent for continual imitation. 

At this period, Mr. Dunning moved his famous 
resolution to the House, with unbending firmness 
and uncompromising fidelity. He said, “The in- 
fluence of the Crown has increased, is increasing, 
and ought to be diminished.” It was carried by a 
majority of 233 against 215 ; but a second resolu- 
tion, which was to give effect to the first, was lost 
by a majority of fifty-one votes. 

In the year 1 78 1, William Pitt, the second son of 
the late Lord Chatham, delivered his first speech 
in the Commons, in favour of the bill introduced 
by Mr. Burke, on the subject of reform. 

Lord North brought forward the budget on the 
7th of March, containing the various items needful 
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In the beginning of July, the unexpected death 
of the Marquis of Rockingham threw the whole 
Cabinet into extreme disorder ; and another resigna- 
tion of ministers took place, on which occasion Mr. 
Pitt was constituted “chancellor of the excheq- 
uer,” although only twenty-three years of age ! 
Lord Shelburne accepted the office of premier, at 
the request of the king, which gave great offence 
to Mr. Fox and the Duke of Portland, who resigned. 
The countr}'- was little benefited by this change, as 
the money required for the service of the year was 
more than twenty-four millions, of which thirteen 
had to be raised by loans. 

In November, the provisional articles of peace 
were signed at Paris between the commissioners 
of England and those of the United States. 

The Shelburne party were obliged to retire in 
1783, having, by their arbitrary measures, drawn 
upon themselves general displeasure throughout 
the country. 

Much surprise was created at the une.xpected 
coalition of Lord North and Mr. Fox, which was 
the natural result of the pressing case of the 
prince, to whom the queen had confidentially en- 
trusted his father’s breach of the law, in the 
solemnisation of his marriage with herself. The 
queen, in fact, used the prince’s influence to pre- 
vail upon Mr. Fox to join Lord North, as he was 
well informed upon all the circumstances of the 
king’s first marriage. Although the political 
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after period that the whole truth was stated to 
her by the prince. 

New taxes alone could furnish means for the 
immense additional annuities now imposed upon 
the country ; and thus were sums for every suc- 
ceeding year’s demand . increased. 

At this period, the Prince of Wales and his 
next brother were associated in dissipation of 
every kind. Their love of gaming was prover- 
bial, and their excess of indulgence in voluptuous- 
ness soon exhausted the income allowed them by 
the country. Their caprices were various, but 
those of the prince were most strilungly evinced 
in his abruptly declining his engagements with 
the celebrated Mrs. Robinson. His usual plan 
was, when fascinated by the appearance of a new 
object, to exert every nerve to possess it. Pres- 
ents, accompanied by the highest eulogiums, and 
protestations of eternal love and constancy, were 
always pressed upon the acceptance of the in- 
tended victim ; and thus, by apparent devotion 
and unconquerable passion, many were the delu- 
sions he practised, and the outrages he committed, 
upon the unsuspecting virtue of woman. 

Had a plebeian committed but one act similar 
to those in which the prince was so frequently the 
principal character, his life must have atoned for 
his fault, and a destitute family, in consequence, 
been plunged into distraction. But, because the 
prince was of such high-reputed family, he must. 
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various slate subjects, Mr. Pitt submitted bis opin- 
ion upon the c.\travagancc and improj)er pursuits 
of the prince, adding, “ I mucli fear, your Majesty, 
m his delirium of dcbaucher)', some exj^ressions 
may escape him, to the injury of the Crown.” 
“ No," answered the queen, “ he is too well aware 
of the consequences to himself, if that transpired ; 
so on that point I can rely upon him.” " Is your 
Majesty aware,” said Mr. Pitt, “that at this time 
the prince is engrossed by a fair beauty ? and I 
believe, from good authority I may say, intends to 
marry her. He is now so much embarrassed, 
that, at the suggestion of his trusty friend, Sheri- 
dan, he borrows large amounts from a Jew, who 
resides in town, and gives his bonds for much 
larger amounts than he receives ; by this means, 
he is actually involved in debt to the amount of 
above a million of money ; and the interest and 
principal must, some day, be honourably discharged, 
or else he must never ascend the throne ; as the 
dishonour would cause him eternal disgrace, if not 
an abdication." Truly this was a fine picture of 
England’s future monarch ! 

In the year 17S5 Mr. Pitt caused prosecutions 
to be issued and enforced to check the rising spirit 
of the Irish, as they appeared determined to press 
hard until they received reform in the represen- 
tation ; and, in order to divert the exasperated 
feelings of the people of England, as he stood 
deeply pledged to the reformers, “ as a man and a 
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question. But are such creatures, their imagined 
interests, and affected opinions, to triumph over 
the \dews of the most virtuous patriots and \\’isest 
men of the present age.? Forbid it. Justice! 

The year 17S6 was ushered in under some 
peculiar circumstances of distress and alarm. The 
king was evidently declining in health, and strong 
signs of imbecility were apparent. He positively 
refused to sec the prince upon the, subject of 
his debts, and was otherwise much distracted at 
the recollection of various impositions uj)on the 
public, which might have been avoided, if, in 
the moment of necessity, he had explained himself 
fully to the nation, and pressed for an amelioration 
of all unnatural and uncivilised acts of Parliament, 
detrimental to the peace, welfare, and happiness of 
the sovereign and the subject. 

In July, the prince was so beset with appeals 
from his numerous creditors, that, partly to silence 
them, and partly to induce the House to pay his 
long - standing arrears of borrowed money, he 
announced his intention to give up his establish- 
ment, and, out of his annual income of fifty 
thousand pounds, to reserve ten thousand, and 
appropriate forty thousand for the benefit of his 
creditors. 

In the early part of this year, the prince was 
married to Mrs. Fitzherbert. Messrs. Fox, Sheri- 
dan, and Burke were present upon the occasion, 
as also were some of the relatives of the bride. 
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the prince’s wishes, and the intcndew terminated 
without any further explanation or remonstrance ; 
nevertheless, the substance of the interview was 
immediatel}’’ communicated to Mr, Pitt. The ex- 
travagant e.xpenditurc of the prince, at this period, 
was so increased, that he frequently promised cent, 
per cent, for advances of cash. 

The Duke of Richmond, this year, proposed to 
erect fortifications all over England. IMonstrous 
as this attempt to enslave the country must appear, 
the power of Pitt brought the dirision of the 
House of Commons on the bill exactly even, so 
that the Speaker was obliged, by his cotiscience, to 
give his casting vote against so traitorous an 
affair. The establishment of a sinking fund was 
ne.xt brought forward ; and, on a surplus of taxes 
appearing, amounting to nine hundred thousand 
pounds, new taxes were levied on the plea of mak- 
ing up this sum one million, which, with compound 
interest, was to be invariably applied to the reduc- 
tion of the national debt. 

In the year 1787 the queen received the wife 
of the prince (Mrs. Fitzherbert) in the most 
courteous manner in public. The mental illness 
of the king became now apparent to those around 
him, but it was not spoken of publicly. 

In April, Mr. Newnhara, member for the city 
of London, gave notice that he should bring for- 
ward a motion, the intent of which was, “To 
address the king, in order to procure his appro- 
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character, and injure him in the opinion of the 
country.” Mr. Rolle replied to this by saying 
that, “though the marriage could not have been 
accomplished under the formal sanction of the 
law, yet, if it existed as a fact, it ought to be 
satisfactorily cleared up, lest the most alarming 
consequences should be the result.” Mr. Fox, 
in reply, said “ that he not only denied the 
calumny in question, with respect to the effect 
of certain existing laws, but he also denied the 
marriage in toto,” adding, “though he well knew 
the matter was illegal under every form of statute 
provided, yet he took that opportunity to assert, 
it never did happen.” Mr. Rolle again asked, 
“ Do you, sir, speak from direct or indirect author- 
ity ? ” Mr. Fox replied, “ From direct authority.” 
The House was now anxious that Mr. Rolle should 
express his satisfaction ; but he positively and de- 
terminately refused, “ as he wished every member 
of the House to judge for himself.” Now mark 
the result. Mr. Sheridan (the bottle-companion 
of the prince) rose and declared, warmly, “that 
if Mr. Rolle would not be satisfied, or put the 
matter into some train for his further satisfaction, 
his opinion was, the House ought to resolve, that 
it was seditious and disloyal to propagate reports 
injurious to the prince.” But notice Mr. Pitt’s 
reply, who rose, and protested against an attack 
upon the freedom of speech in that House. Mr. 
Pitt, indeed, could do no less than stop the in- 
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out of the “civil list” the sum of one hundred 
and sixty-one thousand pounds, to discharge the 
debts of George, called Prince of Wales, with 
an additional sum of twenty thousand pounds to 
finish the repairs of Carlton Palace. When this 
infamous proposition was made, distress and 
wretchedness were at an alarming height. But 
the king was more an object of pity than of 
blame. Royalty, to him, was a deceitful bauble. 
Those who beheld it at a distance saw nothing 
but greatness, splendour, and delight ; but, could 
they have examined it closely, they would have 
found toil, perplexity, and care, its constant com- 
panions. 

The king was now fast exchanging the bloom 
of youth for the languor of age. He knew his 
duty was to repress calumny and falsehood, and 
to support innocence and truth ; and not only to 
abstain from doing evil, but to exert himself in 
every way to do good, by preventing the mis- 
chiefs evil counsellors might devise. Yet the 
state secrets kept him from acting as his heart 
dictated, and his mind soon lost all its vigour. 

The prince from this time was sure of the 
attainment of his wishes, if within the power of 
the queen to bestow ; and, from this ■ conquest, he 
gave loose rein to the impetuous desires of his 
wayward inclinations. Splendid fetes were given, 
money was lavished upon the most insignificant 
and indecorous occasions ; virtue openly insulted 












































CHAPTER V. 


The King’s Health Declines — An Enviable Position — Defeated 
Air-drawn Schemes — Burke and Fox — A Large Salary — 
Misfortunes of the Royal Bom — National Debt — Slaver)' 
and Debate — Parliamentary Introduction — Twenty Millions 
— Newgate Rufhans — A Degenerate Prince — Vivacious 
Acquiescence — A Refractory Epistle — More Correspond- 
ence — Queenly Cares. 

B ROM the commencement of the year 
( 1788 the king’s health again declined. 
His mind appeared full of gloomy ap- 
prehensions and forebodings ; sometimes he uttered 
the most incoherent language ; then, dissolving in 
tears, would ask after the health of the several 
members of his family, and especially of his 
youngest daughter, to whom he was more par- 
ticularly attached. This state of aberration was, 
however, strictly concealed from the public as 
long as possible by the queen. Here, again, 
mark her German policy. Fearing she could 
not much longer conceal the king’s indisposi- 
tion, she determined to consult her favourite 
minister, and they resolved upon a proposition 
to give to the queen’s care the charge of his 
Majesty’s person, presuming that step was finally 
needful, as by its adoption only could she retain 

73 
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in his power. The man who, after this retrospect, 
pronounces there never was a false step or a devi- 
ation from rectitude, wc venture to say is but very 
little acquainted with humanity. It is also well 
known to more than one or two individuals that 
the Prince of Wales dared to jest with her Maj- 
esty upon the occasional private interviews she 
held with this minister; and his Royal Highness 
was once seriously sent from her presence, in 
consequence of a trifling discovery he made. It 
therefore seemed the more requisite that the 
appearance of a rigid decorum must c.xist at 
court ; consequently, if any lady had been known 
to violate those bounds, she must be e,\cludcd 
from royal favour, and never again enter the pre- 
cincts of the palace. Her Majesty, it will be 
perceived from this, knew how to put on the 
garb of virtue, if she possessed it not. Our love 
of impartiality, however, obliges us to give an in- 
stance contrary to the general edict of the queen. 
Her Majesty was made fully acquainted with Mrs, 
Fitzherbert’s history, and therefore knew that this 
lady had been left a widow — twice ; and that she 
afterward accepted the protection of the Marquis 
Bellois, which intimacy was of considerable dura- 
tion, Yet, as soon as the prince married her, 
she was a general visitant at court, and received 
the most especial and unlimited polite attentions 
from the queen. Let this e,xample suffice to show 
her Majesty’s scrupulous delicacy. 
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rental rebuke, although a family of high respecta- 
bility suffered the loss of their only daughter, a 
most beautiful and accomplished girl, nearly twenty 
years of age. She was a victim of the duke’s sen- 
suality, and destroyed herself by poison soon after- 
ward ; such were the extreme sentiments of honour 
and virtue entertained by her. Some of her family 
yet live to mourn her loss and regret the privileges 
of royalty. 

In this year a revolution broke out in France, 
and innumerable lives were lost. The opposite 
views which Burke and Fox took of this event 
dissolved the friendship that had so long existed 
between them. 

In February, 1790, the printer of The Times 
newspaper was fined one hundred pounds for a 
libel on the Prince of Wales, and the like sum for 
a libel on the equally illustrious seducer, the Duke 
of York. If a verdict had been given otherwise, 
royalty would have been humbled. 

In this year, also, a most remarkable occurrence 
transpired. A very respectable clergyman was 
induced to marry two persons upon an extreme 
emergency, without their obtaining a license or 
the publishing of banns. The clergyman was 
tried at Leicester for this offence, and sentenced 
to be transported for fourteen years. Many ap- 
peals were made, in a quiet and peaceable manner, 
to the judge. ' Expostulations upon the dispropor- 
tion of the punishment were also made by various 
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many of their countrymen would have gladly lent 
their money upon such terms ; but former inaccu- 
racies paved the way for future misgivings. At 
length the sum was furnished, from foreign houses 
chiefly, — the amount of which was one million. 
The princes received nearly half a million imme- 
diately, and the other portion was to be paid ac- 
cording to the stipulation, the interest being .fixed 
at six per cent. This interest, however, was not 
paid upon its becoming due ; consequently there 
was a suspicion of unfair dealing ; but of this 
subject we must treat anon. 

A trifling dispute with Spain this year cost the 
country three hundred thousand pounds. 

The year 1791 was a period of continual debate 
and of harassing vexation, both at home and abroad. 
In the meanwhile, the prince was engrossed in his 
pursuits of pleasure, ever searching after variety 
in every possible shape. Such also were the pur- 
suits of his royal brothers. 

It now becomes our painful duty to speak of 
the females of this “ illustrious family.” 

It is one of the unnatural distinctions of royalty, 
and which is often fatal to the happiness of soci- 
ety, that their ways are not the ways of the other 
sons and daughters of humanity. Though royal 
blood is not of itself considered a barrier against 
marriage, the very few persons that are eligible to 
marry a king’s daughter, besides the unsurmount- 
able difficulties which religion opposes to such 
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disgrace. For the present we must leave these 
very painful reflections ; though we fear truth will 
compel us to renew the subject. 

The revenue was, as usual, unequal to meet the 
extravagancies of the royal family, and so was 
added every succeeding year an increase to the 
already immense “ national debt.” 

The queen became now much disturbed by the 
dissatisfaction so generally expressed by all classes 
of society, and she therefore resolved to give the 
minister her opinion upon the subject. Mr. Pitt 
accordingly presented himself, and was received 
with courteous attention. The queen expressed 
her fears of an ill ultimatum, unless some plan 
could be proposed to satisfy the desires of the 
people. After various propositions were made and 
rejected, it was deemed prudent to resist any and 
every motion which might be made in the Com- 
mons for reform in the state of the representa- 
tion, and to rule over the people by force, if found 
needful. 

The House met early in the year 1792, and the 
king announced the marriage of his second son, 
Frederick, with a daughter of the King of Prussia. 
In March, Mr. Pitt proposed to settle thirty thou- 
sand pounds per annum upon their Royal High- 
nesses. The opposition remonstrated, but the 
motion was finally carried. 

Much interest was excited upon the subject of 
the slave trade; and Mn Wilberforce urged the 
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ing influence upon the minds of statesmen. The 
crisis seemed near, that some salutary and healing* 
measure of reform in the state of the representa- 
tion must be adopted ; for it was imprudent any 
longer to be silent on the subject. Mr. Grey, 
therefore, moved the question in the House, on 
the 30th of April, and was supported ably by Mr. 
Erskine and others ; but the minister (Mr. Pitt) 
repelled the motion, and spoke as warmly for its 
withdrawal as he had formerly spoken in its de- 
fence, and of its necessity. The result was preju- 
dicial to the rights and privileges of free-born 
men ; the motion was dismissed, and a royal proc- 
lamation issued against all seditious writings and 
correspondences, — plainly proving that the Crown 
needed the aid of spies and informers, in order 
to continue its baneful and injurious influence over 
a deluded and degraded people. Thus was an at- 
tempt to obtain justice defeated by a combination 
of overhearing tyranny and oppression ; and thus 
was the “ state automaton ” moved at pleasure by 
the secret springs of court intrigue and infamy, 
regulated by the queen. One extreme generally 
leads to another, and so by degrees the freedom 
of the constitution was changed to tyrannical fet- 
ters, under the assumed title of “ improvements in 
our code of laws,” whilst distress continued, and 
expostulation, as usual, proved fruitless. 

Mr. Pitt, at this time, through a private chan- 
nel, communicated his desire to see Mr. Canning, 
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expensive were their amours and gallantries, in 
addition to their gambling transactions, that they 
were continually involved in debt, and, for momen- 
tary relief, borrowed sums of ev^ery person willing 
to run the risk of a loan, or afraid to incur the 
royal displeasure. 

The king was ignorant of the most dishonour- 
able transactions in which his sons were so deeply 
involved ; what he did know was sufficient to make 
him miserable. Their supplies and income were 
to an enormous extent ; yet his Majesty was aware 
that the Duke of York’s horses and carriage were 
seized, while going down Piccadilly, and his Royal 
Highness obliged to walk home. 

Declaration of hostilities was announced between 
Great Britain and France, and the year’s supply 
amounted to twenty millions. To provide this 
enormous sum, extra taxes were again levied upon 
the people. 

We enter upon the year 1794 with sorrow and 
indignation, as it was the commencement of an all- 
important era in national affairs. The king beheld 
the critical state of the empire with much sorrow 
and disquietude. The extravagant and imprudent 
conduct of his sons also acted as a canker upon his 
heart. In vain did he endeavour to represent to 
them that, to be worthy of holding their rank in 
such a great nation, they ought to lay aside the 
follies which had so long been practised by them ; 
and as earnestly, yet as vainly, did he press them 
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onlor.s n{ ihat iiiihcral and cnrrujH inini^lcr, — Mr. 
Hcnr)’ Dundn^. 

Lci uji ’nope that t'nc day i? ever pa.'^l when 
men can he tinis treated far jtK-rely r;ivinp vt'n* i<> 
tiieir comp-laitits a;nl siifferinps. It i iie prmn.;., 
ativc of nfiiiction to cotnplai’n. more sarjed and nat- 
und Irian any tilles*or iiinminities whicti privik;;edi 
}>crf;o]i;; erijoy. And whenever force is e.snjdoycd 
a_e:ai!i';t armnnent and reason. thfUip’d the Cf>i!le'-l 
m:fy be imecjual, dcj.end tpvm i; that the c.ansc of 
Unth v.-ni ultimately prevail. 

.•\t this period the Prince of Wales was involve'! 
in more than si>: Inindred tlu'nsaiKl p-nmdi;. hesidt* 
bonds and bill?, sis^ne?! by liim, to a very enormnns 
amtumt ; .and, fmdi'.pii him;:eU tmable to procure ar.y 
further sums, he a.jijdied to the cjucen for assistance 
in this extremity. Her M.ajcsty referred him to his 
father, a.nd pressed him to yield to any nrlvicc whiih 
the kinir mi;;hl snppcst, or any plan he miphl ret ■ 
ommend. 

A lime was nj^pointed for an interview, and the 
father and son entered n{v)n these very di-slressinp 
and dishonounible transactions. After much de- 


liberation, the kinp; ob.scrvcd "that it wa.s utterly 
impo.ssiblc to ask Parliament for any relief, as it 
was all the minister cr)uld now do to keep the 
wheels of stale in motion ; and, even to do that, 
it required immense loans to be raised, to make nji 
the deficiency of the year's current expenses.” As 
a last resource, the king pro{)oscd that the prince 
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acquiesced ; but his Majesty thought that his son’s 
language wanted sincerity. 

The evening was spent in reveliy and debauch- 
er)*^ by the prince and his companion.s, and his 
Royal Highness swore, “ I will marr}’’ the Princess 
of Brunswick, which," said he, " will be no marriage 
at all, and desert her, of which I will give her 
timely notice.” The miniature was painted flat- 
teringly, and the following letter from the prince 
accompanied it to his intended wife : 

Copy of a letter 7vritten to the Princess Caroline of 
Bmnszuicl’i by George^ Prince of Wales. 

“ 1794 - 

“ Madam : — The king my father, whom I highly 
respect and esteem, has just announced to me that 
your hand is destined for me. I am obliged, by 
the imperious force of circumstances, to own that 
this intelligence has thrown me into despair, and 
my candour does not allow me to conceal my sen- 
timents from you. I hope that when you are ac- 
quainted with them, you will aid me in breaking 
the ties which would unite us only to render us 
unhappy ; and which will be in your power to op- 
pose, since I am unable to do so. You, madam, 
are adored by your parents ; I am aware that they 
have allowed you the liberty of refusing all the 
princes who have been proposed to you in mar- 
riage; refuse me also, I conjure you in the name 
of pity, to which I know you are no stranger. You 
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Statement of Quantity and Value of Crops irrigated and uniirigated in the Jjmer-Merwara District during the year 1931-1SS2. 
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sequences ; but she resolved to exert every thought 
to devise the surest jDlan for future safety- Her 
Majesty did not assist the prince to any extent, 
because her purse was of the greatest utility to 
her personal safety, and therefore promises were 
chiefly given to the clamorous and ruined cred- 
itors, that, as soon as the prince was married, all 
debts would be discharged. The reasons which 
prompted the parsimony of the queen were obvious 
to those who knew her plans, though not to the 
public. She was aware of the slight tenure she 
held, and the illegality of her marriage ; the unac- 
counted-for death of the king’s eldest brother ; 
the uncertainty of the .fate of his issue; fears for 
his future public appeals, and her knowledge of 
the validity of his claims ! Beside all this, the 
relatives of the legally married wife of the duke 
(Edward) were of more illustrious descent than 
even the queen herself ; and from them she stood 
in doubt, lest the untimely death of this lady and 
her husband, the unfortunate Duke of York, as 
well as the privac}' of their offspring, should be 
brought forward in a public manner, or in any 
way which might reflect dishonour upon the in- 
fluence of the Crown. 
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who, at the beginning of his career, stood forth as 
the champion of the people’s rights ; but no 
sooner had he gained possession of power, than 
he at once threw off the mask, deserted his bene- 
factors, who had trusted and exalted him, main- 
tained, with all his might, the utmost stretch, of 
the royal prerogative, owned himself the unblush- 
ing advocate of influence and corruption, and the 
decided enemy of the human race. When we 
reflect on the obduracy, perfidy, and ingratitude 
of “this pilot that gathered the storm,” in whose 
breast neither shame nor pit}'^ seldom found a 
residence, but as if dead to every noble passion of 
the soul, he first exhausted the resources of the- 
nation by his imposition of taxes, and then en- 
slaved it by his politics ; when we reflect, we say, 
on the conduct of this man, Sejanus and Rufinus, 
profligate and cruel as they were, appear angels of 
light, and we cannot help feeling disgusted with 
the age that tolerated such a minister. Secure in 
his parliamentary majorities and the favours of his 
queen, he imagined the people at large mere non- 
entities, and set them at defiance, while he must ; 
have laughed at their tameness and stupidity. / 
Did he not warmly commend the sentences of pro- 
scription, imprisonment, and transportation, passed 
against his countrymen solely for attempting to 
procure a reform of grievances, by the very same 
means which he had himself previously employed ? 
Did he not, when every really loyal subject in the 
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by the duke to his daughter, accompanied by the 
remark, “I hope my dear Caroline will one day 
be the happy queen of a free and happy nation. 
Retire, my child, and, after thinking seriously, 
decide prudently.” The princess retired, and read 
the strange epistle written by the prince. She 
knew not, for some considerable time, what to 
think, or how to decide. • At length, after a few 
hours of rest and enjoyment, the courier departed. 
He arrived safely at St. James’s, and delivered the 
following reply to the Prince of Wales : 

Copy of the Reply to George, Prince of Wales, fiwn 
Caroline, Princess of Brunswick. 

“ My Lord and Cousin : — I cannot express to 
your Royal Highness the feelings of surprise which 
your letter has afforded me, neither can I rely 
entirely upon what it contains ; because the ac- 
companying letter of the good king, your father, 
is so very opposite to its meaning. I thought that 
the ties of relationship which exist between us 
would have obliged your Royal Highness to treat 
with delicacy and honour the princess whom your 
king destines for you. For my own part, my lord, 

I know my duty, and I have not the power or 
the wish to break the laws which are wished to be 
imposed upon me. I, therefore, have decided upon 
obeying the wishes of those who have the right 
to dispose of my person. I submit, at the same 
time, to the consequences with which your High- 
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her Royal Highness said “ that, after the candour 
with which I have explained myself, I certainly 
feel entitled to the respectful attentions of your 
Highness, and I cannot endure the insults I am 
continually receiving from your mistresses and 
coarse associates.” This gentle remonstrance was 
repeated by this “all-accomplished gentleman” 
when he next met his half-drunken companions, 
and their infamy was heightened by maliciously 
abusing this much injured lady. 

The prince’s yearly income was augmented at 
his marriage with his cousin to one hundred and 
twenty-five thousand pounds, besides ha\Tng all 
his debts discharged. 

The princess now seldom saw her husband. 
His nights were spent in debaucher}", and he 
was frequently carried to bed, totally unconscious 
of all around him. Gaming supplied Lis leisure 
hours, and scenes of immorality were the common 
routine of each succeeding da}'. Such were the 
deportment and character of the nan, or monster, 
who was to be invested with power over millions 
of brave, generous, and industnons reonie. It 
was impossible for such a one to have retained 
in his confidence a single upiight and conscientious 
person. The soul sickens at the retrospect ; but 
we must pursue the re*.'ohina sch'eot. 


The king was, at tins nne tne only friend in 
whom the Princess cf 'iTsIes coodd repose anv 
confidence, and to him she unburdened herseh 
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pies and sentiments. Many times has he become 
the father of innocent victims, Avho were doomed 
to perish in a workhouse, or be consigned to a 
premature grave ! How improbable then was it, 
that his heart would ever feel affection for the 
issue of an honourable connection, — if it may be 
so called in this case, — more particularly when 
that was the last resource to extricate him from 
debt and disgrace ! Well, indeed, might his com- 
panions say, " The princess may hear, in the joyful 
peal (after her vows), the surer knell of her happi- 
ness,” Too well the result proved the truth of 
their prophetic announcement. 

Previous to the arrival of Caroline, it was ar- 
ranged by the queen that persons of distinction, 
upon whom ,her Majesty could depend in this 
instance, should attend her Highness, and a selec- 
tion was made accordingly. The notorious Lady 
Jersey was one; of her character and intriguing 
disposition, we need not say more than announce 
the fact that her favours had been at the com- 
mand .of the prince fora considerable time. Her 
disposition was artful and cruel ; indeed, unless 
such qualities had been invested in her ladyship, 
the queen would not have given her orders in a 
manner so undisguised and bold. Cruelty aiM 
vice are always inseparable companions. 

At length, the princess arrived on these (to her) 
inhospitable shores. On the 8th of April, the 
formality of a marriage ceremony took place, at 
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her Royal Highness said “ that, after the candour 
with which I have explained myself, I certainly 
feel entitled to the respectful attentions of your 
Highness, and I cannot endure the insults I am 
continually receiving from your mistresses and 
coarse associates.” This gentle remonstrance was 
repeated by this “all-accomplished gentleman” 
when he next met his half-drunken companions, 
and their infamy was heightened by maliciously 
abusing this much injured lady. 

The prince’s yearly income was augmented at 
his marriage with his cousin to one hundred and 
twenty-five thousand pounds, besides ha\Tng all 
his debts discharged. 

The princess now seldom saw her husband. 
His nights were spent in debaucher}", and he 
was frequently carried to bed, totally unconscious 
of all around him. Gaming supplied Lis leisure 
hours, and scenes of immorality were the common 
routine of each succeeding da}'. Such were the 
deportment and character of the nan, or monster, 
who was to be invested with power over millions 
of brave, generous, and industnons reonie. It 
was impossible for such a one to have retained 
in his confidence a single upiight and conscientious 
person. The soul sickens at the retrospect ; but 
we must pursue the re*.'ohina sch'eot. 


The king was, at tins nne tne only friend in 
whom the Princess cf 'iTsIes coodd repose anv 
confidence, and to him she unburdened herseh 
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might have very frequently repeated his expres- 
sions, delivered in the House of Lords in the 
preceding June, when he said, “Unless suitable 
provisions were made for the prince, the Princess 
of Wales, a lovely and amiable woman, must feel 
herself torn from her family (although her mother 
was the king’s sister), removed from all her early 
connections,” etc. Ah, William Henry, were you 
prepared to prove this to be a speech in favour of 
your cousin and sister-in-law ? Was it not only for 
the aggrandisement of your spendthrift brother ? 

To oblige her Majesty, the young princess was 
named Charlotte. But what a different character 
did the younger Charlotte 'prove from the elder ! 
Oh, that so sweet a disposition and so noble a 
mind should have been crushed in the bud, and 
that, too, by one nearly allied to her by the ties of 
nature ! 

Those more immediately about the person of the 
Princess of Wales were best capable to form an 
opinion of her maternal tenderness, and of the 
prince’s negligence. The proofs of affectionate 
solicitude on the part of the mother, contrasted 
with the indifference of the father, deserve public 
explanation. The first time the prince saw his 
child, his countenance was not in the least illumi- 
nated by any ray of pleasure, as he contented him- 
self by merely observing, “ It is a fine girl.” The 
princess afterward acknowledged her disappoint- 
ment, as she had hoped his heart was not entirely 
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imperceptibly into error; besides which, it was 
indispensably necessary that those who wished 
to stand well with the queen and prince must 
withdraw from all intimacy with the Princess of 
Wales. 

The immense amount for the supply this year 
was above thirty-eight millions, — about twenty of 
which were raised by loans. 

In 1797 the heavy burdens imposed on the 
people to supply the insatiate thirst for war, and 
keep a gorgeous appearance at court, reduced the 
middle classes of people to want and distraction. 
While the prince and his fawning courtiers were 
revelling in every obscenity, and glutting them- 
selves with the prospect which still continued, that ^ 
to-morrow would be more abundant, thousands — 
nay, millions — in England and Ireland were per- 
ishing for want of bread. During this unexampled 
period of sorrow, the conduct of the ministry 
proved them to be perfectly indifferent to the dis- 
tresses of the people. Splendid entertainments, 
at an immense expense, were frequently given, and 
the lofty halls of palaces rang with the loud shouts 
of conviviality and profanity. Such recitals may, 
to some persons, appear incredible, or too highly 
coloured ; but we well know they did occur, though 
we do not wish to shock the feelings of our 
readers by entering into the minutiae of the in- 
famous conduct practised by the Prince of Wales 
and his courtiers. Well might the prince, in his 
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was also neglected and insulted by the prince, 
who ought to have been the first to protect her ; 
but the smile of her infant still cheered her gloomy 
moments. 

This was the most disastrous period of the war : 
the Bank of England stopped payment ; mutinies 
broke out in the army and navy, which were at- 
tended by much bloodshed; Ireland was on the 
verge of rebellion ; and the sum required for 
the year’s service amounted to the abominable 
and increased sum of forty-two millions of money, 
of which thirty-four millions were raised by loans, 
and three millions by Exchequer Bills. The 
premier also proposed to extort seven millions 
from the people by a new impost, under the 
name of ‘Hhe triple assessment.” 

The year 1 798 presented a continuation of 
grievances amongst most classes in humble life. 
Revelry and uproarious riot, however, were ever 
to be found in the residences of the royal, yet 
unnatural, husband of the Princess of Wales ; 
and each succeeding year seemed but to improve 
him in all sorts of infamous engagements. He 
had [at his copimand some of the most desperate 
and inhuman characters by which society was ever 
debased. One in particular, M’ Mahon, who would 
at any time seduce a female from her home, under 
some specious pretence, in order to take her as a 
prize to his master, whose favour thereby might 
be secured. 
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of the people to their last ability, and in refusing 
all overtures of peace, whatever offers might be 
made. 

This year France made proposals of peace with 
these kingdoms, which were refused, and war, deso- 
lating war, with all its attendant and consequent 
horrors, still reared its “gor}’’ banners” over the 
principal part of the world. 

We will leave the contemplation of this heart- 
rending subject and turn to another, scarcely less 
revolting to humanity, — the conduct of the Prince 
of Wales, whose court was generally filled with a 
host of harlots. His Royal Highness was an.vious 
to get rid of the princess (Ins wife) entirely, and 
most heartily did the queen concur in his wishes. 
The difficult part of the task was the considera- 
tion and organisation of those measures most likely 
to promote the desired end. The Princess of 
Wales’s letters, addressed to her family in Bruns- 
wick, had many times been opened, and, not 
unfrequently, even suppressed. So that her 
persecutions w^ere now commenced. 

The princess was too open and ingenuous in 
character to obtain the queen’s approbation, and, 
therefore, after the several repulses which she had 
received from her Majesty, Caroline was justly 
incensed at her uncalled-for, unprovoked haughti- 
ness and overbearing manners. The unsuspecting 
nature of the Princess of Wales, however, pre- 
vented her from being aware of the infamous 





























































THE COURT OF EHGLAHD 


II3 

sorts of deleterious ingredients, sold for twenty-one 
j)encc. 

This year was rendered of immortal memory 
by the union of Ireland with England, which was 
effected by a profuse distribution of money and 
titles. Oh, disgrace to the Irish nation, ye serv'ile 
few, who could sell your countiy for selfish ends ! 
To yield up “name and fame ” and all that is dear 
to honesty for the sake of an " empty sound ! ” 

The amounts required for this and the last year 
were nearly the same as for 1798. 

In the early part of the year iSoi it was an- 
nounced that the king had taken a severe cold 
while hunting, and, in consequence, was not able 
to visit the several concerts to which he had jjrevi- 
ously given the promise of his attendance and pat- 
ronage, but his indisposition was mental, not bodily. 
His Majesty was so e.vcccdingly distressed at the 
base and unworlliy conduct of his son to his niece, 
the Princess of Wales, that he said, frequently, " It 
is more than a father can bear ! ” Many times 
would he order his horse to be brought, and, rc- 
que.sting his attendants not to follow him, pursue 
his way toward Blackhcath, where the princess then 
resided, sympathising wiili her sorrows, and, more 
especially, in tlie intended removal of her child ; 
for even at this early j)eriod, when the Princess 
Charlotte was but four years of age, the queen 
would signify her commands that the child .should 
pass some days v.‘ith her, either in London or 
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The recess having terminated, the House met. 
The chancellor came forward to show that the 
sovereign’s pecuniary affairs were very much in 
arrear. After introducing his plan of finance, he 
was obliged to inform the House that certain taxes 
had been mortgaged by Mr. Pitt (who had now 
resigned), for which the present minister must 
provide. To defray this expense, very heavy addi- 
tional duties were imposed on beer, malt, hops, 
etc. A considerable addition was also made to 
the assessed taxes, and upon imports and exports. 
At this period the whole of the “funded debt,” 
including the loans of the present year, amounted 
to five hundred and forty millions, and the interest 
was annually seventeen millions sterling. 

On the 7th of May Mr. Nichol moved that an 
address be presented to his Majesty, thanking him 
for the removal of Mr. Pitt from his councils, when 
Lord Belgrave rose, and moved an amendment, 
expressive of the high approbation of that House 
respecting the character and conduct of the late 
minister and his colleagues. In the face of all 
opposition. Lord Belgrave’s amendment was car- 
ried by more than four to one, as also a second 
motion, by Sir H. Mildmay, “that the thanks of 
the House be given to the Right Hon. Mr. Pitt.” 
This was assurance in perfection. These discus- 
sions only seemed to increase Mr. Pitt’s popular- 
ity, and on the occasion of his next birthday, Earl 
Spencer, late first lord of the admiralty, gave as 
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STATEMENT No. Vl. 

Statement of experimental cutting of Crops in the Merwara District during lolu, 1‘asli. 










THE COURT OF ENGLAND II7 

frightened ministers to put the country in a state 
of defence. But was not this a political ruse ? 

Mr. Addington was not so popular as his prede- 
cessor in the capacity of minister ; he had not so 
much hardihood as Mr. Pitt, and was not calculated 
to endure the load of obloquy which he received, 
as he considered himself free from the charge of 
having destroyed the prospects of his country 
by the immense debt then contracted ; for that 
was the arrangement of Mr. Pitt. Mr. Addington 
was merely a tool in the hands of others. 

Those who knew the intricate and perplexed 
state of affairs within the court were only able 
to judge how long Mr. Addington’s ministr}^ would 
continue, and, also, why it was brought into action. 
Alas ! not merely or intentionally to satisfy the 
liberal politicians, or to change any part of the 
long misrule of the former minister. Widely op- 
posite were the motives which proved the main- 
spring to the meditated result. The queen again 
intended to press the king for an increase of 
income, to a serious amount, for her favourite 
spendthrift, and she asked the minister how it 
might be best attained. The plan was therefore 
concerted, and as Pitt dared not so soon again 
ask for further advances, a new minister might 
be induced to do it, if shielded by the royal 
message. 

If such conduct were not juggling, and acting 
with the most abominable treachery and hypocrisy, 
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THE COURT OF ENGLAND l6l 

with several others to the door of the deceased, 
to call him ; she found it fastened on the inside, 
and no answer was given to their calls. She and 
other servants went to another door, which opened 
to his room ; as they approached the door, they 
heard a noise, as if a man was gargling water in 
his throat. The porter entered first, and he ex- 
claimed, ‘ Good God ! Mr. Scllis has cut his 
throat.’ He was a very obstinate and quarrel- 
some man. He would not bear contradiction, not 
even from the duke. His Ro3fal Highness and 
Princess Augusta stood (by pro.xy) to his last child. 
The duke was ver)^ partial to him, and allowed his 
family to sleep in the house. His Royal Highness 
allowed him to ride in his carriage with him, when 
travelling, since his illness. The Princess Eliza- 
beth gave his wife two pieces of muslin lately. 
The Princess Augusta made her a present of sev- 
eral articles of value. The principal acquaintance 
the deceased had was a Mr. Greville, a servant to 
the Duke of Cambridge, and Mr. and Mrs. Du- 
pree, wax-chandlers. About three weeks since, 
/he told her Mrs. Marsh, the housekeeper to the 
Royal Cockpit, w^as dead, and that he should 
speak to the duke to give the place to his wife ; 
and if he did not succeed with Lord Darthmouth 
for that, he should apply to him to get his wife a 
sinecure, as he had asked his Royal Highness to 
get him a messenger’s place, but he supposed the 
duke did not like to part with him. She asked 
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He got up, anued himself with a sword, and then 
called to the soldiers on guard not to suffer any 
person to go out of the house. He then went to 
call the deceased, but receiving no answer, he 
went to his family’s apartments, and called through 
the keyhole. A child answered he was sleeping 
at the duke’s. He then, with several of his fellow- 
servants, went to Sellis’s apartments again, when, 
on hearing the noise in his throat, he supposed 
somebody else was murdered in the house. When 
he first saw the duke, he was covered with blood, 
and Neale said the duke was murdered. There had 
not been any quarrel between any of the servants 
and Sellis, to his knowledge.” 

This was the porter described by the last wit- 
ness as having exclaimed, “ Good God ! Mr. Sellis 
has cut his throat ! ” There is, however, a little 
difference between his own statement and that of 
Mrs. Neale ; such as his going “ to his family’s 
apartments ” after '' receiving no answer from 
'Sellis,” and then “ returning to Sellis’s apartment, 
when, on hearing the noise in his throat, he sup- 
posed somebody else was murdered ! ” If this 
man thought that Sellis cut his own throat, as 
stated by Mrs. Neale, what did he mean by say- 
ing “ he supposed somebody else was murdered ? ” 
Do not the porter’s own words imply that Sellis 
had been murdered, and not that he had murdered 
himself } Yet the jury saw no discrepancy in the 
evidence ! 
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never observed Sellis to be low-spirited ; he did 
not appear so well lately as in general, in conse- 
quence of his having a cold.” 

This witness, it appears, although terribly 
alarmed, was unable to find out the regular door 
to Sellis’s apartments, but found his way to an- 
other, more difficult of access. Now, without 
denying the truth of this statement, it seems rather 
singular that he should not have gone the way 
he knew best ; but, from his cowardly nature, he 
probably followed Mrs. Neale, who appeared to 
know the easiest way of gaining admittance to the 
chamber of horror. Grasham also added his testi- 
mony to almost all the other witnesses as to the 
amiable character of the murdered Sellis, as well 
as proving his perfect sanity. 

“Mr. Jackson, a surgeon. — He had c.xamined 
the body of the deceased ; he found the windpipe 
completely divided ; he had seen larger wounds 
done by a man’s own hands ; the arteries on both 
sides were completely separated ; he had no doubt 
but they were done by a razor or sharp instru- 
ment ; the wound was five or six inches wide, and 
an inch and a half deep. He had no other wound 
in his body, and had no doubt but his throat being 
cut was the cause of his death.” 

This was the only medical gentleman allowed to 
give evidence as to the state of the murdered man’s 
wounds. We are totally unacquainted with Mr, 
Jackson, and cannot, therefore, be actuated by any 
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j0.vamine), .P, W. Accoimts, Hajputana and Central India. 
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wife since told him he ate a hearty supper, shook 
hands with her, and bid her good night at parting. 
He never quarrelled with the deceased. He under- 
stood the origin of the quarrel between Sellis and 
Neale was Neale’s taking a newspaper out of Sellis’s 
hand. The duke was particularly partial to Sellis, 
and behaved better to him, he thought, than to 
any other servant. Sellis and Neale were obliged 
frequently to be in the same room together, but 
he never observed anything particular between 
them. Sellis was a very sober man. If he was 
not at the duke’s apartments upon his business, he 
was sure to be found with his family. The duke 
continued his kindness to the last. He had heard 
Sellis say he could never be friendly with a man 
(meaning Neale) who had treated him as he had 
done. Sellis used, some years since, to ride in 
the carriage with the duke, but since a box has 
been made to the carriage he was ordered by the 
duke to ride there. He objected to that, saying it 
shook him very much." 

This servant, like most of the others, was ordered 
to call Sellis, and his evidence, in this particular, 
seems merely a rehearsal of the rest. The cor- 
roboration which Ball here gave of the excellent 
character of Sellis had been sufficient, one would 
think, for any jury to have acquitted the poor 
fellow of any participation in the attempt upon the 
duke, or with being his own murderer. In Ball’s 
evidence, also, the dislike which Sellis entertained 
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to comprehend. Yet, notwithstanding the small- 
ness of the room, “ he did not see a coatl although 
(as he himself confidently states) there was a blue 
one, belonging to Sellis.” How could this witness 
know it belonged to Sellis, whom he probably 
never saw alive ? As to “ blood being on the left 
cuff and on the side,” what proof did he adduce of 
this, for he himself never saw the coat at all ? He, 
however, observed a wash-hand basin, in the very 
suspicious state described by other witnesses, and 
gave additional evidence of Sellis’s head being 
“against his watch at the head of the bed;” in- 
deed, the poor man’s head only hung by a small 
piece of skin, and his murderers had therefore 
placed it in that position to keep it from falling 
off altogether. Is it not monstrous, then, that 
men could be found so lost to honour as to record 
a verdict of felo de se ? 

“John Probert and John Windsor, two privates 
in the Guards, said they were on duty opposite the 
duke’s house at the time of the alarm, and were 
positive no person went out of the house after the 
alarm was given.” 

The evidence of these men merely shows that 
Sellis was murdered by some one belonging to the 
house, which we see no reason to dispute. 

“Thomas Strickland, under butler to his Royal 
Highness the Duke of Cumberland, said he saw 
the deceased in the duke’s bedroom about ten 
minutes before eleven o’clock on Wednesday night ; 
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day night, they being only put upon his Royal 
Highness’s bed for ornament in the day-time ; there 
was no lantern in the closet at the time she put 
them there, and the dark lantern found in the 
closet is like one she had seen on the deceased’s 
dressing-table. There was no sword or scabbard 
when she put the bolster there.” 

The dark lantern, sword, etc,, were not in the 
closet when this woman went there to put away 
the bolsters. Well, what of that ? Might they 
not have been put there afterward.? As to “the 
dark lantern found in the closet being like one she 
had seen on the deceased’s dressing-table,” proves 
nothing against Sellis, even if this lady had posi- 
tively sworn to its being the same. It were very 
easy to place a lantenr in Sellis’s room, and after- 
ward remove it to the aforesaid closet. But we 
have little doubt that more than one dark lantern 
might have been found on premises where so many 
secret deeds had been done. To have made this 
matter better evidence, why did not some kind 
friend write the name of Sellis on the lantern, 
similar to the plan adopted with the slippers .? 
Such a scheme might have brought the very scru- 
pulous jury to their verdict three hours sooner at 
least. 

“James Paulet, a valet to the duke, first saw his 
Royal Highness in his room with Neale holding 
him up. The duke told him he was murdered, 
and the murderers must be in his room. The 



Note— When a Civil District is irrigated from two or more Irrigation Works, Columns 7—14 inclusive should be totalled separately for each Civil District so irrigated. 

C. H. PEITOHAED, Lt.-Ool., 
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of his Royal Highness for the safety of Sellis ; ” 
for, as soon as his wounds were dressed, the duke 
sent his own surgeon to attend Sellis. Wiere 
shall we look for greater care or condescension 
than this ? How truly fortunate was the duke 
in being blessed with so expeditious and so pene- 
trating a surgeon ! “ Mr. Home soon returned, 

and said ^there was no doubt that the man had 
killed himself.” Oh, talented man, who could 
perceive at a glance that “ the man had killed him- 
self ! ” Doctor Carpue must never more pretend 
to a knowledge of surgery when his opinion can 
be set aside by a single glance of a man of such 
eminence in his profession as Mr. Home. As to 
the joint in his neck being cut through, Mr. Home 
easily accounted for. \^niat I a man cut his own 
head off, and wash his hands afterward ! The 
further testimony of Paulet only proves the dislike 
which Sellis entertained for Neale, and the caution 
he gave to all the other servants to avoid him. 

“The widow of the deceased was e.\amined. 
Her appearance and evidence excited the greatest 
compassion and interest ; it tended to prove he 
was a good husband, not embarrassed in his cir- 
cumstances, and that he had parted with her in the 
usual way, without any suspicion on her part of 
what he had in contemplation.” 

Well, even this admission of the substance of the 
poor woman’s evidence is sufficient to throw dis- 
credit upon the jury, who, “after deliberating for 
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ling the arm of the assassin of the Duke of Cum- 
berland could not escape. 

“ In returning to the duke, I found the doors of 
all the state apartments had marks of bloody fingers 
on them. The Duke of Cumberland, after being 
wounded, could not have gone anywhere but to the 
outer doors and back ‘again, since the traces of 
blood were confined to the passages from the one 
to the other. 

“Everard Home.” 

tr. 

We regret, with Sir Everard Home, that “so 
much pains should have been taken to involve in 
mystery the murder of Sellis,” but such pains were 
taken in the palace, and not by the public. Sir 
Everard’ s description of the matter, however, is 
only calculated to involve it in still greater mystery 
and contradiction. For instance, “he found the 
body lying on his side on the bed, the throat so 
effectually cut that he could not have survived 
above a minute or two.” How a man could cut 
his throat so effectually, when lying on his side, 
for “he had not even changed his position,” is 
rather a puzzling matter to people of common 
sense ! yet Sir Everard says “the length and direc- 
tion of the wound were such as left no doubt of its 
being given by his own hand.” In a conversation 
we had with Mr. Place, the foreman of the jury, a 
few weeks since, that gentleman informed us “ the 
man lived twenty minutes after his throat was 
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of the reach of blood from the bed ; ” but several 
witnesses upon the inquest stated that “ blood was 
found all over the room, and the hand-basin ap- 
peared as if some person had been washing blood 
in it.” What is the reason, then, why blood might 
not have been sprinlded upon the coat of the mur- 
dered man as well as “ upon the curtains, on several 
parts of the floor, and over the \rash-basin ? ” Why 
did Sir Everard Home omit to mention these im- 
portant particulars in his attempt to explain away 
the “ mystery of the murder of Sellis ? ” His 
description of the dreadful wounds of his royal 
master are also rather at variance with the idea the 
duke himself gave of them, “ the beating of a bat 
about his head.” The skilful surgeon concludes 
his statement by saying “the Duke of Cumber- 
land, after being wounded, could not have gone any- 
where but to the outer doors and back again, since 
the traces of blood were confined to the passages 
from the one to the other ; ” when it will be ob- 
served, in Neale’s evidence, that “the duke and 
witness went to alarm the house, and got a light 
from the porter.” Now we may naturally suppose 
the porter slept at some distance from the duke, 
and therefore either Sir Everard Home or Neale 
must have made a slight mistake in this particular ; 
for we cannot accuse two such veritable personages 
with intentionally contradicting each other ! 
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THE COURT OF ENGLAND 1 8$ 

ing previous to Sellis’s death. That night it was 
my turn to undress his Royal Highness. On our 
arriving at St. James’s, I found Sellis had retired 
for the night, as he had to prepare his iriaster's 
apparel, etc., and to accompany him on a journey 
early in the morning. 

“ I slept that night in my usual room ; but 
Neale, another valet to the duke, slept in an apart- 
ment very slightly divided from that occupied by 
his Royal Highness. A few days previous to this 
date, I was commanded by my master to lay a 
sword upon one of the sofas in his bedchamber, 
and I did so. After undressing his Royal High- 
ness, I retired to bed. I had not been long asleep, 
when I was disturbed by Neale, who told me to 
get up immediately, as my master the duke was 
nearly murdered. I lost no time, and very soon 
entered his Royal Highness’s bedroom. His Royal 
Highness was then standing nearly in the middle 
of the chamber, apparently quite cool and com- 
posed; his shirt was bloody, and he commanded 
me to fetch Sir Henry Halford, saying, ‘ I am 
severely wounded.’ The sword, which a few days 
before I had laid upon the sofa, was then lying on 
the floor, and was very bloody. I went with all 
possible haste for Sir Henry, and soon returned 
with him. I stood by when .the wounds were 
examined, none of which were of a serious nature 
or appearance. That in his hand was the most 
considerable. 
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THE COURT OF ENGLAND ' 187 

and the cravat were cut, as if some person had 
made an attempt to cut the throat with the cravat 
on ; then, finding the woollen or cotton stuffing to 
impede the razor, took it off, in order more readily 
to effect the purpose. 

“ During the time the duke’s wounds were being 
dressed, the deponent believes Neale was absent, 
in obedience to arrangement, and was employed in 
laying Sellis’s body in the form in which it was 
discovered, as it was an utter impossibility 
that a self-murderer could have so disposed of 
himself. 

“Deponent further observes, that Lord Ellen- 
borough undertook to manage this affair, by arrang- 
ing the proceedings for the inquest ; and also that 
every witness was previously examined by him ; 
also, that the first jury, being unanimously dissat- 
isfied with the evidence adduced, as they were not 
permitted to see the body in an undressed state, 
positively refused to return a verdict, in conse- 
quence of which they were dismissed, and a sec- 
ond jury summoned and impannelled, to whom, 
severally, a special messenger had been sent, re- 
questing their attendance, and each one of whom 
was directly or indirectly connected with the court, 
or the government. That, on both inquests, the 
deponent had been omitted, and had not been 
called for to give his evidence, though it must 
have been known, from his personal attendance 
and situation upon the occasion, that he must 
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THE COURT OF ENGLAND 1 89 

special engagements to preserve me from such 
results, I have given my deposition. 

(Signed) “Jew.” 

The fact of two juries being summoned has been 
acknowledged by the coroner, in his affidavit before 
the Court of King’s Bench in April last. The 
affidavit of this gentleman, however, contains so 
many errors, that we here introduce an e.vposition 
of it, as given by the talented D. Wakefield, Esq., 
in showing cause against the rule being made 
absolute in the case of “ Cumberland v. Phillips.” 

“ Mr. Wakefield said it would be in the recollec- 
tion of the court, that this was a rule obtained by 
Sir Charles Wetherell, for a libel contained in a 
publication relating to his Royal Highness the 
Duke of Cumberland. He would not read the 
alleged libel in detail now, but confine himself first 
to the affidavit of Samuel Thomas Adams, the 
coroner who had held the inquest on Sellis. It 
was necessary that he should read the affidavit, 
as he had to offer several remarks upon it.” 

The learned counsel then read the affidavit, as 
follows : 

“ In the King's Bench. 

“ Samuel Thomas Adams of No 9 Davis street, 
Berkeley square in the County of Middlesex solic- 
itor maketh oath and saith that he hath seen a 
certain book or publication entitled ‘ The Authen- 
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attendance and each of wlioin was directly or in- 
directly connected witli the court or the govern- 
ment And this deponent further sailh that it is 
not true that any person was omitted as a witness 
whose evidence was known or could be suspected 
to be material but on the contrary this deponent 
saith that wlien the death of the said Joseph Sellis 
was notified to him he as such coroner as aforesaid 
was required to hold an inquest on the body of the 
said Joseph Sellis and that it being required by a 
statute passed in the twenty-third year of Ilcmy 
the Eighth chapter twelve titat in case of death 
happening in any of the king’s palaces or houses 
where his majesty should then hapj)en to be and 
in respect of which dealli an inquest should be 
neccssar)' that the jmy on such incpiest should 
be composed of twelve or more of the yeoman 
officers of the king’s household to be returned in 
the manner therein particularly mentioned he this 
deponent in the first instance issued as such cor- 
oner as aforesaid an order that a jury should be 
summoned composed of the said yeoman officers 
of the king’s household pursuant to the directions 
of the said statute But this deponent saith that 
believing it to be important that the cause and 
circumstances of the death of the said Joseph 
Sellis should be investigated in the most public 
and impartial manner he took upon himself the 
responsibility of not complying with the strict 
letter of such statute as aforesaid and counter- 
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silions of ihc \vitnc5:;es examined upon mk’Ii inquer-t 
And this deponent further ^aith tlial at the com- 
mencement of ih.c said imjucst the sevend informa- 
tions on oath of lim principal wdlncssc:; taken on 
that and t'ne precealing day by John Reid I'isquire 
the then chief maitistratc of lire police were read 
over and iiaivJed to the said jury to enable them 
the better t*' examine sne'n witnes-es res)>ectiveiV 
and such witnesses were rcsj>ectiveiy resworn 
before this deponent as coroner atul jKTmittcd to 
make any additionio their evidence so j.;ivcn before 
the magistrate as afor<.a.aid and that each and every 
of such witnesses had full opporl\mities of makini; 
any addition to sucli testimony wjiich they thotu;hl 
proper Ami this <ie}X)jicnl further s;uth that ai! 
the circumstances of the case as far as they tsauld 
he collected were carefully and impartially scruti- 
nised by the said jury and tlr.it all the evidence 
which could he collected and brought foiavard and 
that every person was called before tlm said jury 
and examined as a witness and no j)erson was 
omitted to l>c called and examined who would liavc 
been or who it could be supjrosed would have ])cen 
a material witness And this deponent further 
sailh that in the course of thcincpiiry the said jury 
])rocecded to the apartment where the body of the 
said Joseph Sellis had been first discovered and 
was tlicn lyinj( and did then carefully view examine 
and inspect the body of the said Joseph Sellis and 
all the other circumstances deemed by them neces- 
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THE COURT OF ENGLAND 1 95 

“The first remark he had to submit to the court 
in this case was, that a person who applied for an 
extraordinary remedy by criminal information must 
deny all the charges contained in the libel. The 
rank of the illustrious individual in this case made 
no difference with I'espect to that point. Now the 
court would find, by the affidavit of Mr. Adams, 
the coroner, that one of the main parts of this 
alleged libel, so far from being contradicted, was 
substantiated, — he alluded to the fact of there 
having been two juries summoned to inquire into 
the circumstances relating to the death of Sellis. 
He did not mean to say that that fact formed any 
justification for the publication of the libel ; but 
the fact itself was certainly extremely important, 
and Mr. Adams’s affidavit contained the reasons 
why the mode pointed out by the act of Parliament 
for summoning juries in such cases had been de- 
parted from. The fact of there having been two 
juries summoned was no doubt sufficient to induce 
any person to believe that there was some reason 
for that proceeding, which was not apparent on the 
face of it. Mr. Adams had described the manner 
in which the jury were summoned. He said he 
sent the summoning officer to Mr. Place, man’s 
mercer, of Charing Cross ; but Mr. Place was not 
the coroner for the verge of the king’s palace, 
and had no authority to act. He would leave it 
to the court to form their own opinion, whether 
or not this departure from the usual course was or 
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scription were to be summoned from the verge 
of the court. Now this applied to the court sitting 
at Whitehall ; but at the time in question the court 
was sitting at St. James’s. The summoning, there- 
fore, was clearly not good, and the jury, consisting 
of Mr. Place’s junta, could not legally hold an 
inquest on the body of Sellis.” 

Four other mistakes, also, in the coroner’s affi- 
davit were pointed out by Mr. Place himself in a 
letter to the public. 

“ I. Mr. Adams says ‘he issued an order to 
summon a jury of persons of the king’s house- 
hold, but that he rescinded the order, and sum- 
moned a jury of persons who lived at a distance, 
and were wholly unconnected with St. James’s 
Palace.’ Mr. Adams must by these words mean 
that he summoned a jury from the only place 
to which his power extended ; namely, ‘ the verge 
of the court,’ — a small space, and from amongst 
the few tradesmen who resided within its limits. I 
never before heard that he had issued any order to 
summon a jury of persons of the king’s household. 

“ 2. Mr. Adams says that his ‘ summoning officer 
applied to Francis Place, of Charing Cross, for the 
names of persons who were eligible to compose 
a jury, and that out of such persons an impartial 
jury, of which Francis Place was the foreman, 
assembled on the ist of June, 1810.’ Mr. Adams 
probably speaks from memory, and is, therefore, 



V i'-V ‘ g 

projqSny 

CO £j?j;DAW7 CO poiupdi?*! stiv Htcqxrp oqj 


... 

- 

... 

1 

9 

... 

... 

... 

0 

0 41 

I 

I 

••• CJOBf 1 

^ - 
<45 
c 



•jooj CO OJ3A\ laqx 
tfiTAv lotcjci^tnoo oqi ?^3q oqi\ *spJOus pac 
Eqnja qjtji p.>niic *f:s-ae?|o Sut^ v IqpvojqSjq 
oqi CO gJDijaiw) no poijtmraoo scii Httrqrp etqx 


... 

... 


91 

9t 

E 

... 

0 0 S3 

0 

01 EOI'G 

I 

1 <41 
! 2 

”■ JcSyJ <S 



•nsm pauuc 

XqptoiqS’rq aqi co paj^immoo etai ^iqi 

... 

... 

... 

; *'* 

... 

EI 

0 

I 

... 

0 

0 ost 

I 

1 

SnA\OQ 




•300J , 

co a«Ai toqx epiOMs q^iii pacuc 1 

pcc ajfco iq Bwqpoog ojaAV siicqcp aqx ’pcoj ' 
•qSjq oq) no eiDipAW? no pDjjiuiuiOD scsa asca sjqx 

... 

... 

... 

... . 

... 

ei 

0 

... 

... 

0 

9 9£ 

I 

•and 




•sqojIB 

pnc BpiOiis •sqaqpcta q^tAV panwt aiaM s^icqcp 
oqX ‘aSriijA V co pajjjranioa stAi picqcp Biqx 


... 

... 

... 


1 

ot 

... 

... 

1 



I 


. 

•§. 



•i^irqcp oScnu 

t: JDq:o oqi pac pcoj c sum osra on'o' -sqaiis ptni 
/aqj jaqjo oq; at 'snnS pojg pnc piOA\g c pde siaq 
-Ecva q;m pouiic oisja sjiYqtp oq; ouo c^ 

•«. 


... 


IT 

61 

£ 

... 

1 

! 

1 0 0 SSI 

0 

01 OSI'S 

0 

1 

ilinStBjx 1 

1 



vopnajpo potcTpfoojd c 

rqqx'x Xq po;;inimoo bcav sijjcqcp oq; j6 aao 
•g3[cruoi pac sloq ajOAi spcqcp’ oq; osco ono m 
•Buosuad o.tt; ;coq puc saocj Jiaqj dn panjnoi Xoq; 
ooncjsD] aao uj ’s^too qociq joq;o oq; at pnc 
mjoqp puc s;coD ojiqAi, pec qotqq oaoAi eqcqcp 
oq; coiscooo aao uq •;nora;icdo(i HJcqCQ 
puc tSeqx oq; jo jo;oodsni cc Xq pa;joiaj bcai 
F osco oq; jo ano '^nod v peq Xoq; asca 
ano cj ‘pajenoxn Xi;icd pnc ;ooj no i{;jcd 
oia.w Saqx *85ja);s pec sqc\t> 'soA^cq *spsoiAa 
*sanS ‘sjaqgnm tijuv patoAc oiaM pnc ajsca iq 

FuSeg P' ■ ■■ " 

•qSiq aq 
saiiciiiA 

s 


f 

SI 

STl 

9S9 

4S 

1 

8 

6 9 BIS 

0 

01 498'9I 

II- 

jBdoiia. 


0 

n 

5 ; 

H 

W 

y > . 

r? 

IP 

f 


•Sntpti OJOA\ eiaprej oq; sasco oaiq; np 
•paSncqoxa 0iaAi's;oqBsuotscooooM; no ‘pjoAis 
paqcc c q;tA\ aaisis pee jaq;oni s,;ncniciduioa 
oq; poao;cajq; ospe ioqx *osnoq aq; jo Ba;cmni 
oicina; aq; jo ano jo siaiag-ajo/ oq; ;a4nq ioq; 
jaqjo aq; u; p)acipoqfi,;ncutc[duioo 0q;;n4nq iaq; 
eooun;sni oav; cp ‘ooj; c 6; ratq pat; pac ;nc 
•mcidmgo oq; papiojpnjpq ^aq; asca ano np 
•6A\0J4c pnc SAVoq *sqai;B 'sqnia ‘spaSpna 
»sp40M8 *epo;sid *san9 panojicq-oiqnop ‘sqaoiaag 
•sjogsnra 'Bnna' qijAV pomic ojoav Xaqj, ‘Btqoqo 
pac F;ndfcg ‘sicfnnx ‘sucAJsafi 'snpuipp ‘siSwteg 
‘Bisucqnqvcji 'sacqcqx ‘scucqcg ‘8 ;cmc;p' 'eciap 
•unjp ' ■ * ' ; *snDtnjcsnic 

. . vpqa 

*s;cf oqAv sipjqcp 

Xq pcoaqSiq aq; no fiJanoAc;; no ;9aa aq; pac 
salicjgA nodn po;;jannoo oiaAVBjiicqcp 034q;-i;uaAix 

• *< 


fZ 

G 

S8I 

£19 

8£ 

s 

'amns 30 

P68I[ lie pnB 

E SI 4W 

JO poaq i9 pns 

G £ lOI'ei 

ES 

»*• JOippJMr) 

1 

1 

1 


•;aam;4cdo(i Ptqj jo joo^o nc £q 
pa;2odd4: 0431 ; sasco asaq; |o oavx *8U14c oa pcq 
Aoq; osto ono np *;ooj co pnc 8 ^ 05 ;$ pnc sicads 
*93ai[R *eM04J0 pnc sivoq ‘epjOAvs *suna ‘sqapa 
q;i4\ paoiic 'gpinco ipacg pnc 84Cfnt) ‘swcCacjp 
•sBiqpnog ‘sjpojp *sicq{(j ‘sjtqg ‘oiaAv 8;tcJicp 
oqi, 'ppog Bjq 3aiqanoid 0(tq4i jaScpiiA n no 
ono pnc Fpiaguoj;oo nj ano ‘eoiSnnC ui'Sai2C4a 
ojjqAi ai?jco no jnoj 'pcojqtftq oqi ao sjafpoACi; no 
£p '833cn|4no pa;)pmtaoa oiOAi oi asaq; ;o 



f 

1 

z 

£9 

Uf 

6£ 

t 

6 8 69B‘I 

0 

6 ItO'lI 

68 

••• oiopui 

j 



... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 



••• avioi 



•sqo|;s pac snn3 q;tAv 
ponJ4C 'sncraicsnpc aAtjpnc jcfnoauo 'scnip^ ojoav 
B picqcp oqx •pc0jq3u[ ot(; ad s4aiiaAC4; aao pnc 
£d3ci[tA nodn pa;;ia:u(oo cudAi etpicqcp aq; jo Jnoj 


... 

... 

... 

9 

9 

... 

... 

... 

0 

6 0C8 

s 

••• Jomty 



•pcoi 

•qSjq aq; no BJaffOACi; no pojvjjadjod sum pac 
sqojis pnc snn3 q;TAv paouc e43Av oqA\ sjtcqcp 
pa;anom jo pneq c jo qaOAi oq; scai UJCqcp eiqx 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

S 

... 

I 

... 

0 

8 OOt‘1 

I 

pmr 

w 

> 


•papnnoAi 84aM S}ucn{Cid 
*moa oq; jo opts aq; no snosAod OAijp •pco 4 q 3 iq 
oq; no BJOjiaACA*; no p 3 ;;ttnraoa ecii sjqx 


... 

... 

... 

... 

8 

S 

... 

... 



t 

••• iTOua 

T 


•;ooj CO 3 J 3 A\ £aqx 
•sqn;o pnc spiOAiS *6ac9 q 3 m panuc pnc o;sco 
Aq BAcCnQ oiOAv 8 ;tcqcp oqx * 3 i;;c 3 30 oSicqo n; 
onqAv Buosjad OAi; no pa;;jminoo bCA\ ntcqcp Biqx 

... 

... 

... 

••• 

... 

... 

... 

s 

... 

0 

CO 

0 

X 

••• 

coitid. 


•jnomucdofp epi; 30 4o;oadsap nc £q papiodoj scm 
st;icqcp oq; jo’ auQ 'apsco £q sjcfng 34 aAv £aq; 
odan;sat ano up ‘squia pnc sp40A\s 'sunS q;tA\ 
pani 4 c Xnsora a 4 aAi sjtcqcp oqx *pco 4 qSiq oq; 
CO B40iiaAC4; CO p0}C4;dd40a ojom stpicqcp aq; ipy 

... 

... 

... 


I 

0 > 

I 

... 

0 01 4 

9 

f 902‘£ 

I 

••• andjoqg 

i 

1 

1 ' 

1 


•sqojps q;TAi paai4c 

*B;icqcp 7 Cf £qpoqoc;;c ojaAV 84 ohdac 4; o^a Bjq; np 

... 

... 

f 

z 

9 

9 

... 

... 

0 0 £ 

0 

0 EG 

I 

— andqimig 

1 

J 











•d 'vsa 

•d 

•V -BH 






ei 

TT 

SI 

Z\ 

II 

or 

c 

8 

1 

0 

9 


E 

8 

t 


g 

c. 

K 

0 

p 

*3 

' ^ 
rt* 

P 

0 

0 

0 

> 

(5 

BO 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Killed 




c 

3 

c* 



t> 

05 

s 

5 ? 

0 

g- 

•o;d ';ooj no 40 pa;nnoni 
jaqiaqAi ‘pauijc Atoq ‘aq oj pojcsddujo 

040AV Ejicqcp aq; opsca ;cqAv SatAvoqs aqAcoiag 


C. 

Oj 

. c. 

Si 

I ^ 

n 

?* 





•>s 

<3 

fi 

P 

P 

•apepg 

10 pOMpsicp 




ffxrrzrcp ao 'zrsojsza; j 

SHOBEBJ 

ao 

naaKnij 

1 zinaaoaa ao zsaoKY 







•pjuoo — mijvf^ in pBfxodu spwi^vQ; /o pigm^pj^ 


II 


'S6SI ^toa ixStaitiUTaao; iiiTaTo: aKV ioyhi 



THE COURT OF ENGLAND 1 69 

wife since told him he ate a hearty supper, shook 
hands with her, and bid her good night at parting. 
He never quarrelled with the deceased. He under- 
stood the origin of the quarrel between Sellis and 
Neale was Neale’s taking a newspaper out of Sellis’s 
hand. The duke was particularly partial to Sellis, 
and behaved better to him, he thought, than to 
any other servant. Sellis and Neale were obliged 
frequently to be in the same room together, but 
he never observed anything particular between 
them. Sellis was a very sober man. If he was 
not at the duke’s apartments upon his business, he 
was sure to be found with his family. The duke 
continued his kindness to the last. He had heard 
Sellis say he could never be friendly with a man 
(meaning Neale) who had treated him as he had 
done. Sellis used, some years since, to ride in 
the carriage with the duke, but since a box has 
been made to the carriage he was ordered by the 
duke to ride there. He objected to that, saying it 
shook him very much." 

This servant, like most of the others, was ordered 
to call Sellis, and his evidence, in this particular, 
seems merely a rehearsal of the rest. The cor- 
roboration which Ball here gave of the excellent 
character of Sellis had been sufficient, one would 
think, for any jury to have acquitted the poor 
fellow of any participation in the attempt upon the 
duke, or with being his own murderer. In Ball’s 
evidence, also, the dislike which Sellis entertained 
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THE COURT OF ENGLAND 171 

to comprehend. Yet, notwithstanding the small- 
ness of the room, “ he did not see a coatl although 
(as he himself confidently states) there was a blue 
one, belonging to Sellis.” How could this witness 
know it belonged to Sellis, whom he probably 
never saw alive ? As to “ blood being on the left 
cuff and on the side,” what proof did he adduce of 
this, for he himself never saw the coat at all ? He, 
however, observed a wash-hand basin, in the very 
suspicious state described by other witnesses, and 
gave additional evidence of Sellis’s head being 
“against his watch at the head of the bed;” in- 
deed, the poor man’s head only hung by a small 
piece of skin, and his murderers had therefore 
placed it in that position to keep it from falling 
off altogether. Is it not monstrous, then, that 
men could be found so lost to honour as to record 
a verdict of felo de se ? 

“John Probert and John Windsor, two privates 
in the Guards, said they were on duty opposite the 
duke’s house at the time of the alarm, and were 
positive no person went out of the house after the 
alarm was given.” 

The evidence of these men merely shows that 
Sellis was murdered by some one belonging to the 
house, which we see no reason to dispute. 

“Thomas Strickland, under butler to his Royal 
Highness the Duke of Cumberland, said he saw 
the deceased in the duke’s bedroom about ten 
minutes before eleven o’clock on Wednesday night ; 
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day night, they being only put upon his Royal 
Highness’s bed for ornament in the day-time ; there 
was no lantern in the closet at the time she put 
them there, and the dark lantern found in the 
closet is like one she had seen on the deceased’s 
dressing-table. There was no sword or scabbard 
when she put the bolster there.” 

The dark lantern, sword, etc,, were not in the 
closet when this woman went there to put away 
the bolsters. Well, what of that ? Might they 
not have been put there afterward.? As to “the 
dark lantern found in the closet being like one she 
had seen on the deceased’s dressing-table,” proves 
nothing against Sellis, even if this lady had posi- 
tively sworn to its being the same. It were very 
easy to place a lantenr in Sellis’s room, and after- 
ward remove it to the aforesaid closet. But we 
have little doubt that more than one dark lantern 
might have been found on premises where so many 
secret deeds had been done. To have made this 
matter better evidence, why did not some kind 
friend write the name of Sellis on the lantern, 
similar to the plan adopted with the slippers .? 
Such a scheme might have brought the very scru- 
pulous jury to their verdict three hours sooner at 
least. 

“James Paulet, a valet to the duke, first saw his 
Royal Highness in his room with Neale holding 
him up. The duke told him he was murdered, 
and the murderers must be in his room. The 



Note— When a Civil District is irrigated from two or more Irrigation Works, Columns 7—14 inclusive should be totalled separately for each Civil District so irrigated. 

C. H. PEITOHAED, Lt.-Ool., 
Commissioner, Ajmer- Merwara. 
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of his Royal Highness for the safety of Sellis ; ” 
for, as soon as his wounds were dressed, the duke 
sent his own surgeon to attend Sellis. Wiere 
shall we look for greater care or condescension 
than this ? How truly fortunate was the duke 
in being blessed with so expeditious and so pene- 
trating a surgeon ! “ Mr. Home soon returned, 

and said ^there was no doubt that the man had 
killed himself.” Oh, talented man, who could 
perceive at a glance that “ the man had killed him- 
self ! ” Doctor Carpue must never more pretend 
to a knowledge of surgery when his opinion can 
be set aside by a single glance of a man of such 
eminence in his profession as Mr. Home. As to 
the joint in his neck being cut through, Mr. Home 
easily accounted for. \^niat I a man cut his own 
head off, and wash his hands afterward ! The 
further testimony of Paulet only proves the dislike 
which Sellis entertained for Neale, and the caution 
he gave to all the other servants to avoid him. 

“The widow of the deceased was e.\amined. 
Her appearance and evidence excited the greatest 
compassion and interest ; it tended to prove he 
was a good husband, not embarrassed in his cir- 
cumstances, and that he had parted with her in the 
usual way, without any suspicion on her part of 
what he had in contemplation.” 

Well, even this admission of the substance of the 
poor woman’s evidence is sufficient to throw dis- 
credit upon the jury, who, “after deliberating for 
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THE COURT OF ENGLAND l8l 

ling the arm of the assassin of the Duke of Cum- 
berland could not escape. 

“ In returning to the duke, I found the doors of 
all the state apartments had marks of bloody fingers 
on them. The Duke of Cumberland, after being 
wounded, could not have gone anywhere but to the 
outer doors and back ‘again, since the traces of 
blood were confined to the passages from the one 
to the other. 

“Everard Home.” 

V. 

We regret, with Sir Everard Home, that “so 
much pains should have been taken to involve in 
mystery the murder of Sellis,” but such pains were 
taken in the palace, and not by the public. Sir 
Everard’ s description of the matter, however, is 
only calculated to involve it in still greater mystery 
and contradiction. For instance, “he found the 
body lying on his side on the bed, the throat so 
effectually cut that he could not have survived 
above a minute or two.” How a man could cut 
his throat so effectually, when lying on his side, 
for “he had not even changed his position,” is 
rather a puzzling matter to people of common 
sense ! yet Sir Everard says “the length and direc- 
tion of the wound were such as left no doubt of its 
being given by his own hand.” In a conversation 
we had with Mr. Place, the foreman of the jury, a 
few weeks since, that gentleman informed us “ the 
man lived twenty minutes after his throat was 
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THE COURT OF ENGLAND 1 83 

of the reach of blood from the bed ; ” but several 
witnesses upon the inquest stated that “ blood was 
found all over the room, and the hand-basin ap- 
peared as if some person had been washing blood 
in it.” What is the reason, then, why blood might 
not have been sprinlded upon the coat of the mur- 
dered man as well as “ upon the curtains, on several 
parts of the floor, and over the \rash-basin ? ” Why 
did Sir Everard Home omit to mention these im- 
portant particulars in his attempt to explain away 
the “ mystery of the murder of Sellis ? ” His 
description of the dreadful wounds of his royal 
master are also rather at variance with the idea the 
duke himself gave of them, “ the beating of a bat 
about his head.” The skilful surgeon concludes 
his statement by saying “the Duke of Cumber- 
land, after being wounded, could not have gone any- 
where but to the outer doors and back again, since 
the traces of blood were confined to the passages 
from the one to the other ; ” when it will be ob- 
served, in Neale’s evidence, that “the duke and 
witness went to alarm the house, and got a light 
from the porter.” Now we may naturally suppose 
the porter slept at some distance from the duke, 
and therefore either Sir Everard Home or Neale 
must have made a slight mistake in this particular ; 
for we cannot accuse two such veritable personages 
with intentionally contradicting each other ! 
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THE COURT OF ENGLAND 1 8$ 

ing previous to Sellis’s death. That night it was 
my turn to undress his Royal Highness. On our 
arriving at St. James’s, I found Sellis had retired 
for the night, as he had to prepare his iriaster's 
apparel, etc., and to accompany him on a journey 
early in the morning. 

“ I slept that liight in my usual room ; but 
Neale, another valet to the duke, slept in an apart- 
ment very slightly divided from that occupied by 
his Royal Highness. A few days previous to this 
date, I was commanded by my master to lay a 
sword upon one of the sofas in his bedchamber, 
and I did so. After undressing his Royal High- 
ness, I retired to bed. I had not been long asleep, 
when I was disturbed by Neale, who told me to 
get up immediately, as my master the duke was 
nearly murdered. I lost no time, and very soon 
entered his Royal Highness’s bedroom. His Royal 
Highness was then standing nearly in the middle 
of the chamber, apparently quite cool and com- 
posed; his shirt was bloody, and he commanded 
me to fetch Sir Henry Halford, saying, ‘ I am 
severely wounded.’ The sword, which a few days 
before I had laid upon the sofa, was then lying on 
the floor, and was very bloody. I went with all 
possible haste for Sir Henry, and soon returned 
with him. I stood by when .the wounds were 
examined, none of which were of a serious nature 
or appearance. That in his hand was the most 
considerable. 
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THE COURT OF ENGLAND ' 187 

and the cravat were cut, as if some person had 
made an attempt to cut the throat with the cravat 
on ; then, finding the woollen or cotton stuffing to 
impede the razor, took it off, in order more readily 
to effect the purpose. 

“ During the time the duke’s wounds were being 
dressed, the deponent believes Neale was absent, 
in obedience to arrangement, and was employed in 
laying Sellis’s body in the form in which it was 
discovered, as it was an utter impossibility 
that a self-murderer could have so disposed of 
himself. 

“Deponent further observes, that Lord Ellen- 
borough undertook to manage this affair, by arrang- 
ing the proceedings for the inquest ; and also that 
every witness was previously examined by him ; 
also, that the first jury, being unanimously dissat- 
isfied with the evidence adduced, as they were not 
permitted to see the body in an undressed state, 
positively refused to return a verdict, in conse- 
quence of which they were dismissed, and a sec- 
ond jury summoned and impannelled, to whom, 
severally, a special messenger had been sent, re- 
questing their attendance, and each one of whom 
was directly or indirectly connected with the court, 
or the government. That, on both inquests, the 
deponent had been omitted, and had not been 
called for to give his evidence, though it must 
have been known, from his personal attendance 
and situation upon the occasion, that he must 
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special engagements to preserve me from such 
results, I have given my deposition. 

(Signed) “Jew.” 

The fact of two juries being summoned has been 
acknowledged by the coroner, in his affidavit before 
the Court of King’s Bench in April last. The 
affidavit of this gentleman, however, contains so 
many errors, that we here introduce an e.xposition 
of it, as given by the talented D. Wakefield, Esq., 
in showing cause against the rule being made 
absolute in the case of “ Cumberland v. Phillips.” 

“ Mr. Wakefield said it would be in the recollec- 
tion of the court, that this was a rule obtained by 
Sir Charles Wetherell, for a libel contained in a 
publication relating to his Royal Highness the 
Duke of Cumberland. He would not read the 
alleged libel in detail now, but confine himself first 
to the affidavit of Samuel Thomas Adams, the 
coroner who had held the inquest on Sellis. It 
was necessary that he should read the affidavit, 
as he had to offer several remarks upon it.” 

The learned counsel then read the affidavit, as 
follows : 

“ In the King's Bench. 

“ Samuel Thomas Adams of No 9 Davis street, 
Berkeley square in the County of Middlesex solic- 
itor maketh oath and saith that he hath seen a 
certain book or publication entitled ‘ The Authen- 
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attendance and each of wlioin was directly or in- 
directly connected with the court or the govern- 
ment And this deponent further sailh that it is 
not true that any person was omitted as a witness 
whose evidence was known or could be suspected 
to be material but on the contrary this deponent 
saith that wlien the death of the said Joseph Sellis 
was notified to him he as such coroner as aforesaid 
was required to hold an inquest on the body of the 
said Joseph Sellis and that it being required by a 
statute passed in the twenty-third year of Ilcmy 
the Eighth chapter twelve tltat in case of death 
happening in any of the king’s palaces or houses 
where his majesty should then hapj)en to be and 
in respect of which dealli an inquest should be 
neccssar)' that the jmy on such incpiest should 
be composed of twelve or more of the yeoman 
officers of the king’s household to be returned in 
the manner therein particularly mentioned he this 
deponent in the first instance issued as such cor- 
oner as aforesaid an order that a jury should be 
summoned composed of the said yeoman officers 
of the king’s household pursuant to the directions 
of the said statute But this deponent saith that 
believing it to be important that the cause and 
circumstances of the death of the said Joseph 
Sellis should be investigated in the most public 
and impartial manner he took upon himself the 
responsibility of not complying with the strict 
letter of such statute as aforesaid and counter- 
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silions of ihc witnesses cxnmiiicd upon mk’Ii iuqucf-t 
And this deponent further .saith tlial at the com- 
mencement of ih.c srdd itnjnest the pcveml informa- 
tions on I'Mth of lim principal w'ilncssc;; taken on 
that and t'ne precer:ling day hy John Reid I'isqnire 
the then chief magistrate of tire police were read 
over and iianded to the said jury to enable them 
the better to examine sne'n witnes-es rcsjt'tctively 
and such witnesses were respectively resworn 
before this deponent as coomer :md j’>crmittcd to 
make any additifinto their evidence so piven before 
the mai;istratc as aforesaid atul that each and everv 
of such witnesses had full opportunities of makini; 
any addition l*) such testimony which they lhou<;ht 
proper And this <ie}y)ncnl ftirlher s;uth that ail 
the circumstances of the ease as far as they t-ould 
he collected were carefully and impartially scruti- 
nised by the said jury and tb.at all the evidence 


which could be collected and brought forward and 
that every person was called before the said jury 
and examined as a witness and no j)erson was 
omitted to be called and examined who would have 
been or who it could be supjrosed would liavc ])cen 
a material witness And this deponent further 
sailh that in the course of thcincpiiry the said jury 
])rocecdcd to the apartment where the body of the 
said Joseph Sellis had been first discovered and 
was then lying and did then carefully view examine 
and inspect the body of the said Joseph Sellis and 
all the other circumstances deemed by them neccs- 
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“The first remark he had to submit to the court 
in this case was, that a person who applied for an 
extraordinary remedy by criminal information must 
deny all the charges contained in the libel. The 
rank of the illustrious individual in this case made 
no difference with I'espect to that point. Now the 
court would find, by the affidavit of Mr. Adams, 
the coroner, that one of the main parts of this 
alleged libel, so far from being contradicted, was 
substantiated, — he alluded to the fact of there 
having been two juries summoned to inquire into 
the circumstances relating to the death of Sellis. 
He did not mean to say that that fact formed any 
justification for the publication of the libel ; but 
the fact itself was certainly extremely important, 
and Mr. Adams’s affidavit contained the reasons 
why the mode pointed out by the act of Parliament 
for summoning juries in such cases had been de- 
parted from. The fact of there having been two 
juries summoned was no doubt sufficient to induce 
any person to believe that there was some reason 
for that proceeding, which was not apparent on the 
face of it. Mr. Adams had described the manner 
in which the jury were summoned. He said he 
sent the summoning officer to Mr. Place, man’s 
mercer, of Charing Cross ; but Mr. Place was not 
the coroner for the verge of the king’s palace, 
and had no authority to act. He would leave it 
to the court to form their own opinion, whether 
or not this departure from the usual course was or 
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Your Royal Highness cannot have forgotten the. 
outrage you committed by entering my chamber 
at Montague House, and your denial of it to the 
queen, your mother, for the avowed purpose of 
traducing my honour. Had I not then been re- 
strained from explanation upon those base designs, 
by an unalterable love to my child, I should have 
exposed the infamous conduct you manifested 
toward me. 

“ I name these things, sir, to prove to you the 
inviolable honour I have observed, in despite of 
all the insults and provocations I have received 
from your Royal Highness and the queen, and 
also from the creatures employed to ruin me in 
the estimation of this generous English nation. 
A time will come when the secrets of my life will 
be published to the world ; then let the unprej- 
udiced judge, I remain, sir, 

“Your Royal Highness’s most 

“ Faithful wife and cousin, 
“Caroline P. 

“ To his Royal Highness., the Pi~ince Regent." 

It is more than probable that the confidentially 
private and notorious secretary (M’Mahon) was the 
receiver of these appeals and documents, who, pos- 
sessing the most unbounded assurance in the ability 
of his royal master’s coadjutors to carry any plan 
into execution, or to prevent ve.xatious trouble to 
any extent, suppressed them at the moment when 
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scription were to be summoned from the verge 
of the court. Now this applied to the court sitting 
at Whitehall ; but at the time in question the court 
was sitting at St. James’s. The summoning, there- 
fore, was clearly not good, and the jury, consisting 
of Mr. Place’s junta, could not legally hold an 
inquest on the body of Sellis.” 

Four other mistakes, also, in the coroner’s affi- 
davit were pointed out by Mr. Place himself in a 
letter to the public. 

“ I. Mr. Adams says ‘he issued an order to 
summon a jury of persons of the king’s house- 
hold, but that he rescinded the order, and sum- 
moned a jury of persons who lived at a distance, 
and were wholly unconnected with St. James’s 
Palace.’ Mr. Adams must by these words mean 
that he summoned a jury from the only place 
to which his power extended ; namely, ‘ the verge 
of the court,’ — a small space, and from amongst 
the few tradesmen who resided within its limits. I 
never before heard that he had issued any order to 
summon a jury of persons of the king’s household. 

“ 2. Mr. Adams says that his ‘ summoning officer 
applied to Francis Place, of Charing Cross, for the 
names of persons who were eligible to compose 
a jury, and that out of such persons an impartial 
jury, of which Francis Place was the foreman, 
assembled on the ist of June, 1810.’ Mr. Adams 
probably speaks from memory, and is, therefore, 
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for the purpose of fulfilling our sacred duty, and not 
with the idea of slandering any man. If the Duke 
of Cumberland had proved our statement false, 
we would have freely acknowledged our error, as 
every man ought to do who seeks fairly and hon- 
ourably to sustain a noble function in the purity 
of its existence. We know there are writers who 
seek, not to enlighten, but to debase ; not to find 
amusement, but to administer poison ; not to im- 
part information, either political, moral, or literary, 
but to indulge in obscenity, — to rake up forgotten 
falsehoods, and disseminate ' imputed calumnies. 
To such, the sanctuary of private life is no longer 
inviolable ; the feelings of the domestic circle are 
no longer sacred ; retirement affords no protec- 
tion, and virtue interposes no defence, to their 
sordid inroads. Upon offences like these, we 
would invoke the fiercest penalties of the law. 
The interests of society demand it, and the rights 
of individuals claim it. But our strictures and 
exposures are of a widely different character, — 
not if they were false, — but because their truth 
must be apparent to every unbiassed individual in 
this mighty empire. With this conviction alone 
we stated them, and even Sir Charles Wetherell 
himself said we “ seemed to have no other motive 
in stating them only for the purpose of stating 
them.” We are not disposed to comment upon 
this part of the learned counsel’s speech, as it 
proves all we want to prove regarding our motives. 
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\\'as appointed regent, and the king’s person con- 
fided to the care of the queen, conjointly with 
archbishops, lords, and other adherents of her 
Itlajcsty. 

The session was opened on the 1 2lh of Febru- 
ar)' ; and the speech, delivered by commission, in 
the name of the regent, expressed unfeigned sor- 
row at the king’s malady, by which the exercise 
of the royal nuthorit}' had devolved upon his 
Royal Mighness, It also congratulated Parliament 
and the countiy on the success of his hlajcsty’s 
arms, by lai\d and sea, and did not forget to beg 
for further supplies, — so much required. 

Let us here inquire the cause that prevented 
the amiable regent from opening the se.ssion in 
person. Mad his mistresses detained him too late 
in the morning? or had they played a de.signed 
part with him, to prove their sui>erior domination ? 
or had he been in his most privately retired apart- 
ments, conversing with a few of the male favour- 
ites of his household in Italian ? If either of these 
do not give the true reason of his absence, we 
may be sure to ascertain it upo)i inquiiy^ of the 
vintner or faro-table keeper. Here the different 
degrees of morality, contrived by custom and keep- 
ing the people in ignorance, are well illustrated. 

The queen was much at Windsor at this period, 
she being obliged, by etiquette, to hear the bul- 
letins issued by the physicians concerning his 
Majesty’s health, or her affection for the afilicted 
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queen then was) to inform her Majesty of his 
fears, and to consult what would he the most 
proper and effectual measures to take. Her 
Majesty was highly incensed at the information, 
and very indignantly answered : “ My family con- 
nections will prove my entire ruin.” Her Majesty, 
accompanied by the prince, drove off directly for 
London, and the Princess Charlotte was com- 
manded to meet her grandmother in her chamber. 
With her usual independent readiness, the prin- 
cess obeyed the summons, and was ushei'ed into 
tlie presence of the haughty queen. 

After some considerable period of silence, her 
Majesty began to ask what particular services 
Doctor Nott had rendered, or what very superior 
attractions he possessed, to engage the attentions 
of her Royal Highness in such an unusual degree, 
as was now well known to be the case. Her 
Royal Highness rose up, and, in a tone of voice 
not very agreeable to the queen, said : “ If your 
Majesty supposes you can subdue me as you have 
done my mother, the Princess of Wales, you will 
find yourself deceived. The Reverend Mr. Nott 
has shown me more attentions, and contributed 
more to my happiness in my gloomy seclusion, 
than any person ever did, e.xcept my mother, and 
I ought to be grateful- to him, and I will, whether 
it pleases your Majesty or not ! ” The queen 
saw her purpose was defeated in the attempt to 
intimidate her granddaughter, and therefore, in a 
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instructions and properly maintain her dignity of 
birth.” Her Royal Highness returned to her 
former situation before the queen, and exclaimed, 
“ What does your Majesty mean ? ” “I mean,” 
replied the queen, " that you must not condescend 
to favour persons in low life with your confidence 
or particular respect ; they will take advantage of 
it, and finally make you the tool to accomplish 
their vile puqroses.” “Does your Majesty apply 
these remarks to the Reverend i\Tr. NoU 1 ” hastily 
replied the princess. “I do,” .said the queen. 
“ Then hear me, your Majesty ; I glory in my 
regard for Mr. Nott. His virtues are above all 
praise, and he merits infinitely more than I have 
to give ; but I resolve, from this moment, to give 
him all the worldly goods I can ; and your Majesty 
knows that, by law, I can make a will, though I am 
but little more than fifteen ; and my librar)', jewels, 
and other valuables are at my own disposal. I 
will now, without delay, make my will in his fa- 
vour, and no earthly power shall prevent me. I 
am sorry your Majesty prefers vicious and wicked 
characters, with splendid title.s, to virtuous and 
amiable persons, destitute of such empty sounds.” 
The princess left the room, and the queen was 
more disturbed than before the interview. 

The regent was soon made acquainted with the 
result, and recommended that no further notice 
should be taken of the matter, hoping that the 
princess would change her intention upon a more 
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of her father and grandmother, and was not very 
sparing in her expressions of dislike toward them. 
Mr. Perceval '(who was then premier) was re- 
quested by the prince to see her Royal Mighness, 
and to suggest any terms of reconciliation between 
the princess and the queen ; but he could not suc- 
ceed. “What, sir!” said her Royal Highness, 
“ would you desire me to apijcar what I am not, 
and to meet her Majesty as if I believed her to 
be my sincere friend, when I know I am hated for 
my dear mother’s sake? No, sir! I cannot do 
as you desire; but I will endeavour to meet her 
Majesty at all needful opportunities with as much 
gentleness of manners as I can assume. What 
indignities has not the queen olTcred to my perse- 
cuted mother.? You well know, sir, they have 
been unmerited, and if her Majesty insults the 
Princess of Wales again in my jiresence, I .shall 
say, ‘Your Majesty should regulate your family 
affairs better, and teach lessons of virtue to your 
daughters, before you traduce the characters of 
other ladies.’ You, sir, arc the regent's minister, 
and in his confidence, so I may venture to give 
you my candid opinion, and I do not consider that, 
by doing so, I exceed the bounds of propriety. 
Will you, therefore, oblige me by announcing to 
the prince, my father, that I am unalterably de- 
voted in heart to my mother, and while I wish to 
be a dutiful child to my father, I must not cveii 
be that at the expense of principle and honour- 
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We will not, however, record the scenes of devas- 
tation and horror consequent from it ; neither will 
we eulogise Lord Wellington for the victories he 
obtained. Much rather would we shed a tear at 
the remembrance of the slaughtered victims to 
kingly or ministerial ambition. Who that believes 
in the immortality of the soul can think of these 
horrid engagements without shuddering at the im- 
mense and inexpressible accountability of the des- 
troyer ? It would be utterly impossible to give an 
idea of the number of widows and orphans who 
have had to mourn the consequences of splendid 
victories, as a wholesale murdering of soldiers is 
denominated. How many ducal coronets have 
been purchased at the expense of human exist- 
ence! Rather should our brows never be en- 
circled than at such an unnatural price. 

On the 13th of February the restrictions for- 
merly in force against the prince regent termi- 
nated ; and, properly speaking, it may be declared 
he then assumed the kingly power. One hundred 
thousand pounds were voted for him, professedly 
to meet the expenses attendant upon his assump- 
tion of the regal authority. 

This was a moment of triumph to the queen, and 
the sequel will prove that her Majesty took especial 
care to turn it to her own account. The Duke of 
York was fully reinstated as “ commander-in-chief,” 
and, therefore, ready ways and means presented 
themselves to her Majesty. The regent engaged 
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ceived a shot in his left breast, and, after staggering 
a few paces, fell down and expired. The assassin 
was tried on the 1 5th and executed on the i Sth of 
the same month. He defended his conduct on the 
ground of having received much injury from the 
government, who had denied redress of his griev- 
ances, and, therefore, thought he had only done an 
act of justice in taking away the life of a member 
of so callous an administration. 

Agreeably to the regent’s message, fifty thousand 
pounds were voted for the use of Mr. Perceval’s 
family, and two thousand annually to be paid to his 
widow. In case of her demise, however, 'the same 
amount was to be continued annually to such male 
descendant as might at that time be the heir, for 
the term of his life. 

Let us here inquire into the services which Mr. 
Perceval had rendered his country to warrant min- 
isters in this lavish expenditure upon his family, one 
of whom now frequently intrudes his crude notions 
in the House of Commons. Mr. Perceval had been 
for a long period the pretended friend of the ill- 
fated Princess of Wales. “ The Book ” which he 
arranged, and which had been printed, but not 
published, in 1807, giving the particulars of the 
“ Delicate Investigation,” improperly so called, was 
bought up in 1809, and as much as fifteen hun- 
dred pounds given for a single copy. The rancour 
and malice of the unprincipled enemies and calum- 
niators of the open-hearted Princess of Wales had 
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licve that the sufferings of her Highness are un- 
merited on her part, and very much increased by the 
dictatorial behaviour of her Majesty.” At another 
interview with the same person, the following ques- 
tion w^s put, unreservedly, to Mr. Perceval ; “ Do 
you, sir, think her Royal Highness has been dcser\'- 
ing of the persecutions she has endured, by any 
deviation from virtue..and propriety ? ” “ I do not 

think the princess guilt}',” carncstl}' rejoined !Mr. 
Perceval, “and I am fully satisfied, in my own 
mind, that if there had not existed ungenerous in- 
tentions on the" part of the royal family, the affair 
would long since have sunk into silence. There is 
gaiety and levity about her Royal Highness which 
is not usual with the English ladies generally ; but, 
with all the exterior frivolity of the princess, when 
she chooses to be lively, I would prefer her infi- 
nitely to the professedly-modest and apparently-re- 
served of the sex in high life. I believe the princess 
to be playful, and incautiously witty, in her deport- , 
ment ; but I prefer that to secret intrigue and 
infamous practices.” 

We leave our readers to judge whether this 
simple declaration was not honourable to the prin- 
cess, and whether it does not correspond %rith 
every speech delivered by this gentleman in his 
publie and private defence of her Royal Highness. 

• Humanity, however, is weak, and the ingratiating 
attentions of the prince were too powerful to be 
resisted by Mr. Perceval. At his royal command, j>^ 
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to Lord Wellington for the part he had taken in 
legal slaughter. 

It may, with propriety, be submitted here, how\. 
large a grant would have been made to any man 
who should have presented a plan for the comfort- 
able and honourable maintenance of the perishing' 
millions ? We fear any patriot who had dared to 
press such a scheme would have soon been con- , 
signed to a damp and dreary dungeon, charged \ 
with disaffection to the monarch, or commanded, I 
under certain protection, to set sail for another i 
country ; and, if permitted to reach the destined 
shore, there to be received and treated as one 
of the most infamous of the human race. But 
in these days, the will of the regent, supported by 
the queen, was supreme law. There was not one\ 
who ventured to insult his dignity by speaking to j 
him truth, — not one dared to stem the torrent of I 
his royal displeasure. It is true that, when Lord 
Liverpool first entered office, he once hinted to 
his royal master the general voice of dissatisfac- 
tion which the people expressed ; but the imperi- 
ous regent commanded silence upon all such sub- 
jects, and desired Lord Liverpool never again to 
meet his Highness, unless under a positive resolve 
not even to give the most distant hint at matters 
so very disagreeable to the royal ear, and which 
were of no considerable importance. His lordship 
proved himself wanting in fortitude to set an exam- 
ple to courtiers, and the principle of his mind was, 
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that period, he and the queen were the unalter- 
able and bitterest enemies of the princess, both 
publicly and privately. So, then, for the simple 
expression of truth, to those who were already in 
possession of the whole affair, was an injured prin- 
cess to be pursued by the hounds of destruction 
until her capture should be accomplished. The 
prince sought an immediate divorce ; but as the 
former attempts on this ground, in the year 1 8o6, 
had failed, there appeared great difficulty in the 
attainment of his object. The former charges and 
gross calumnies were declared false, and Lady 
Douglas had been shunned by all good and strictly 
honourable society ; for, except where she was re- 
ceived in compliment to the queen, her invitations 
were, indeed, but very few. The old story was 
again resorted to, and as Mr. Perceval was now no 
more, a bold attempt was resolved on, as the last 
resource, to obtain the desired end. 
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It hardly need be told that the insulted Caroline 
did not stay to partake of the proffered hospitality 
of this German princess. To be injured by the 
son, and insulted by the mother, was as much as 
human feeling could endure, and the princess 
reached her home in a state of mind little short 
of distraction. On the following morning one of 
the royal dukes called upon the princess, and told 
her he was informed of her journey to Windsor 
by an express from his mother, and also stated his 
opinion that no measures of an unpleasant nature 
were in agitation. The princess hastily answered ; 
“ Do you think I was not fully satisfied of the 
regent’s intention upon the subject before I re- 
solved to visit the queen? You forget, prince, 
that I am an injured lady. You know I was 
brought into this country to afford money to pay 
my intended husband’s enormous debts, and to 
give him means to live in the greatest splendour 
with his numerous mistresses. I am deprived of 
the society of my only child. Injurious reports 
are circulated and received against my honour, and 
I am not even permitted to exonerate myself from 
these vile and slanderous imputations, because I 
am injured by the reigning authority.” 

The royal duke said : “ I beg, my dear cousin, 
you will not permit the harsh and unfeeling con- 
duct of the queen to operate on your mind. We 
all know she is revengeful in the extreme, but she 
always favours George in everything; and, from 
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The queen was posed by the firmness her Royal 
Highness had displayed ; and, in reply to the com- 
munication, said ; “ I will not be disappointed by 
this seeming boldness ; the princess shall feel my 
power. She shall see Charlotte still less; the 
restrictions shall be enforced with greater severity, 
and she shall repent of her stupidity. Does the 
Princess of Wales imagine that I am to submit to 
her opinions upon my conduct, or to her abuse of 
any of my family ? My only fear is that the 
daughter will prove as unbending and as deter- 
minately resolute as the mother is, and I am 
therefore resolved to separate them as much as 
possible.” 

The result proved the queen’s indignation and 
resentful disposition ; as, immediately, a council 
was held upon the subject, and her Majesty was 
positive in her instructions, that the restrictions 
between the Princess of Wales and her daughter 
should be more rigidly enforced. 

At the commencement of the year 1813, the 
princess found her situation more irksome than 
ever ; and she resolved, therefore, to inform the 
prince regent of the hardships of her case, 
soliciting his Royal Highness to inform him- 
self of all or any part of her behaviour or 
demeanour, to which the queen had made such 
heavy objections. The following is an exact 
copy of the letter of her Royal Highness to 
the prince: 
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no reason to anticipate or fear any unhappy results. 
The natural appearances were unequivocally satis- 
factory. Previous to the' delivery, the infant was 
not supposed to be dead. It was quite unneces- 
sary and unnatural to inform the princess that the 
child was still-born ; such a communication is very 
seldom made to any female at such a moment. 
Camphor juleps are very seldom administered to 
a healthy patient, or where the stomach is sound, 
immediately after delivery, as the effect would gen- 
erally be to produce irritation, sickness, and con- 
vulsion. Doctor Croft ought not to have retired 
to bed, presuming that her Royal Highness was so 
indisposed as to cause her incessant moaning, which 
was really the case. More than this, your Maj- 
esty, about noon of the Wednesday, Doctor Croft 
said, ‘ I believe the princess might very quickly be 
delivered by having recourse to an operation ; but 
I dare not perform it without the presence and 
sanction of her royal father, the prince regent’ 

I hope” (continued the writer) “that your Majesty 
will see this plain statement in its own character, 
and that you will save all future disclosures of an 
unpleasant nature by your timely recommendation 
of the subject to the prince regent, your son. Your 
Majesty may believe I am induced by vindictive 
motives to offer these remarks; but that would 
prove an incorrect opinion, and, unless your Maj- 
esty causes a very prompt inquiry to be per- 
mitted upon the facts of this case, I fear yourself 
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only refer to my several correspondencies with 
your august father, your brother of York, Privy 
Council, 'etc, 

“ I cannot conclude without saying, if you refuse 
me justice, I will leave indisputable proofs to this 
insulted nation that its generosity has been abused, 
though, at the same time, I would save you your- 
self from ignominy at the hazard of my liberty. 
To the queen, I never will bow. Her Majesty 
was, is, and ever will be, a tyrant to those she 
may imagine obstacles in her path. Perhaps her 
Majesty presumes I am not an object of mate- 
rial consequence ; but time will develop all these 
things. If this letter meet not with your royal 
approbation, I can only regret it, and waiting your 
reply, I am, ever, 

“Your faithful and devoted 

■ “ Caroline. 

“ P.S. I entreat your Royal Highness to inform 
yourself of every part of my conduct which may 
at any time have been esteemed derogatory ; and, 
while I beg this favour, I trust your Royal High- 
ness will never again submit to the unprincipled, 
slanderous, and abominable aspersions cast upon 
my character. Let me suggest, my lord, that 
truth must prevail, sooner or later. After the 
most deliberate, careful, and scrutinising investi- 
gations, I only beg to be punished with the most 
extreme rigour, if I am found guilty ; but, if free 
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"her Roy.l 1 Hi,;;nncss is tleclired free from all 
impulalion.” 

We mu<l nol here fori:el '.n mention that Mr. 
C. Johnstone submitted a motinn, on the 5111 of 
March, "to request tb.e priturc recent wili permit 
the coj.y of .1 certain reput, made sir to be 

laid, before the Ilrime;'* but land C:i'*!crca"ir 
c>|inosed it. as bcim: unnccere-ary, .ind the rlocu- 
menl was conscquerrtiy refused. 


Notwitb.-statulurg; lise dispust 


manifested by every 


bt)nes 


iitlishntan .1* the b.i’c condurt of Sir 


John .and I^.iiy Doisj;’;'.'-, v.nerr tlu.-y prefetreds tb.cir 
abominable cb.ar;;c apainst the character of the 
IVincc.ss of Wrdc.s in tb.c yen they had 

the isardiimod to pre.'^ent a p/clition to the llot!;.e 
this year to rc.swcar to the irv.th of ih.eir former 
depositions concernin;: the contiuci of the rrinecss 
of Wales. N*o procec'linrp-, of mur.se, took place, 
in consequence of this aitemjn r-til! to punpapatc 
their calumnies; hut a motimr was urade hy Mr. 


C. lohnstonc a few dnvs aftcru-ard itr the House 
of Commons, *‘That the jielitinn of Sir John aitd 
I^idy Dotiglas <nip:hl to be rcpaideri as :ur auda- 
cioii.s .attempt to gi%-c a colour of truth, in the eyes 
of the nation, to evidence which they had delivered 
touching the conduct of her Royal Highne.ss, the 
Princess of Wales, aird which evidence wa.s a foul 


and dctest.ablc cndc.avour to bring the life and 
honour of her Royal Highness into danger and 
suspicion,” This resolution, however, could nol 
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On the 23d of March, the Princess of Wales 
had to bear another severe stroke of fortune, in 
the death of her mother, the Duchess of Bruns- 
wick, who was interred with much funeral pomp, 
at Windsor, on the 3 1 st. This melancholy event, 
following so closely after her late persecutions, 
was as much as the princess could endure ; and, 
had it not been for the sympathetic attentions of 
one confidant, her Royal Highness would, no 
doubt, have sunk under her immense load of 
sorrow. 

In July and August, the princess devoted the 
greater portion of her time to correspondence 
with the prince, her husband. Very many of the 
letters could not, we think, have met the eye of 
the regent, or answers must have been sent, if. 
only in common courtesy, as the prince knew his 
honour, and also that of his family, were at stake. 
We have transcripts of all these letters ; but shall 
content ourselves with only introducing the last 
she wrote to his Royal Highness previous to her 
going abroad. The following is a literal copy 
of it : 

“ 23d of Aug., 1813. 

“ Sir ; — I have waited, with most anxious feel- 
ings, to receive an acknowledgment of the safe 
receipt of several important communications which 
I addressed to you as ‘private and confidential.’ 
To this hour I have not received a reply, and I 
therefore take up my pen for the last time upon 
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acquainted with the deep-laid schemes formed by 
her Majesty against me, which were to be put 
into execution by Lady Jersey ; and when I most 
humbly requested of you that I might be secluded 
from all society rather than endure that which 
was so hateful to me, your Royal Highness cannot 
have forgotten the inhuman reply you made me : 
‘ The Princess of Brunswick has answered every 
purpose I desired, inasmuch as my debts are to 
be settled, and my income augmented, and I will 
provide an heir to the throne more worthy of 
popular regard than any descendant of my father’s 
family could ever prove.’ These, sir, were words 
of so heavy and doubtful a character, that from 
that moment I never forgot them ; and from the 
hour in which my Charlotte was bom, I have 
feared for her health and happiness. How your 
Royal Highness could thus insult me, you can 
best imagine. 

“Another most material grievance imposed 
upon me was your unnatural remark to Lady 
Jersey, in my presence, ‘that you thought the 
king too fond of the Princess of Wales ; and if 
her Royal Highness had any children, his Majesty 
would no doubt be the father, instead of the grand- 
father.’ Lady Jersey’s reply will never be effaced 
from my memory, while reason holds her empire : 
‘Yes, my prince, and you deserve it, if ever you 
notice the Princess of Wales again in the char- 
acter of a husband or lover.’ Your Royal High- 
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behaved openly to Mr. Pitt was impossible, ns I 
knew too well his avowed hostile feelings agninst 
me. But a few days had elapsed after this inter- 
view, when I had the pleasure of seeing the gotxl 
king, I now lake the liberty of laying before 
your Royal Highness the substance of our conver- 
sation. ‘ My dear daughter,’ said his Majesty, ‘ I 
hear Pitt has paid you a confidential visit.’ ‘Yes, 
Sire, he has/ I rejilicd. ‘ What was the object of 
it?’ ‘Upon the subject of the bondholder.^ your 
Majesty.’ ‘ I hope 3'ou made no rash promise ? ’ 
said the king. ‘None, Sire.' 'Wiiy could not 
Pitt have called ujmn you at a more suitable 
hour, Caroline?’ ‘1 do noi know, Sire; but I 
jdainly saw Mr. Pitt did not think much etiquette 
was necessary to the Princess of Wales, as he well 
knew it was my dinner-h«)ur ; and yet I was de- 
termined not to refuse myself, as I wtis jjcrfeclly 
sure the whole of the affair would be reported to 
the queen.' ‘Caroline, my nieee,’ said the king, 
‘do not, pray do not, fear Pitt, or any of my 
family. I will put 3'ou in possession of some 
affairs which v.'ill soon silence them all ; and be- 
fore the end of this week I will send you a small 
parcel of important papers, by the hand of a trusty 
messenger.’ 

“Your royal father most scrupulously kept his 
word, and enclosed me the proofs he had named, 
and promised to send. Many limes since then 
have I informed your Royal Highness that f was 
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Your Royal Highness cannot have forgotten the. 
outrage you committed by entering my chamber 
at Montague House, and your denial of it to the 
queen, your mother, for the avowed purpose of 
traducing my honour. Had I not then been re- 
strained from explanation upon those base designs, 
by an unalterable love to my child, I should have 
exposed the infamous conduct you manifested 
toward me. 

“ I name these things, sir, to prove to you the 
inviolable honour I have observed, in despite of 
all the insults and provocations I have received 
from your Royal Highness and the queen, and 
also from the creatures employed to ruin me in 
the estimation of this generous English nation. 
A time will come when the secrets of my life will 
be published to the world ; then let the unprej- 
udiced judge, I remain, sir, 

“Your Royal Highness’s most 

“ Faithful wife and cousin, 
“Caroline P. 

“ To his Royal Highness., the Pi-ince Regent." 

It is more than probable that the confidentially 
private and notorious secretary (M’Mahon) was the 
receiver of these appeals and documents, who, pos- 
sessing the most unbounded assurance in the ability 
of his royal master’s coadjutors to carry any plan 
into execution, or to prevent ve.xatious trouble to 
any extent, suppressed them at the moment when 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


M’Mahon Makes a Journey — And Conceives a Villainous Plot 
— The Protector of Innocence Is Removed — An Outrage 
Is Perpetrated — A Personal Opinion — 1814 — Her Maj 
esty, a Tyrant — A Life of Continued Misfortune — Princely 
Misbehaviour — Further Persecution of the Princess — An In- 
vention — Ilonours, Fetes, and Festivals — Lord Castlereagh’s 
Motion — A Separation — A Motherly Epistle — The King 
Promises Protection — Dazzling Entertainments — Princess 
Charlotte’s Unhappiness — The King’s Health. 

HE private secretary of the prince 
(M’Mahon) was accustomed to retire for 
recreation to Bath, at certain periods. 
At the time to which we now advert, he was 
travelling to that city, and, at Marlborough, a 
respectable and venerable gentleman, accompanied 
by two young ladies, took his seat in the stage- 
coach. The courtier was not wanting in atten- 
tions, and, in reply to his numerous questions, he 
soon received the information “ that the gentleman 
was a poor clergyman, residing near Marlborough ; 
that the two young ladies were his daughters, 
whom he then was accompanying to visit a relation 
at Bath.” M’Mahon’s polished manners, added to 
the fixed determination of sacrificing these ladies 
to his royal master’s desires, had the hoped-for 
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The intimacy at Bath ‘was cultivated. M’Mahon 
promised to intercede for the interest of the worthy 
clergyman, and afterward engaged to ensure him 
promotion. 

In the midst of explanations, promises, and en- 
gagements, M’Mahon was summoned to town by 
the royal order. Ere he departed, he promised, 
instantly upon seeing the prince, to lay their case 
before him, and dwelt in vivid terms upon the 
effects of such a representation. Within the ensu- 
ing fortnight, the clergyman received a letter from 
him, announcing “ that a vicarage was vacant, in 
the gift of the Crown, to which he should receive 
the presentation.” M’Mahon again visited Bath, 
and recommended the clergyman and family to 
take up their abode in the metropolis. For this 
purpose, he had engaged apartments in the house 
of Mrs. General Hamilton, in Gloucester Place, 
to which they soon resorted. In the meantime, 
M’Mahon informed the clerg)'man that his induction 
would shortly take place, and that, in the interim, 
he must employ himself in the most agreeable man- 
ner, as also his daughters, in such amusements as 
the town afforded. Mrs. Hamilton was also pleased 
to say she would be their conductor and companion 
upon all occasions. The lady just named was a 
gay, though unsuspected character. Shortly after 
this period, at an evening party, M’Mahon intro- 
duced Colonel Fox, “a gentleman,” he said, “allied 
to the noblest families and of an immense fortune.” 
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Taylor.” In a short time she returned, saying, 
“ How truly fortunate we are ; Colonel Fox has 
just entered the shop, and, being informed you are 
here, has solicited permission to keep you company 
until I return from my solicitor’s ; you cannot 
refuse the request ; ” and then, without waiting a 
reply, she left the room. The pretended Colonel 
Fox entered ; he professed eternal love and unalter- 
able constancy ; and, within one hour, this lovely, 
but most unfortunate, female was added to the 
infamously swelled list of the prince’s debaucheries 
and cruel seductions. The younger sister still lives, 
— a, melancholy proof of outraged and insulted 
honour. 

We have given this detail to satisfy the scrupu- 
lous portion of society that the prince merited a 
thousandfold more exposure and execration than 
he ever received. 

At this period Mr. Whitbread was very press- 
ing with the Princess of Wales, advising her to 
make a tour upon the Continent, in order to divert 
her mind from the provocations she was so fre- 
quently called upon to endure. Upon one occa- 
sion, he urged the subject with considerable 
warmth, and his great earnestness surprised her 
Royal Highness. ' With her usual readiness, she 
said : “ I feel sure Mr. Whitbread does not intend 
anything disagreeable in these remarks ; but, sir, 
are you aware that Mr. Canning has been pressing 
the same opinion upon my notice ? and I do not 
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This was the longest intcn'icw wliich was to fall 
to the lot of these high-spirited and generous- 
minded personages. Alas ! their destiny might 
have been portrayed by the pen of cruelly, and 
traced in characters of blood ! At parting, the 
princess most tenderly embraced her motlicr, and 
that parent for the moment forgot all her sorrows. 
^But what was her agitation, when her only hope 
was saying, “ Farewell ! ” Agonising — bc3'ond 
all e.xprcssion — agonising! We mu.st .sympathise 
with such sorrow.s, and admit the propriety of the 
remark of the Princess of Wales at this separation, 
“ My life has already been too long, since it has 
been one continued scene of misfortune.” 

The prince regent now paid a visit to the Duke 
of Rutland, for the avowed pvirposc of standing 
sponsor to the young marquis, the duke’s son and 
heir. The preparations for the reception and ac- 
commodation of his Royal Highness were upon 
the most magnificent scale, which, we arc sorry to 
relate, were little else than thrown away. In the 
evening, the sparkling goblet was so freely emptied 
by the royal guest, that he was obliged to be car- 
ried to the chamber prepared for him. Do not 
imagine, gentle reader, that we are disposed to 
dwell ill-naturedly on the mischances of this luck- 
less night ; but the prince was unfortunate, and 
committed such sins and transgressions in this 
ducal apartment, and in the bed prepared for him, 
that, at a very early hour, his carriage was ordered. 
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and his Royal Highness was on the road to Lon- 
don. Xhe domestics at Belvoir Castle were left 
to relate this very disagreeable incident, and tes- 
tify that the means required for the purification 
of their master s premises were of no common 
quality ! 

However facetiously we may have spoken of 
this ‘‘untoward occurrence,” yet we recoil with* 
. disgust and indignation from such scenes. How 
revolting is the reflection that this was the prince 
invested with kingly authority, and to whom so 
many millions of intelligent beings were looking 
for the redress of their grievances, and the amelior- 
ation of their many miseries ! 

The king’s indisposition increased in the early 
part of this year, and the overbearing tyranny of 
the queen consequently knew no bounds. In May, 
she addressed several notes to the Princess of 
Wales to forbid her appearance at the drawing- 
room, to which her Royal Highness replied very 
spiritedly. Some of these letters were afterward 
published, but several were suppressed. It was at 
this time that the prince expressed his unalterable 
determination “never again to meet the princess, 
either in public or private,” and the queen was the 
person who communicated his Royal Highness s 
unmanly vow to the princess. 

About three weeks after this announcement, 
some illustrious foreigners, who were formerly 
intimate with the family of the princess, paid her 



puE 05 S 3 S ^33 ^nnjpAV os pun 'juaj yf-ed o? SAHq pm aq 

3 xau ?Hq 5 spug Bjqgopj' -e ‘sjEaX’ C aoj '^\re\^vniu pa^ofua g'uiAEq uaq^\ (a) 

•aSEpiA :|sjg 

oq} m puE| aoj SuunouiEp os op oj sasnjaa pun a§EpiA jaqpuE 
ui puEj aqE? o:) •p[o:j si 'puEj jo ipEj a^npsqE aq:( o^ guiAvo 
aoEiijA puiSuo siq ui puE[ uaAi§ aq ^ouued oqAV Eiq2op;[ e uaq^\\ (i) 

— : sasEo SuiAiopoj aq; ui ;uaiuqsiund auiEs aq; puauiuioaaa ppoAv j 'og 
•a;E;s aq; o; j(;np ou SEq aq ‘saqq aq ji *a;EAi;jna i(Eiii aq ;Eq; os puEj uaAiS si 
aq SE Suo} se ;Eq; saapisuoa puE ‘;uamuiaAO 0 o; v}v.i§ vuosAd(f 'b jpsmiq squiq; 
‘lEJanag ui ‘Eiqgoj/\r aq; ;uasajd ;y *jo;EAi;}no AjEuipjo ue Xq papp uaaq 
aAEq asiAuaq;o pjnoAi qaiijAi puE[ q;m maq; jC^dilns 0 ; apEui uaaq SEq qatqAv a;E;s 
aq; o; anuaAaj jo ssoj asuEo iCqaaaq; puE AvopEj ap o; puE[ jpq^ AvopE X[uo;ueav 
‘ jnoqEj o; aqpsip e q§noaq; ‘sEiqgoj^ ajaqAV sasEO ui pa;Dipui aq pjnoqs ;uauiqsiund 
siq; ;Eq; japisuoa j ‘4aAoajop\[ •pasnooE aq; p sjagEpiA-Aiopaj pUE suopupa 
aq; aaopq ;no paujEO p XpEioadsa ajoiu i ;uamuosudtui UEq; ;aapa 4a;Eaj§ qanui 
aAEq ‘papEUS-iad uie { ‘ppoAV ‘guipuoasqE ao aAEaj ;noq;pii aouasqu Joj pa;oipui 
;uauiqsiund siqj^ •guiddiqAi o; asanoaaj jaajj panm asiApE ppOAV ] ‘p4;uoo jpq^ 
JOj sapy aq; japun saouapo aoj sEiqgop^ jo ;uaujqsiund aq; spjE§aj sy ‘64 

puaiopja puE ajqEdED si aq ;Eq; SEiqSopj 
JEqQ aq; jo ;uauia2EiiEui siq uiop uMoqs suq jaapjo siq; se ! miq japun sEiq§oi/\[ 
Jiaq; ;nd puE pimE;opj JBqQ aq; jo Xud aq; asiEJ 0 ; aquasqns ppoqs qoEa 
‘JEqjEQ JBqQ aq; jo uopouES aq; q;iAi ‘siq; jo ;jnEjap ui ‘40 ‘ueui a|qpuodsa4 
puE pooS E ;aS o; snq; puE Xud siq jo a4Eqs e SuiXud qoEa ‘luaq; uaaApaq pimE;o]/\j 
auo a§E§ua puE saD4oj uiot o; pasiApu aq Aaq; ‘spiuiE;oiAj ssapsn ;(pE0paE4d puE 
piEd4apun aApoadsa4 4iaq; p aoEid ui ;Eq; ;sa§gns ppoAi j ‘Epo4Bg iqaB^ puE 
UEq;[ni/\[ SEiqgop\r aq; p uoisiA4adns 4a;;aq aq; 40j suEaui sp4E§a4 sy 

•paAapa4 aq piAv uEq;injAi puE Epo4Eg; poE^j apqAv ‘asod4nd 4iaq; ;aapa 
suEaui siq; Xq ueo 4Eq4EQ JEqQ aqi 'os si siq; j] •pa;EApina 31 paAi sasiui04d 
puE pa;iqEquiun ;uasa4d‘;E si qoiqAi puE[ a;E[tidod o; saqsm ;i ;Eq; puE;s 4 apun o; 
uaAi§ U4E I ;nq 'saa4gE 4Eq4EQ 4EqQ aq; ji Xpo ajqissod si ;uauia§UE44E siq; as4noa 
JQ •piu4E;oj,\r sp JO io4;uoa aq; 4apun" paoEjd puE 4 a;si§a 4 s;i ui pajp4ua §uiaq 
‘ajEJS ;Eq; 0 ; anuaAa4 Xud puE 4EqQ o; Suopq uaq; pjnoqs oqAi ‘sEiqSopi aq? 
JO jEAqm94 JO ;soo aq; sp4EiUo; Supnqujuoa Epo4Eg iqoEjj puE UEq;|ni\[ jo 
S4Eq4EQ aq; ‘puEj pajEApjna poo§ auioaaq Xqa4aq; ppoAA qaiqAA ‘X4o;i44a; 
stq JO s;4Ed ajSEAv ,aq; jo auios ui uiaq; aziuojoo o; puE ‘sjaafqn’s siq jje 4a;jE 
a4E oqAi ‘Epo4Eg ppE;^j puE UEqjppj jo SEiq§oi-\[ srqdAtis aq; 4aA0 aqE; 0 ; paqsE 
aq 4 EqQ JO E[E 4 EqEp\[ aq; ;Eq; ‘;ua§y lEopqog gupEipijjo uaqAi 'uEUJ 4 auuEg 
• 4 j/^ Xq pasodo 4 d XpEa 4 jE ;Eq; ireq; aqEui 0 ; uoi;sa§§ns 4 a;;aq ou jo AAOuq j 

•puE[ aAiaaa 4 puE a;EApjno o; ;g se S 4 a;si§a 4 aq; uo pa4a;ua 
Avou 4 aquinu 4 aq; 4 nj aq; aj;;as ueo Xaq; ;Eq; aiqissoduii siuaas ;i ‘uopaadsui. 
siq; a40jaq pa 4 a;si §34 sEiq§of\[ aq; Xj 4 ado 4 d ap;as 0 ; papEJ aAEq Xaq; ;Eq; 4 Eap 
SI ;i SE puE 1 SEiq§o]y\[ Xjddns o; qaiqAV q;iAV puEj 4 aq; 4 nj ou aAEq Xaq; ;Eq; pEUis os 
a4E sa;E;g jiaq; ;Eq; pEajd puE ‘A 4 ;ua Aiau Xaoao o; suoi;aa[qo ;Ea4§ asiE4 s4Eq4EQ 
q;og -EpoAEg iqaE;>j puE UEq;inj^ ui sja;;Eui aA04du4i o; auop aq o; si ;EqAV 
SI Aiou uoi;sanb’ aq; ;nq ‘ 4 aq; 4 nj ;Ea 4 ; ;ou paau j q 4 Eg;qqEg puE AEqQ JQ 

•XjpEq Epo 4 Eg iqoEjj poE Xpua^ 
-4ajjipui UEq;inj\[ ‘[jaj\i q 4 E§;qqEg 'qaAi Xaoa SEiqgojAj sp papjas SEq 4eqQ : sAvopoj 
SE dn pauiuins Xpai 4 q aq Xeui uoi;oadsui aq; jo ;jnsa 4 aqjL — 'pAdUdQ 'LL 

•Xauagy JEAiEdoqg aq; jo sajEjs aq; jo 
;Dadsa 4 siq; ui ;s40Ai aq; jej Xq si ;i ;aEj ui ;Eq; puE ‘sEiqSopj s;i jo ;uauiap;as 40od 
X 4 aA E apEui SEq Epo 4 Eg iqoEjj ;Eq; ‘quiq; j ‘sAioqs uopoadsui aqj^ 'gL 

■;uasa 4 d s4o;EAi;jnD z£ Xjuo aAEq aA\ ‘|ie[ ut si i puE siapuoasqE aiu 9 se puE 
‘S4o;EApjna a4E 6£ puE sAainoqEj a4E uaui pa4a;siga4 pp 91 ‘s4a4noqE[ jje a4E sai4;ua 
Aiau Sz aq; ‘asaq; jQ ‘og jejo; puE4§ sqjEap Supanpap 9z pa4a;siga4 Aiau- 



9 ^ 


'pspuoosqy 


‘3^ 'IH 
;u 3 sqv 


if 

■^usssid 

A\0^ 


85 

•uoipadsuj 

sjojsq 


— : SuiAvojjoj 0 ip Xq U99S 9q X-eiu uoipadsui 9q:^ jo ;jns9j sqX 



I 




254 SECRET HISTORY OF 

In June the allied sovereigns arrived in London, 
and fetes and festivals followed in. close succession. 
New honours were conferred upon several per- 
sons who had been leaders in the late war. Lord 
Wellington was created Marquis of Douro and 
Duke of Wellington. To support this new dignity 
four hundred thousand pounds were granted to 
him by the boroughmongering majority. 

In consequence of the queen’s edict, the Princess 
of Wales was excluded from the drawing-rooms, 
held in honour of the illustrious guests, and this extra 
piece of persecuting malice sufficiently attested the 
littleness of the minds of her too powerful enemies. 

Under these trying circumstances, Mr. Canning 
and Mr. Whitbread again urged their advice, that 
it would be better for all parties if the princess 
absented herself for a period, as the queen was so 
severe to the Princess Charlotte, in consequence 
of her regard for her mother. This consideration 
was enough for the fond parent. ‘‘ Yes,” said her 
Royal Plighness, “ for the sake of my child I will 
leave England; I feel assured that my afflicted 
father-in-law, the king, cannot long survive ; he is 
failing very gradually. But the crisis may be 
sudden ; in that case, you know my situation, and 
what has been refused to the Princess of Wales 
cannot, I presume, be refused to the Queen of 
England. In making this reference, I merely and 
only mean, that I have hitherto been treated with 
the most unmerited severity and the greatest in- 
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The Princess of Wales at length requested leave 
of the ministers to go abroad. This was very 
re:idily granted, and, after some arrangements for 
correspondence, her Royal Highness prepared to 
depart. A very short interview was permitted 
with the child of her hopes and affections, while 
even that was attended by the ladies in waiting. 
They separated then, — to meet no more in this 
world. 

It was during this affecting interview that her 
Royal Highness committed some letters of impor- 
tance to the care of her noble-minded daughter; 
and, as it appeared impossible for any private con- 
versation to pass between them, a letter accom- 
panied the others, addressed to the Princess 
Charlotte by her afflicted mother, of which the 
following is a transcript: 

Copy of a Letter to my dear Charlotte, Princess of 

Wales. 

" 1814, June 7th. 

“ My DEAREST Child : — I deposit to your 
keeping a small parcel of letters for my much- 

esteemed friend, Lady I well know her 

generous disposition will cause her to endure a 
vast load of sorrow on my account, and, from 
these documents, the nation may one day be bold. 

I must tell you, my dearest child, that in con- 
formity to my father and mother s opinion, I 
became the wife (so called) of your father. Well 
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forbidden ever to ask for the settlement again, but 
to wait the royal pleasure. His impatient credi- 
tors, in the interim, arrest him ; he is carried to a 
prison, and, in the agony of his soul, commits sui- 
cide. Many a wife and family of children have 
thus been reduced to a workhouse, and the 
greater number of them afterward thrown upon 
the town. But — these are some of the privileges 
of royalty ! 

The reminiscences of the queen were sometimes 
rather, painful ; and, shortly after she had driven 
her daughter-in-law from the country, symptoms 
of melancholy were observed. Her physicians, 
therefore, recommended a change of air; and, in 
order to amuse her Majesty, it was proposed that 
she should repair to Brighton for a short time, 
accompanied by the princesses. 

The Princess Charlotte, after the departure of 
her much-beloved mother, appeared very unhappy, 
and, from that time, saw her father and grand- 
mother as seldom as possible. They well knew 
she was favourable to her mother's cause, in op- 
position to theirs, not only from the very great 
affection which she naturally felt for her mother, 
but also from the numberless proofs she had ob- 
served of the honourable motives by which the 
conduct of the Princess of Wales had been influ- 
enced. To these might be added the opinion of 
the virtuous part of the nation upon the subject, 
and the very great respect at all times paid to her 




CHAPTER XIV. 

An Unpleasant Situation — A Hopeful Son Goes Wrong Matri 
monLly-A Grant Debated- Whitbread’s Suxcide-T^ 
Birth of Tory Aristocracy - Another 3^ h 

lish Generosity - Charlotte and Leopold - The A g g 
Gazettes”-Distressing State of the Country- 
Richard Brinsley Sheridan - His Relations to 
The Rejuvenation of Mrs. ^’'it^herbert - Hots agam 
cess Charlotte -A Hanoverian Baron as a Spy _ 
Challenged to a Duel -A Footman’s Confessio P P__ 
rations -Another Plot - Popularity of Prmcess Charlotte 

Situation of the Nation. 

She year 1815 commenced under num^er- 

ous public and private difficulties, 
regent found himself » 
mt situation, being under a necessi y ^ 
the number of the various orders of knig 
in order to preserve himself a sufficiency of adne^ 
snts. A strange concatenation ^ ! 
also placed the rest of the royal family m 
uneasy position. The Duke of Kent, 

siderable time before, entered ^ ^Ipmnlv 

engagement with a foreign princess y s 
promising her marriage ; yet, upon 
mother’s approbation of the choice he ^ 
how great was his surprise and indignation .. 

that she would not listen to it. 

'262 



f-n 


































392 


city of 

Colon J'"' I;? 37- / ‘te «&•'';? ““'e- 

rsssr-- - ... - 

jr«. a Pi^t-c /„«^z:s"-S‘'Sc‘: 


--wxuerg-HtreJit, p<^- 
^^arJotte nf V^^^'^cess 

landed f, de- 

George Uj ^/nisters of 

^’rince of ^ Wales / 

^ade private secri.,i°9> / 


/ the ^ ^^^ourJte 

I forward budget 

^ViJJces, X^' John 

Precep°or°of ^s the 

206 ; Char- 

for gi^Zfr^ 1^°°^ 
-Prince 


wli;:; i^ing for"S?S r 

at Marlborough", adventure / NoHiZu^^’ ° 

a better to prifre '‘'"tes / bounty of n • 

^ ‘^^fgjman an;j"44d- baits / 37 ' 

i.r «ir* i -‘o 


“s 7 4"" 

Comrnons ’’ ®P®a]cs in / PaT,„ 

-OM .a.- / 


' / J* 

“'’“Sion of 

^ “SeIIis”m„rf“ ’"'"“s in 

“«..aavafe"te„itfi 


' <ies in the « o^fAr"'- '“'i- 

WaJ, ”73 murder 

S'SSf 




268 


SECA'HT II I STORY OF 


man, — it is his country’s boast that he used his 
energies for her general benefit. Pie actively and 
fearlessly investigated the cause and nature of 
abuses, was the ready advocate of the oppressed, 
and the liberal friend of all mankind. 

The amount required for the service of this 
year was one hundred and sixteen millions, 
wliich was obtained from the heavily taxed people, 
earned by the sweat of their brow, and con- 
secpiently by robbing their starving families of 
comforts. 

From such oppressive exactions, the present 
domineering Tory aristocracy has reared its un- 
blushing and hydra head. It was engendered in 
deception, brought forth by infamy, nursed by 
indolence, educated by sovereign power, and has 
long lived the life of an impostor — daring and 
hardy. We venture to predict, however, that its 
reign is drawing to a close ; for the eyes of the 
whole nation are now fixed upon it, and its ex- 
crescences are discovered. Yes, the monster has 
outwitted itself, and from its seat will speedily 
shoot forth the tree of liberty. May its fruits 
prove healing to nations ! Merit will then be 
rewarded, industry recompensed, commerce re- 
vive, and tranquillity reign in society. Kings 
will learn to do justice, sanguinary laws will be 
abolished ; and thus the millennium of peace and 
joy will be established on a basis illustrious and 
impregnable. 



270 


SECRET HISTORY OF 


“Augsburgh, January loth. 

“ The Gazette of this city contains the following 
article, from Vienna, of January 3d; ‘Yesterday 
was celebrated, in the Cathedral Church of St. 
Stephen, in the presence of the reigning Duke of 
Saxe-Cobourg, the marriage of his brother. Prince 
Leopold, with the young and beautiful Countess 
of Cohaky, according to the rites of the Catholic 
Church.’ ” 

- In contemplating this circumstance, every hon- 
est man must view the conduct of Leopold with 
•indignation. Example is generally considered pref- 
erable to precept, and Leopold embraced this op- 
portunity of showing himself a convert to such 
doctrine. George the Third committed bigamy; 
his son George did the same; and the remaining 
hope of England was destined to be a victim to 
similar wickedness ! 

After some formal correspondence, the regent 
sent a message to both Houses of Parliament, on 
the 14th of March, to announce the marriage con- 
tract of his daughter, the Princess Charlotte, with 
his Serene Highness the Prince Leopold of Saxe- 
Cobourg. Sixty thousand pounds were voted to 
the illustrious couple annually ; and in case' of her 
Royal Highness’s demise, fifty thousand pounds 
per annum were to be paid to the prince for his 
life. Sixty thousand pounds were also granted 
for their outfit. 
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sacrifice of honour he was then making, and the 
inconstancy of his former sacred vows. 

We pass over the time between the marriage 
and when the Princess Charlotte was declared 
enceinte. This occurred twice; but, after one 
disappointment, the accouchement was expected 
with all the ardour of English anticipation. 

The princess had generally expressed her opin- 
ion, that mankind, in reason, policy, philosophy, and 
religion, were all of one great family; and hence 
arose her extreme aversion to the pomp and mag- 
nificence of the court. Indeed, the princess showed 
herself very frequently to the public, and was so 
free and gracious in her manners that she ap- 
peared in a natural English character, far opposed . 
to the German pompous style. 

A circumstance of no inferior import occurred 
at this period, which gave suspicion to the inquir- 
ing spirit of the liberal part of the English nation. 
This was — the return to office of George Can- 
ning, By the Tories, the event was regarded as a. 
last resource ; by the Whigs, his accession, under 
royal favour, was considered a token of victory. 
Each party was positively assured of an undeviating 
principle in this gentleman’s character; but each 
one had to learn that the opinion was erroneous. 

In this year died two individuals who had for- 
merly been the bosom companions of royalty. One 
of these, Mrs. Jordan, expired on the 5th of July, 
near Paris, and was buried in the cemetery of St. 
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avarice were more probably the obstacles in the 
way ; but it would have better become writers, 
who pretended to patriotism and independence of 
character, to have stated unhesitatingly what they 
did know of the intentions of the royal plotters ; 
they certainly might have paid a fine, or endured 
some imprisonment for speaking the truth ; yet he 
who falters when his country’s weal is at stake is 
unworthy the name of — Briton ! 

The regent appeared now more determined than 
ever to procure a divorce from the Princess of 
Wales, and the means how this might be accom- 
plished were put in active preparation. All the 
.ungenerous and mean expedients hitherto used had 
been unavailing to produce the desired end. Spies 
had not succeeded, and a bolder invention had there- 
fore become necessary. At the various courts 
connected with the Holy Alliance,” the princess 
had received very little attention ; but in every 
circle where her Royal Highness appeared, which 
was uninfluenced by the Crown, she was received 
rapturously, and treated most respectfully. 

Previous to the conclusion of this year, a naval 
captain was offered ten thousand pounds if he 
could, by any stratagem, obtain proof of adulter- 
ous intercourse between the princess and any per- 
son of rank whatever. The personage who made 
this offer is now alive, and if this statement of 
simple truth meet his eye, surely the blush of 
shame will dye his hardened cheek. 
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imputed to him, the British officer would be 
satisfied that he had acted hastily. But, in case 
he was not satisfied, he was further instructed to 
say that the baron wished the meeting to be in 
Germany, on the confines of France, instead of 
Switzerland, and time could not be convenient to 
him sooner than three weeks, a month, or more, 
from that time, as he had to go to Hanover to 
settle his affairs in the interim. The Englishman 
then related to Count Cantenogh the disclosures 
that had been made the day before, and submitted 
to him whether such behaviour did not render his 
principal unworthy the support of a man of hon- 
our, or to be met as a gentleman. The count 
declared that he could not be the second of such 
a person ; that he must justify himself from this 
infamous charge, or choose another friend. With 
this, the count returned to Milan, and a message 
was soon after delivered to her Royal Highness, 
From the governor, to say that the Hanoverian 
baron had received orders to quit the Austrian 
dominions, which he had accordingly done. 

“ This curious affair made a considerable noise 
it the time, which was the beginning of November 
ast, and is, we suppose, the foundation of the 
stories which havedately been circulated and mis- 
represented. ” 

“In the summer of 1815 another wicked secret 
)lot was formed against the princess, the origin of 
vhich it is not difficult to guess. The princess 
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ARLY in 1817 the queen became indis- 
posed, so much so as to cause alarm 
amongst her partisans for the issue. It 
was deemed expedient that the prince regent, who 
was then at Brighton, should be informed of the 
circumstance, and the Duke of York set off -in the 
night to convey the intelligence to him. Why a 
courier could not have been forwarded, we do not 


pretend to say ; but deception and mystery always 
attended the royal movements. Shortly afterward, 
however, her Majesty was declared convalescent, 
and the family were gratified by her recovery, 
being well assured that her assistance would be 
of the most essential consequence to the com- 
pletion of the regent's wishes in the intenaed 
divorce. 
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sooner expressed than it passed into a law; and 
while revelling at the festive board with their puis- 
sant prince, the country was writhing in the most 
pitiable condition. Even bread and water were not 
always within the poor man’s grasp, and the starved 
peasantry of Ireland, in open defiance of military 
power, were living by stealing and eating raw 
potatoes, to enable them to eke out their most 
miserable existence. Under this humiliating con- 
dition, their rights and liberties were suspended, 
and it was made “treason and sedition” to mur- 
mur or complain. 

When the tyrannical King John oppressed his 
subjects, and endeavoured to usurp despotic power, 
the barons assembled around him, and, unsheathing 
their swords, swore, “The laws of England shall 
not be changed ! ” But the days of chivalry were 
past. Lord Castlereagh was now our dictator, and 
a standing army of one hundred and forty thousand 
men, to enforce his vile and unconstitutional meas- 
ures, destroyed even the chance of emancipation. 
We may add, in the words of our immortal bard, 
that his lordship was a man, 

« Ay, and a bold one, that dare look on that 
Which might appal the devil I ” 

The galling distresses of the people, at this period 
of national calamity and misrule, drove them to the 
commission of violent acts, and the diligence of 
well-chosen officers and prosecutors, with the par- 
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they themselves are indulging in the most riotous 
excesses. 

We must now, as honest and fearless historians, 
record the most cold-blooded and horrible crime 
that was ever perpetrated in this or any other 
Christian country. 

“ ’Tib- a su-ange truth. O monstrous act! 

’ I will out, ’twill out ! — I hold my peace, sir ? no : 

No, 1 will speak as liberal as the air ! ” 

We are almost ready to murmur at Providence 
for permitting some of the assassins to escape 
front this world without meeting the punishment 
tlicy merited. One or two, however, still remain 
to pollute the earth, and upon whom we yet hope 
to sec justice administered. 

Every honest heart was full of bitterness and 
anguish, when it was announced, “The Princess 
Charlotte is dead ! ” The heavy-tolling bell, the 
silence of the streets, and the mute astonishment 
of all wiio met and parted, exhibited signs of 
unfeigned sorrow. In an unexpected moment, 
the hopes of this great nation were brought to 
nought. Her Royal Highness was England s star 
of promise, — the beacon which it was expected 
would light the traveller to escape the quicksands 
of destruction. 

On the 5th of November, at nine in the even- 
ing, this exemplary princess was safely delivered 
of a male child, said to be still-boni ; and although 
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delivered to Dr. Sir Richard Croft, announcing 
the prince regent’s offer of thanks for the atten^ 
tion paid to the Princess Charlotte, and assuring 
the doctor that the prince was fully satisfied with 
his skill and superior merit ; concluding with these 
words : “ As it is the will of Divine Providence, 
his Royal Highness is in duty bound to submit 
to the decree — of Heaven,” 

Prince Leopold was not so hasty in returning 
his thanks for the attentions of Doctor Croft, 
though much better able to judge of the matter 
than the regent ; for he was many miles off, 
and could not personally know anything of the 
matter. 

Notwithstanding the professed deep sorrow and 
grief of the prince regent, however, we can ati- 
nounce that his Royal Highness did not permit 
himself to relax in any pursuit of pleasure, e.xcept 
that of openly exhibiting himself; for, on the 
ensuing evening, we ourselves were not very dis- 
tant from Carlton House, and can testify to this 
fact. He and his brother of York were not 
in very great anguish upon the occasion ; they 
pledged each other in quick succession, until the 
circumstance which had caused their meeting was 
entirely forgotten by them. “ I drink to the safety 
of the regent,” said the duke, “and I to the safety 
of York,” retorted the prince. These remarks 
created irritability, and the prince very warmly 
replied, to an interrogation of his brother, “ What 
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ford, at Sudbury, in Suffolk. The Duke of Clar- 
ence was also absent. It is true that the cabinet 
ministers, whose presence was required by prece- 
dent and state necessity, were in waiting ; but how 
far their services could be agreeable or beneficial 
to a young female in such a situation, we are at a 
loss to discover. Alas! that parent who ought 
to have been present, and who would most joy- 
fully have flown on the wings of maternal affec- 
tion, was denied the privilege. But while the 
daughter was struggling in the agonies of a cruel 
death, the mother was a wanderer in a foreign 
land, and beset with snares laid for her destruction 
also. 

During the pregnancy of the Princess Char- 
lotte, the prince, her husband, was chiefly her 
companion. Her choice of an accoucheur fell 
upon Dr. Sir Richard Croft, as he was con- 
sidered the most able and skilful man in the pro- 
fession. The ladies in attendance upon her Royal 
Plighness were unfit to render advice or assistance 
upon any emergency, as neither of them had been a 
mother. The princess, when in an advanced state 
of pregnancy, was kept low, and, scarcely allowed 
animal food, or wine, to both of which she had 
previously been accustomed. Between the fifth 
and seventh months, her Royal Highness was bled 
several times, and still kept upon very low diet. 
Claremont, the place chosen for the eventful 
period, was sixteen miles from town, and when 
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ihc labour of the princess was commenced 
under extreme debility, and at an early period it 
appeared very probable that surgical assistance 
would be finally requisite, yet no provision was 
made for such assistance. The bulletin of 
Wednesday morning, eight o’clock, signed by 
the attending practitioners, was rather doubtfully 
c.xprcssed. I'he second bulletin, at ten in the 
evening, was confidently affirmative of the well- 
liuing of the royal patient. Doctor Sims affixed 
his signature to these bulletins, but he had not 
seen her Royal Highness since the first pang she 
had experienced. How this gentleman could 
allow his name to be thus affixed to a declara- 
tion of the truth of which he was totally ignorant, 
we know not ; but it was said, by the time-serving 
press, " that Doctor Sims being unknown to the 
princess, his appearance in her chamber might 
have alarmed her.” The folly of this e.xcuse is 
best exposed by supposing that if, at this tiying 
moment. Doctor Croft had been ill, and unfit to 
attend the princess, would she have been left to 
perish for lack of assistance? We think not; 
for this would have given too plain an idea of the 
expectations of certain parties. The public papers 
announced that the letter summoning Doctor 
Sims to Claremont was written on Tuesday morn- 
ing, yet he did not arrive until Wednesday morn- 
ing at three o’clock. It was further stated that 
the nurse discovered the dreadful change in her 
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nient, adding that “if they be conscious that they 
have acquitted themselves well, they will have no 
objection to an investigation of their conduct, and 
cannot consider themselves placed in a worse situ- 
ation than the captain of a king’s ship, who, in the 
event of the loss of his vessel, is obliged to 
undergo a trial by court martial.” To this and 
similar a^jpeals the ministers promptly replied, 
“that it was impossible, after the prince regent 
liad been pleased to express his approbation and 
award his thanks, as it would seem to reflect upon 
the prince, who alone was endowed with, the sov- 
ereign power to act in the case.” This royal cant 
phraseology, however, failed to lull suspicion, for 
the attending circumstances were of a nature too 
horrible to be buried in oblivion. If all had been 
correct, why refuse inquiry, particularly when it 
was solicited by nine-tenths of the nation } 

The queen left Bath on Saturday, the 8th of 
November, and arrived at Windsor in the evening. 
The next day the prince regent went from Carlton 
House to. Windsor to see the queen ; but the pri- 
vacy of the visit did not permit it to be of long 
duration. We are able to give the particulars of 
this interview. 

Her Majesty’s mind had been disturbed by the 
receipt of a letter, from a medical gentleman, upon 
the subject of the untimely death of the Princess 
Charlotte. No time was to be lost. The prince 
was requested immediately to see his royal mother. 
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no reason to anticipate or fear any unhappy results. 
The natural appearances were unequivocally satis- 
factory. Previous to the' delivery, the infant was 
not supposed to be dead. It was quite unneces- 
sary and unnatural to inform the princess that the 
child was still-born ; such a communication is very 
seldom made to any female at such a moment. 
Camphor juleps are very seldom administered to 
a healthy patient, or where the stomach is sound, 
immediately after delivery, as the effect would gen- 
erally be to produce irritation, sickness, and con- 
vulsion. Doctor Croft ought not to have retired 
to bed, presuming that her Royal Highness was so 
indisposed as to cause her incessant moaning, which 
was really the case. More than this, your Maj- 
esty, about noon of the Wednesday, Doctor Croft 
said, ‘ I believe the princess might very quickly be 
delivered by having recourse to an operation ; but 
I dare not perform it without the presence and 
sanction of her royal father, the prince regent’ 

I hope” (continued the writer) “that your Majesty 
will see this plain statement in its own character, 
and that you will save all future disclosures of an 
unpleasant nature by your timely recommendation 
of the subject to the prince regent, your son. Your 
Majesty may believe I am induced by vindictive 
motives to offer these remarks; but that would 
prove an incorrect opinion, and, unless your Maj- 
esty causes a very prompt inquiry to be per- 
mitted upon the facts of this case, I fear yourself 
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I can satisfy you that your opinions upon the 
subject of your communication to me are incor- 
rect.’ The gentleman rose, and was about to 
retire ; but the queen had not attained her object. 
Her Majesty, therefore, hastily said, “ I trust you 
are convinced of the impropriety of your former 
opinions .■* ” “No, please your Majesty, I never 
can change my opinions upon this subject until 
I lose my principles, and I trust sincerely that I 
shall never endure such a humiliation while I re- 
tain my reason. But,” added the gentleman, 
“your Majesty must be well assured that I am 
acquainted with the greater portion of your fam- 
ily; yea, very intimately acquainted, not indeco-' 
rously so, but in the discharge of my professional 
engagements. Your Majesty well knows that I 
saw the lamented Princess Charlotte just before 
the unhappy event, and also am not ignorant of 
the constitution of your Majesty’s daughters. I 
therefore am bold to assert that the death of her 
Royal Highness was not, and is not to be, natu- 
rally accounted for. It is true that I am not known 
to the world in the capacity of accoucheur to your 
family, but your Majesty knows I have been your 
trusty and confidential servant upon more occa- 
sions than one, and I am now resolved to relin- 
quish the royal favour, if it must be purchased at 

such an unknown expense.” 

The queen retired, and so did the heartstricken 
o^entleman ; but their ruminations and consequent 
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ety ; and their intentions to perpetuate their 
unjust, partial, and devastating system must be 
checked by the information of those persons who 
are privy to the cause, as well as to the effects, of 
their overgrown power. 
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been manifested by the wife of a peasant, her 
neighboiu'’s rej)roacli would not have been want- 
ing ; but every one seemed afraid of impugning 
the diameter of a queen, so celebrated for ami- 
ability and virtue! A few days after the inter- 
ment of the Princess Charlotte and her infant, the 
cjueen again went off for the city of Bath, and 
we assert, without fear of contradiction, that her 
Majesty’s eye was never observed to be dim upon 
this most melancholy occasion. Let the world 
judge if such unfeeling deportment agreed with 
her Majesty’s reported sorrow. 

On the 19th of November, the Princess Char- 
lotte and her infant were consigned to the tomb. 
The Dukes of York and Clarence were supporters 
to the chief mourner. Prince Leopold ; and, after 
the ostentatious parade of funeral pomp, they 
retired without much appearance of sorrow. It 
was said that a king, or prince invested with royal 
power, could not attend the ceremony, or join in 
the cavalcade of a funeral. The regent, therefore, 
was not present at the closing scene of his child’s 
hard destiny. But royalty has many privileges 
distinct from the common herd of mankind. It 
must not, for instance, reside in the same habita- 
tion with a corpse, lest its delicately refined nerves 
should sustain injury, or be e.xcited to an extreme 
point of agony. 

The body of the unfortunate Charlotte was 
reported to have been embalmed, but the heart 
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municatc it, unless I am sure of death the next 
minute.” 

Ihis Mrs. Grifliths certainly knows more about 
the death of her late royal mistress than she has 
yet thought proper to communicate; though, in 
one of her moments of compunction, she confessed 
to a friend of ours that the Princess Charlotte had 
actually been poisoned, and related the way in 
which she found it out. Mrs. Griffiths stated 
that, “ after gdving her Royal Highness some broth 
(not gruel) she became dreadfully convoilsed ; and, 
being struck with- the peculiarity of the circum- 
stance, she e.xamined the cup from which her 
Royal Highness had drunk. To her astonishment, 
she there perceived a dark red sediment, upon 
tasting which, her tongue became blistered ! ” Mrs. 
Griffiths immediately asked Doctor Croft what he 
liacl administered to the princess; but she re- 
ceived no satisfactory answer. A few hours after 
this, however, the doctor said sufficient to prove 
that the princess had been murdered. As Mrs. 
Griffiths is now alive, we challenge her to deny this 
statement, if incorrect. 

The lamented princess was treated most cruelly 
by all around her, and one of the higher house- 
hold asserted that he believed her Royal Highness 
was left “ two hours in the agonies of death, with- 
out any person going near her.” Mrs, Lewis, 
her waiting-woman, has denied this statement , 
but it is well known that Mrs. Lewis was placed 
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vice, and stating that “her Majesty had no un- 
kind or ungenerous feelings toward the Princess 
of Wales, and had quite misunderstood the offer, 
having supposed it to be made under very opposite 
circumstances.” The lady was recommended to 
the queen’s notice by Lord Castlereagh, though 
doubts were entertained whether the lieutenant 
might, be trusted, as he was believed to be anti- 
ministerial. 

We here relate another fact, relative to the 
Princess of Wales’s persecutors : A certain per- 
sonage sought for an interview with an individual 
whom we will disguise under the name of Captain 
Rock. “Well,” said his Royal Plighness to the 
captain, “ I wish to engage your services ; you arc 
well acquainted with Italy ; we e.xpect the Princess 
of Wales will be at Pisa in about three months, 
and as you have served us before, we suppose you 
will have no objection to do so again ; you shall 
not want for cash.” The offer was accepted, and 
his Royal Highness wrote this offer upon paper, 
and a sum was advanced on the evening of the 
same day. This mean slave of power departed ; 
but, before following the instructions of his royal 
employer, went off to London, and conunimicated 
to Lord Castlereagh his mission, requiring five 
hundred pounds more, declaring the written prom- 
ise should strictly be enforced, as he had been .i 
loser by his former services. The amount de- 
manded was given, “ I assure you, my lord, s.nd 
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greater part of the management of this affair-, and 
the nature of his conduct and proceedings cannot 
but excite mingied feelings of-Jlirprise and horror. 

By this commission, witnesses were first ob- 
tained, then examined, and reexamined; -exorbi- 
tant prices were offered to them for their testi- 
mony, and threats were made to those who showed, 
or pretended to show, any dislike subsequently to' 
appear to verify their statements, Rastelli, after- 
ward a witness, was employed as courier, and to 
him was delegated the all-powerful argument of a 
long purse, Dumont, while in the hands of this 
commission, carried on a correspondence with her 
sister (who was still in the queen’s service), through 
the medium of Baron d’Ompteda (the villain we 
mentioned a few pages back), for the purpose of 
obtaining information from her Majesty’s servants. 

And Omati was paid by D’Ompteda for stealing 
papers, for the use of the commission, from his 
master, who was her Majesty’s professional agent 
at Milan. These are facts proved by witnesses 
whose characters are irreproachable, and whose 
evidence is as well written as parole. 

The year i8i8 was a dark and troubled period, 
— a period of great private distress, — so that the 
minds of men were bent with more acerbity than 
usual upon the redress of public grievances. The 
country, borne down by debt, harassed by taxation, 
which had no longer for its excuse a monopoly of 
commerce, looked naturally enough to the source 
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according to custom, though Sir Samuel Romilly 
was not wanting in his expressions of severe oppo- 
sition to the course ministers were pursuing. He 
stated “ that the despotic conduct of the ministry 
had produced in the minds of the people a deter- 
mination to withstand any further infringement 
upon their rights and privileges.” 

Totally regardless of the sufferings of an over- 
burdened people, however, and during the very 
heavy and calamitous sorrows of the middle and 
lower classes, the chancellor of the exchequer 
had the effrontery to move “ that one million of 
money be raised for the purpose of supplying 
the deficiency of places of worship belonging to 
the establishment, by building new churches and 
chapels of ease, where the increase of population 
rendered it needful.” How applicable are the 
words of Tartuffe to the advocates of this meas- 
ure ! “ With one hand, I have encouraged spies, 

suborned perjury, and committed murders; and 
with the other, built churches, — but not with 
my own money.” The bill passed, and an extra 

“plume of worldly-mindedness ” was consequently 

placed in the cap of hypocrisy. Oh, that the 
pure religion of our Saviour should be thus per- 
verted ! His kingdom was not of this world, 
neither did he luxuriate in the “ good things of the 
earth. Did he wear lawn sleeves and a mitre ? Did 
he loll in gaudy carriages, and look down with 
supercilious contempt on his poorer brethren ? 



